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About This Book

‘The unprecedented carnage 1n Bangla Desh has come as
a rude shock to the awvilised world familar asat 1s with
mass slaughters of whole populations in some of the wars of
attnition going on today  The planned genocide by the West
Pakistant armies of occupation surpasses the brutality and
carnage mdisctiminately practised by Chengez Khan Hitler
and others Compared to what has happened and 1s happen-
g n Bangla Desh—only a few glmpses of which have
¢come out in newspaper ccrrespondents reports—the com-
munal slaughter i Biafra and mass murders in My la1 which
shocked world opinion pale into msigmificance The genoeide
1n Bangla Desh 15 selective and aimed at creating a vacum
i leadership at all levels through total extermination of
intellectuals—professors  university  students  pohtical
workers leadcrs of public opinton professional people with
influence among the masses ltke doctors engimeers lawyers
busmesz entaeprensars mlastrralists and others to forestall
the em rgen~. of a uatfied and w.ll-organised mass uprising
against Gen ral Yahya Khan s army of occupation

Another aim of this mas killing and squeezing out of
millions of Bengali citizens 13 to turn the majority mto a
mnonty so that West Pakistanis could take over Bangla
Desh in the name of democracy

The first phase of the battle of survival by the democratic
forces of Bangla Desh constituted spontaneous though un-
orgamsed mass confrontation agamnst the well prepared
invades who had utilised the peniod of the so-called politycal



negotiations to plan a simultaneous and many sided lightning
thrust to perpetuate its stronghold on the eastern wing and
throttle the voice of rebellion  The Pak Army despite its
threats while succeeding n occupying some urban centres
has left 2 whole countryside under the undisputed snay of
freedom fighters Thus with the onset of the monsoon
nivertne trachs aptl swampy marshlands pf Bangla Desh  the
army of occupation which 1s already cut off from 1ts
supply bases through destruction of bridges ralways etc by
the Liberation Forces will be hard put to it to avord its
destruction through starvation sabotage and attacks by
emerging guertlla bands It has becn surrounded on all sides
by a hostile population with all avenues of trade and industry
1 Bangla Desh wrtually closed on which the economy of
Pakistan depended for s Ife and sustenancg  How much
longer the cracking economy of West Paki tan will be able
to stand the crushing burden of occupation of Bangla Desh
1s anybody s guess

This book brings to light some sigmificant facts about the
battle of freedom of Bapgla Desh with a full background
historical and poliical data and the various forces mvolved
mn ¢hus hustorte struggle

1 take this opportunity to acknowledge sincere help and
advice ungrudgingly gnen by way of useful sugdestions
by my old journalist colleague H C Chaddha and Rajendra
Sharma of M/S Oriental Publishers in prepasing this work
1 have ~fso to render my grateful thinks to Mr Frank
Moraes Shr: Dilip Mukeriee and Drnan Brrendra Nath on
whose nnongs and arpcles I have drann n wrting this

book

Delht JamNA DAs AFHTAR

June 15 1971
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Come aut of yous nou es wikh s hat
ever weapons You bav  Res: ¢ the

enemy forees at any cot  untid
the last enemy soldier 1s vangushed
and ave the country from the yuth-
less dictatorship of Wesc Pakistanis

Th man and fus 2 *7 are enermes of
fstam  The come will aot go ungun
shed  Wewidlnot allow sam. pawes
fungry and unpatnotse peo, le to de trov
this copntry and play with the dastiny of
120 mtlion people

—Mohammed Yahya hhan
President Pakistan

~Sb 1kh Mujibur Rehman
President Bangla Desh
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Bangla Desh with a population of over 75 mullion people and an
area of 50 thousand square mules

1s surrounded on three
sides by Indian States of West Bengal Assam and
Trpura For the last 23 years West Pakistans
military rulers treated this land as their colony
Their patience exhausted the peopl dec
lated Bangla D sh an independ nt
country on .6th March 71
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Thi struggle for ours 1s of the complete
Iberation of seventy million people of Bangla Desh.
Qur struggle will go on until our nights are se-
cured The people of Bangla Desh will no longer
be cowed down by bullets guns and bayonets for
today the people are united

‘We must be ready for any sacnifice i order to
achieve our goal Every home must be turned
nto a fortress of res: tance Ours ir a just demand
So e a1 Sute 1o Win.

Jo1 Bangla

19371 Shetkh Mugtbur Rehman
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Lat Maharaj Tralokya Nath Chak
rabarty (Right) with Muyb s neagest
collegue Pulin D~y (Left) Young
and determined Mupb with the Lion
of Bengal Fazlul Huq an advocate of
fre¢ B ngal who was dismissed asa
Chief Minister by West Pakistan
rulers 1n 1954

Munb with Khan Abdul Wali khan (Left) m Dacca

on14th March 71 The meeting took place at Muyb s

te 1dence when Yabya khan mischieviously extended the

parleys on one hand and called in military rienforce
ment on the oth ¢
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Diacca InD mhr 63 whnl addr od a me ng th re only

Isv wvr bl (B low) Angry d mon tr tors on ¢! topof
ret at  of in Dacea




Late Maharay Tralokya Nath Chak
tabarty (Right) with Munb s nearest
collegue Pulin Dey (Lefr) Young
and determined Munb with the Lion
of Bengal Fa.lul Huq an advocate of
{9 free Bengal who was dismissed asa

> Chuef Miniter by West Pakistan
&.’L rulers 1n 1954
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Muyb with Khan Abdul Wah khan (Le fr) 1n Dacca
onldth March 71 The meeting took place at Muytb s

re tdence when Yahya Khan mis hieviously extended the
Patleys on one band and called 1 military rienforce
ment on the other
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Bangla]D sh Govt tock ocathof ¢ffi enth second week of [Apnl

1971 P; ture shows (Left to right) Acting Pr 1dent Syed Nazrul

Islam Prime Mimster Tajuddim Abmad Capt Man oor Al and
A H Kamruzamma
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s The Diputy High Commissio-

net of Paki tan 1n Calcutta

t Mr Ho «amn Al dencnnced

Pakiran ateack and d clared

: his aligi nce to Bangla D sh

He borsted the flag of Bangla

Desh (Left) on the

Hgh Commis 1on Buildingin

Cafwra  The mison fias

nce stareed funcaoning for

Rahgla Dusn
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Pakstan golle s burnt dow vl esafter vllage The pctue
above showsa bous bunt ¢ Puler Ha Jesoe The boat symbol
and slogan of Mu bs Party ar  eenon he rema ns of the bu I ng

Pak s an sold ers d d not sparc even places of worsh p
Pctur above shows remans of a Mosque n
Jessore
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Short of arm  amumition and

un form all yound Bengalis

stanted estensive fra ming B

war tacti s simpl  to gut their

country free from the Wet

Paki tany imvaders







Prime M muster  Mrs Indira Gandbiis s en here consolu g a bov

wounded by Pak stani bullets (below) the Prim~ Minuster dis

tubuting meals to the refuggees West B ngal Chief Mimster
Ajoy Mukherjee 15 al 0 seent 1n the picture




Athre member U N team for r fugee rebabltaton vstd
New D 1hs 1n the mddl of May Leader of tl  del gat on
Mr Charles Mace s 1n the centre

INTERNAL
AFFAIR
N

N :
N Y H
R URTIE R/

o f s
< !
o Llnsp eof tron pre sure from the

2 g™
I A 37O 2RV <nd Faper ant leaders
//H! (TR :J b UN andth bg three nat ons
7 4 couldnot pasual Yahya Khan to
~™ topth klings n Bangla Dsh
To  lnce of th world body

b ought ths m anngful cancature
Agrl n_ar nara ng bertal of of S 3y Gen U Thane from Mr
wo to the P M —be lo t herp arent Abu Cartoor t The Indian Express



Chapter T

» The Language of a Dictator

Tt was a fateful night

With the awesome fury of a cyclone off the Bay of Bengal
the Pakistan1 army swept across East Bengal The Military
Dictator bad declared war agamnst the unarmed Bengalis
whose only crime was that they had refused to remam slave
under the colonal rule of West Palistans military leader<
They had demanded restoratson of democracy in Paksstan
and complete mternal autonomy for their province

Dubbing the Bengali leader Sheikh Muybur Rahman and
his followers as traitors and enemies of Pakistan the Dictator
ordered his commanders to crush the democratic mbvement
with all the force at their disposal  The blood thirsty wolves
from West Punjab pounced upon peace-loving Bengals
Tanks rolled on to trample imnocent men women and
childten Machine guns mounted upon armoured cars and
jeeps mowed down hundreds of people Cannons started
finng ndiscnmnately  Army  men attacked the Dacca
Unuiversity hostel from all sides Flame-throwers were used
to burn the building along with 1ts inmates Anyone who
tried to escape was shot dead Then leawing the hostel
behind up in flames the army men turned to the distiogushed
Professors of the University and made a clean sweep of them
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sdiscrmmatelr . Within a few hours the Dacea University
with sts ympoung structure and sprawling green lawns lay
reduced to ashes,

Whil. the announcer of the Dacca Betar hendra formerly
Dacenr Radio Station houted  Jar Bangla  (victory to
Bengal) after announaing the establsbment of a Free and
Soyeruign State of Bengal a group of blood thirsty soldiers
broke mata the promises after Filling the guards and  without
85ving any warmng mowed down the announcer and other
members of the staff The murderors cried  Long hne
Palistan long e Islam*

Winde the city lay burning the ghastly rofe of Nero was
beng re enacted an Islamabad  The Director was sippmg
whisky According to an eyc-witness the whole of Dacea
town and its suburbs were the scene of the armys wanton
and almost unchallenged atrocittes The army gave no
warmng bufore sndulging into butchery  The brutahtses that
the West Pakestan army unleashed were grimmer than that
had happened at My Laz (South Vietnam)

All rold 1t was more than a disactrous cyclone Guns
wete booming Machmne guns cracked and clattered Tanks
rattled along with defeaning <cund Everywhere mnocent
people wete hemg butchered The Rapbagh Pokce Staton
was razed to the gronnd  Any policeman who resuted was
captured and hanged by a Jamp post Innocent fire bugade
men were lined up and sprayed with bullets The New
Market was burnt down and mnumerable charred bodies lay
scattered like burnt logs  The large bustee near the Iubal
Hall nas totally gutted  Tanks surrounded it and 1t was set
on fire  Several thousand slum dwellers wete soasted alive
The Aula¢ Market was razed fo the ground In the mdusteral
areas of Tong: labourers were dragded aut of thesr houses
and gunned  The Army Commander crted I shall eruen the
traztors Anybody who rawes the slogan of independence
will be slaughtered These are my otdets and my bovs are
out to mplement them
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To freedom Joving people all over the world Bangla Desh
was undergomg a blood-bath  People were being ma.sacred
all over the State  All this however did not strike strange
to tho e who knew the language and behaviour of dictators
especially the rulers of Pakistan who had always looked at
their people with contempt Theirr hatred towards the
Bengalis was too well-known

In July 1948 a few months after the establishment of
Pakistan Ayub Khan, then General Officer Commanding of
Eastern Wing had similarly decided to attack fifteen thousand
Bengali policemen 1n Dacca  They had organised a peaceful
demonstration to pre.s their demand for equal pay Dubbing
them as mutimeess Ayub had ordered the commander of the
Pumjab Regimment to crush the unarmed Bengali policemen
Without giving 2 warming the Punjabi soldiers attacked
them with tanks and machine guns A number of policemen
mcluding their ring leaders were butchered On another
occasion when thousands of angry students of the Dacca
Unnersity had .urrounded the Assembly Hall in Dacca to
protest agamst the reactionary policies of the State Govern-
ment Ayub Khan along with hus men appeared on the
scene and butchered the e young men. To Ayub Khban it
was a victory for the solidarity of Pakistan and Islam

A peep imto the real situation as 1t obtamed 1s reveahng
East Bengal was smmernmg with unrest because the State
Administration was dommated by Pungabs officers who treated
the Bengahs with contempt. To the Pumah officers East
Bengal was a colony Unashamedly they patromsed their
own people whom they granted industrial quotas and permis-
sion to occupy houses and shops left by Bengali Hindus
Naturally this created unrest amopg Bengali Mushms They
re orted to agitation. Ayub Khan and huis ik refused to
appreciate their feelings Ayub Khan later summed up his
views 1n the following limes

I could not quite understand whether the agtational

pressure 1n East Pakistan was the result of a combimation
of Litele thinge such as p 1 )t

and gr
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or the mamfestation of some deeper malady I often

beard enticssm of West Pakistani civil servants serving

m East Pakistan  They were accused of bemng evclusive

and aggressive and therr attitude was regarded as patro

nising  An average East Pakistann m Dacea thought
that the West Pabstams were mamfestation of some Find

of colomalism 2

Dismissing these allegations he stated I saw many of
these (West Pakistani officers) at work in the province and
I thought they worked very hard and were deeply interisted
1n the welfare of the province In his opmion  the Bengal
leadership was devoud of sober thiking and dedicared
hard work The alternative he adds was to build up
pohtical pressure and shift 2Jl the blame to West Pakistan
1 cauld see that some of the political demagogues were gong
to explort the sentiments of the people *

In 1952 when all the Bengalr political leaders werc unant
mously demanding pobtical panty between the two wings
of Pakistan Press in West Pakstan condemned this demand
as a danger to the existence of Pakistan. The Eseming
Tunes’ of Karachs carried a senes of editonsals characterssing
pohitical panty Letween the wings as a prmciple  concened
by percons who cannot ee beyond thewr noce whove mental
horizons spread no further than the thoughts of their jobs
The reason behind the demand for poh scal panty «xplaned
the editor was unmustakably the short stature and the small
calibre of the Bengalt leaderstup ¢ Another We-t Pakistant
paper charged the Bengal leaderstup wih danaing to the
tunes of enemies of Islam and Pakistan®

Bungal: agitation for the defence of Ben,ali fanguage nas
condercned as ant Islamic  The first Prme Mius er of
Palusran thundered  Pakistan 15 2 Mushm Sate ands
reust hase as s lingua fronca the language of the Malirt
natson  That langaage can ke eonly Urdu ard ro other
larguage™® The mraendo chat Berg:li wasa ron Muslm

or sna Mulim langlage was explor ed to the full by larde
ccions of the rulirg cla s who quse happeved to berere
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Bengali Bengahl leaders were accused of dancmng to the
tunes of the communsts *

Durmg the elections campaign m 1954 the Central
Government ent mullah agitators to East Palistan  Rumours
were set afloat that the supporters of mnternal autonomy for
East Bengal were financed by Himndus hvmng abroad and
these leaders were conspiring to hand over East Bengal to
‘West Bengal ?

Despite these accusations the United Front led by Mr
Fazlul Huq secured a clear majority but as soon as he formed
s government his opponents organised communal riots on 2
huge scale and accused the Chief Minister of having orgamsed
these mots with the help of his Communst followers
Tahing advantage of a false report publshed n the New
Yotk Times alleging that Fazlul Huq planned to,proclaim
an mdependent Bast Pakistan the Central Government
declared him  a traitor to Pakistan ! He was even charged
with having been m contact withIndia ' In 1955 during
debates 1n the Constituent Assembly some of the supporters
of the superior units of Urdu charged the defenders of
Bengah as opponents to the mterest of national umty and
Islam? InFebruary 1956 when HS Suhrwardy refused
to <ign the new Constitution he was dubbed as trattor to
Pakistan® The six-pomt demand for regional autonomy by
East Bengal Awami League was characterised as un Islamic 4
President Ayub khan charged the Bengali leaders with acting
against the interests of Pakistan and said  They want to

establich a Greater Bengal which means that Tast Bengal
and West Bengal would combine to form an independent
State This1s bound to result m East Pakistans Muslmg
bemg enslaved by caste Hmdus of Bengal ¥ The President
threatened that if necessary the language of weapon would
bave to be used and the country mught have to go through
a cvil war as the United States did 1 As Mr Khalid B
Sayeed pomnts out the tragedy was that Ayub Khan did not
seem to have a sympathetic understanding of political
aspirations of East Pakistans political and urban elites  who
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Were nop alloncd an ellectyyy Voice ang Politicay tole 1n the
sinpmg and ebmng of Power 1y Pak:sran ”
In 1959 Shen g Suhramrdy formeq Avwam, Leagye
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of Ayup <k
Durmg the e!ectxons for ¢he N-monal Assembly mn 1979
e former Chyer mester ofNwFE P ul @ Khap,
accused 51 his op, Onents ncluding Sherkp Munby, Rehmap
and Ky, It Khan of conspirng with forergy, Powers
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18 Powers Wan Oset yp , Vernme, n Pakxstan
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Sheikp My, M2 aided p, Wan Khan from ¢,
Tontie, ved from Spg and sope Other Lije_
minded p, Ple £ aluchistay d Punjap, would pe
able ¢, Capture ¢, Gy Forg,, n powersbave
dlstnbuted money ,, Fage d est kistan This

n Pa,
b g used ¢, make Pak:stan Surrende, to theyr

Interesss 20
Itas Sigmfican, t0 note that Abdy; Qayyum s Patronyseq
by the Milie, rulers of Pakistar, for Jee 1t be Temembereq
he 15 ¢he 50N who hag arrested p, han Sapy and sey pryg
Members of g, Nwgp Assembly 1948 o fake charges

of €Onspinng with Indsy to desrory Palnstan.
ujtbur Rehmap s 5 Symbol  of the

e.
Bengahs Dovemen, for restcratxon of emocracy In
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1966 he was arrested several times The Government
was bent upon keepng him behind the bars with
the result that as soon as he was released on bad the police
arrested hun agam on some trumped-up charges The puppet
governor of East Pakistan Monem khan told hus officers that
50 long as he was there Sheikh Mupb-ur-Rehman would have
to be m jml ! Thus after about 21 months of detention
‘when he was releaced from jail on January 18 1968 a group
of army men pounced upon him and dragged him to Dacca
Cantonment He was kept mn soltary confinement and was
subjected to inhuman torture  He was told that he would be
prosecuted on the charge of conspiring with Indra to overthrow
the Government of Pakistan. * One of the other accused m
this case was shot dead The Sheikh was however "released
unconditionally on February 22 1969 because the tottermg
regime of Ayub Khan wanted his support to save itself The
dictator had to admit that the people of East Bengal wnere
no equal partners mn the admimstration and 1n different
spheres of Iife ® Ayub Khan convened a Round Table Con-
ference m order to restore parliementary set up However
while the negotiations were still gomg on [the Dictator
despatched army to the Eastern wing where people had
resorted to open rebellion * On March25 1969 when the
newly appointed civilian Governors of East and West Pakistan
were going to call leaders for ltation Radio
Pakistan announced that Pakistans soldier-President Field
Marshall Mobammad Ayub Khan had stepped down and
handed over power to the Army Commander in Chief General
Yabya khan The 52 year old General immediately pro
claimed martial law throughout the country®* It 1s a strange
comerdence that exactly two years after s stepping mto
power on March 25 1971 the new Military Dictator General
Yahya Khan played the ame ttick  He dragged lus negotia-
tions with Shetkh Mupbur Rebhman and at the same time
rushed Palastanitroops to East Bengal Then all of a sudden
he broke down the negotiations and before leaving for
Karach: ordered lus troops to crush the democratic movement
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i East Bengal The man whom a few daysago he had
called the future Prime Muuster of Pakistan® was now
dubted a trutor and the blood thisty West Pakistans army
swept across East Pakistan to massacre Bengali Mashims in
order to what the Dictator called save the umty of the
Islame State of Pakistan
In 1969 the controlled Press m Paksstan was employed to
sasse the bogey of Indian armed intervention f i order to
divert pubhe attention from the peoples movement The
report published by the West Pakistan Press spoke darkly of
alleged Indian mfiltration in Eact Bengal  Guns were sold
to the province the report sard, adding that the President
had made this reference at the Round Table Conference
Sheskh Munbur Rehman s remasts on these allegations were
sigmiicant He said
We have witnessed this game durmg the last 21 years
Whenever the people of East Bengal started a movement
to achueve their nghts the vested mterests m West
Pakistan and therr media bave always discovered the
existence of Indmn agents wm it.  They ) covered
Indian money assistance and support 1 the language
movement 1 the demand for regional astonomy and m
the lustoric six pomt movement
The same drama was repeated 1 Aprif 1971, when mspite
of mmpesition of strict censorship people all over the world
¢came to know of large scale crimmal activities of the West
Pahistamt Army m East Bengalwhile Z A Bhusto charged
Muynbur Reh with the of establish a fascist
and cacwst regime sn East Bengal the Palistan Government
&1 covered an Indian plot to undermine the national <olda
1 y and terri onal integnty of the State of Pakistan
For the s udents of world lustory it 15 not a strange
phenomenon  Dictators and fascist rulers fiave thewr own
fanuhar tactics  Their language 1s quute different from the
language of democracy MHutler showed the way for future
dictarors when he crushed his commumst opponents on the
false charge of setting fire to the building of the German
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Pathament The world 1s famihar how Chnese rulers
denounced therr opponents as agents of Russian revisiontsm
and American mpesialsm  Pakistam rulers are undoubt-
edly following m their footsteps mn otder to mantain and
strengthen their 1won gn1p on the people of East Bengal
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Chapter II

The Roots of Autonomy

If Pakistan was disintegrating i divsion and violence 1t
had m a sense only moved full circle m 1ts quarter-century
hustory  For Pakistan emerged as a pation m 1947 out of
division and strife Propelled by Mohammed Ali Jimnahs
vision of a Moslem homeland 1n South Asia Pakistan was

bled from the pred 1y Moslem areas of British
India Bat the partitioning of India touched off a six-month
blood bath between Hindus and Moslems m which an ests-
mated half million people perished And it created a Pakistan

with two distant wings separated by 1100 miles of Indian
tetritory

Thus geographical bandicap was serious enough  But to
further complicate matters therr slaved devotion to Islam 1s
wirtually 21l that the two sectors of Paksstan have m common.
‘West Pakistan 1s a land of deserts and mountains and generally
and climate the far off most densely populated eastern wmng
13 a humid land of jungles and alluvial plains And differences
n racial personality between the Punjabis of West Pakistan
and the Bengalis of the East are extreme A proud, martial
people the Punjabis Jook down upon the Bengalis and over the

years have constantly_exploted their countrymen m the
east !
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Amcticrn obsovers realied the above mentioned facts 1n
192% tae i Finary 1933 a promiment membec of the
Pikis i Cons tuen Aswably Me Msasur Abmad gove
the camu warning to the Wes Pikes ant leadors in hus follow
g « A urent

Pk an ¢ 1 unique coun ry baving two winds which ate
suparied by more than on thousind miles.  These ewo
wings differ 10 all mreeers excopt two things namely that
they hnve & common teliton burring a section of the
peoph sn Das Pakis woand we hive achioved our inde

? ndence by a common struggle The<e are the only two

pomts which are common to borh the nings of Pak:

stin With the exceprion of these two thinds all other
factors viz the hnguege the tradion cthe culture the
costum, the dietasy the calondar the standard time pract
cally eversthing s different  There 1s in fact nothing
comman between the two wings partrcularly in respect

of those which arc the s1n quo non to form a nation *

The circamstances i which Paksstan came mto bemg as
two disparate  wings tied togcther by a tenuous religious link
al.o nurtured the roots of autonomy n the East The Lahore
Resolution of the Mushm League wbich formed the basis of
the demand for partitioning India in fact never muntioned the
word Pakitan It sinply calfed for Independent States
m which the Constituent wmts shall be astonomons and
sovereign *

The resplution then clearly stated that the respectsve regons
would control all powers such as defence external affans
communtcations customs and such other matters as may be
necessasy  Thus the Lahore Resolution voted clearly for
ndependenr States This resolution was mosved by the then
Cluef Minster of United Bengal Mr A K Fazlu! Hug ¢ Dur
ring the final negotiattons with the British Mr Jrmnah publicly
argued that the departure of the colomal power would termt
nate paramountey (a synonym for natonal nunsdiction) and
that soverergnty should cherefore revert to all comgxuent

units ®
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Muslhm masses 1n Bengal had jomed the Mushim League
movement becausz they were economically backward and
they expected that with the establ of an ind
predommently Muslim State they would be able to mould
therr destiny according to therr own wishes They were
already fighting agamst g landlords The Kmshak Proja
Party led by AKX Fazlul Haq was no doubt 2 Mushm Party
‘but 3t was fighting for economic revolution. When however
the party was forced to jomn the Muslm League Mushm
Jotedar landlords mdustriabsts and big busmessmen rose to
prommence m 1ts leadership They turned this movement
1mto an ants Hmndu Zamindar and big businessmen raovement
Hired mullahs delivered inflamatory speeches which gave the
impresston that Hindu capitalists and big landlords alone were

ble for the backward of the Mushm

masses Election propaganda of the Muslim League 1n 1945
and the bill restricting the Zamindar: system drawn up by the
provincial League mimistry created the 1llusion that the esta-
blisment of Pakistan would automatically solve the problem®
In fact the Mushm big landlords and mdustrialists wanted to
use this situation to further their own interests Groups of
these classes represented by Khwaja Nazimuddin MM
Ispham and Moammad Ali Bogra played sigmficant role i
fomentmg communalism i Bengal Hussam Shahid Suhra-
wardy who became Chief Mmuster of Bengal after the 1945
elections  also used every possible excn e to fan rehgiouns
fanaticism and to organise ant: Hindu riots

On the eve of partiton H S Suhrawardy probably
realised his mistake He now knew that Mushims of East Ben-
gal would never be allowed to establish an mdependent State
He and Maulana Bhashan: met the dissident Congress leader
Sarat Chandra Bose and tried to evolve a formula to mamtamn
the unity of their province by establishing a sovereign
independent State of Bengal 7

On July 30 1947 Suhrawardy met the Viceroy and made a
last mmute effort to pursuade him to accept this formula®
Though the British Governor of Bengal Sir Fredrick Buctow,
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supported Suhravardy the Vicroy beushed hum off ® The
Congress had alresds suwctd the sdes Jinnah  hated
Suhraw 1rdy on this 1ccount w1 b the result thae hus opponent
Khwaga Nazmuddim was appemted the first Chief Mimster
of East Bengal
Those wete the days of hectic 1ctnaty devoted exclusn ely
to the attamment of 2 Mushms homeland undcr the leader
ship of one Qad-¢-Azam In the words of a pohucal
observer the concept of two Mushm &t tes for one Mushm
patson went under the debns of day to day agitation
Over-powered by the emo 1onal speeches of Jinnah and
Liaguat Ah Bengals Muslims forgot the real meaning of the
Lahore Re olution Subtanasdy failed to organise them to
faunch an agtation for achiewing this goal He kept
quet and jouned Mahatma Gandhi to resrore communal peace
n West Bengal
Mohammad Al hnnah made a historic announcement on
August 14 1847  Speaking in the fir<t session of the Pakistan
Constituent Assembly on that day he declared
Everyone of you no matter to what commumty you
belong no matter what your colour, caste or creed s firt
second and last a citizen of this State with egual nghts
prvileges and obligations Incourse of time Hindus will
cease ta be Hindus and Mushires will cease to be Mushws not
1n the rehigious sense because that 1s a personal taith of each
indrvadual but in the political sense as citizens of the Stare *
This was an dea) set forth as a goal before the mewly
born nation  Nobody then could quarrel w1 b Jinnah on the
question of this :deal I feel that Jinnah sincerely beheved
m pathamentarv democracy He told Shri Prakasa the fisst
Indian High Commissioner to Palistan that he did not intend
Pakistan to be an Islamic State®® I do not want to enter
1nto controversy on why Jinnah fatled to assert humself Some
observers believe that it was a result of the Bntish mntrigues
that Jinnah «was influenced by Khahq ue Zaman who became
his chuef adviser even dunng the Prume Minssership of
Liaquat Al Khan  Almost all the key posts in the
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admumstration were s+1ll held by the Brrtish officers 2nd their
stooge Khalig uz-Zaman was nominated Presdent of the
Pakistan Muslm Leagae. Aded and abetted by the Buush
officers this clique manoeuvred 1 such a vay that the
Government of Pakustan became a handmad of Bntsh
diplomacy determined to make the best of the religious
sentuments of the Mulims  Pakistans ivasion of Ka<hmir
was actuelly organised by the British officers of the Pakistan
Government. These officers in ther heart of hearts had no
good opmon of Jinnab, They knew that the * Father of the
Nation, had no admmstrative expenence and as a result
they knew how to flatter lum in order to force bim to act m
accordance with theirr advice  Accordmg to the official
biographer of Jiwnah Hector Bolitho the first Brtish
Commandes 1n Chief of Pakistan Army told him (biographer)
Jmnah was not really interested m the army He had no
1deas on the subject and said tome I have no military
expenience I leave that eptirely to you and Liaquat, '
The debacle 1n Kashmir made Jinnah feel frustrated
Between Avgust 1947 and February 1948 at Jeast four attem-
pts to murdey him were made by the Punjabi ertremuts ! st
made hum nervous. Liaquat All and Khalg uz-Zaman
knew that his days were numbered. They were trying to
buld up ther own factions both unmstakably under
the mfluence of foreiin elements While the former dec-
lared that Pakistan would become an Tskanic State Khalg-uz-
Zaman tevived the campasgn for Pan Islaomem) * Against
thus background 1 sezmsidle to sepeculate whether Jimnah
teally behieved in equal nights of &l the peoplehang in Pakis-
tan. However s far as the Mubms vere coeerned there
w25 no room for doubt Thete were the Ml of Punsab
Smd Baluchistan and the MW F P inthe Westory Wing and
there were the Bengalt Mushms who were 43 to be b nised
mto a sngle mation based on thzfmu]am,m‘ otz of
the uniry of Islam prmeiple
The emument Pakistam historan Dr 1y, Husszn
Qureshs who, though beng 2 non Bepg,y, repe z:mad“”w
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on. notices that there are deep  conflices beeween  one
mr nnd another and between one sict and another ¥
According to the Munir report ne two whonas could agree
onthe defins jonof a Mushm  When faced with a real or
mmaginary theeat Irom India Pakistarus hase found i Islam
an admirabl. symbol or rallying cry for natianal soliderses
tut they hase not been very suceessful wn using Islam to
buld a national conscnsus on more mundane issues ke
equitable 2location of economic resources betacen vanous
parts of the countss P Cry of 'Islam in danger has been
a put slogan for different leadets to safeguard their own
mntesests  Most of nlemas and pirs are consersatne by nature
and are casily exploited by the rultng clasces which nclude
among others  big Jandlords industrialists and professional
politicians  These ulemas and pers supported Jinnah although
the Jatter did not know precisely bow to say prayues  To
them Jinnah was an embodiment of Islam twhereas devout
Mushm leaders Itke Maulana Azad Maulana Ahmad Saeed
Madany and Maulana Hifrur Rehman were enemies of
Islam
The ruling clasces of West Palistan especially the
Puanjabs Jeaders 1gnore perbaps wilfully fhat Istam has never
been the unsdfying force in the long history of the espansion
of Islam Three early Caliphs were murdered by therr
opponents wha were themeelves Muslims ®  The last Caliph
of the Umayyad House was butchered by the armies of
Abu Al-Abbas ® The latter was supparted by the ov.rwhelm-
1ng majority of Perstan Mushms who had msen n revolt
agamst the Umayyads Even the tombs of thece Caliphs
o1 h the exception of those of Mu awiyah and Umar I were
desecrated ' The new rulers dug up their graves and
amused themselves by whipping the poor remnarts of their
bodies and then throwmg them to the flames ® While he
armies of Yazid I killed Hussam  grandson of the Prophet
Caliph Jaafar Almatwakil erdered his men to destroy the
sacred tomb of Hassan the second grandson of the Prophbet
and prolubited the pilgumage of Karbala ¥ The sacred
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mosque built n the memory of Hussam was also destroyed
Caliph Abu-Mansur massacred the followers of Al His
armies attacked Madima and killed thousands of Shia Mushms
mcludmg Mohammad the great grandson of Has an %0 The
followers of Qarmatian Caliph attacked the holy city of
Mecca slaughtered more than 30000 devotees remot ed the
Biswa (cloth covermng the Kaaba) and smashed the Black
Stone temoving the pieces to their capital at Al-Ahsa *in
the Bahnin region of the Perstan Gulf A number of Caliphs
of the House of Abbasia were dethroned killed starved to
death or blinded by thetr Muslim mival At one time three
former Caliphs all blind were wandermg Ihe beggars
through the streets of Baghdad® It 1s necessary to recall
that the so called ulemas alnays prased the conquerors and
never expressed any sympathy for the murdered or the
deposed whom they used to declare defenders of the Faith
dunng their reign. In India the concept of Islamic unty
did not prevent Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah from attacking
and ransacking the Mughal Empire A Mushm Rohilla
captured the Mughal Emperor Shah Atam and blirded hum
Dunng the first World War Arabs roce against the Turkish
Caliphate and established their own states on the runs of
the Turkish Muslim Empire  When the Sudanese Mushms
revolted against Egypt the latter had to grant independence
to Sudan. The late President Nasser of Egypt brought unity
between Egypt and Syna cy estabbshing a United Arab Repub-
hic but when the Syrans revolted ke allowed Syria to regair
its independent soveteign statu  Like Islem othet religions
too including Christiamity and Hindwism  have failed to unite
their folloners  In the context of the pre ent state of affairs
religion cannot become the sole or even the main bass for
umty because m add to hical deration
s0C10 economic 1ssues problems of bread and butter for
millions of men and women and language ard culture play
an ymportant role 1n the formation of a compact nation Un
fortunately the West Pakistant rulers failed to undetstand
or apprecate these realities
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Tt was through sheer luck that ehe West Paksstans
Muslme who did not phy any significint toh, m the sruggle
for the estvbli bmun of Pakivtan emerged s the rulers of
the new born S ate At the me of th Pastuion the Panjab
wis bung ruked by a Brtsh Governor Rhizat Hutts
Mumstry having resigned che Mushm Leacu. foand 1t eff ma
mmonty party in the State Assumbly of the United Punnb
The NWFP was bung gorvernd by a Conrtruss Minstry
huaded by Dr Rhan Salub  Baluchistan was under the direce
admimstration of the Polprcal Department The Congress
was m a position to form Minustry m Sind  but the Brinsh
Governor  Sir Francss Mudie  refused to handever the
Province to the mercy of the Congress ¥ He nommated the
feudal landlord Ayub Kburo as the Clief Minsster of Sind
In NWFP Fhan Silubs mmistry was dismissed by Mr
Jinnah  The new Chief Mimmister Abdul Qayyum nterned
Khan Sahtb and his colleagues on the fimsy charge of con
spimg agamst Pakistan  In the Punjab Nawab Mamdot a
big landlord was installed as the Chief Mmister It was
only m Bengal that the Mushm League formed the majonty
party i the Assernbly Since however Mr Jmaah did not
trus Chief Minsster Subranardy e nommated hhwaga Sir
Nazsm ud din as the Chief Minister of East Bental The
Khwaja though a gentleman by nature was an arch re-
actionary and a big landlord  His old associations with the
British were known to every one  As the new korn state of
Pakistan faced economic difficultse, and the have not polr
ticians were getting strong the rulets of Pakistan played upon
the rel: of the Mus},

The siuation ansing out of the wide spread communal
riots on both sides of the borders and the fighting 1n kashmr
helped them 1 these tactics 1 West Pakistan  While the
commumal sttuation 1n Bengal soon became normal as a result
of the efforts of Mahtama Gandht and H S Subtawardv
the new rulers of hast Bengal tried tc carry on the admaus-
tratton without realising the basic economic 1ssaes  Theds
sident Jeaders were hesitant to orgamse the masses due to the
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overnhelmmg mfiuence of the towermg personalities of Jimnah
and Liaquat Al
Yor the masses Jinnah s word was law However with the
passing of days the hard realittes of life began to influence and
mould the political situation of the Eastern Wing m a natural
way Soon the Bengali Muslims found thetr admmstration
dommated by the Punjabi Mushim officers They behaved
like foresgn rulers  They hated the language and culture of
the Bengali Mushms ~ Instead of setting their energy tothe
well being of the Bengalis they started bringing Punjabi
businessmen from Lahore Layalpur Jhang and Multan and
allowed them to occupy the premses left by the Bengah
Hmdus These new settlers were encouraged to exploit East
Bengal economically They were given quotas and permits
to expand their activities  In addition to these immigrants
thousands of Bihan Muslims came to  settle 1 East Bengal
They were also accorded preferential treatment The Punjab:
officers 1nstigated the new settlers to organise communal riots
1n order to push as many Bengalt Hindus to India as possible
and to occupy their houses lands and busmess premises
Naturally these elements became the backbone to the
Punjab: officers who d d the ad ration Bengali
Mushims who had struggled for the establishment of Pakstan
gawned nothing out of this change Bengalt pea ants and
worhers who for years together fought agamst entrenched
vested mterests found themselves helpless with therr govern-
ment  Big landlords and mdustrialists whether they were
Bengalis or non Bengalts refused to listen to therr grievances
The new mdustrialists from West Pakistan who had succeeded
m usurping the mdustries left over by the Hmdu Marwans
1gnored the unemployed Bengali Muslims and mstead recrusted
Punjabis and Biharis  Punjabs officers in the Police Depart-
ment brought a large number of palicemen from Punsab thus
closmg this channel of empl to the loyed Bengali
youth The Army Selection Board closed 1ts doors on them
on the plea of lack of man power with qualities of leader-
ship ¥ When discontentment among the Bengalt Mashms

v
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grew and people stanted enmiciung the Wess Pakistan rulers,
they were wamed thae they sure  dong a very greac dis
scrvace to the umey of the country % Infus book  Friends
not Masters Ayub Khan stares that he aw how “some of the
pali el dumogogues were gaing ta explot the emations of
the people ¥ He admus thet the mannensm of the West
Pakistans sres atud the Eas Pakistan He oftun heard entt
cism of the conduct of West Pakis ant el survants serving
i East Pakistan However e dismissus, all these allgations
and s atus that they waon duply sntunosted 1o the salfare of
the province ©

The State Government headed by Rhwasa Nazmuddin
was at the merey of the Central liadershup  The Khwaja
wasa weak puson  How could helodge complants with
the Central kadershup agamst the cofonsal behasiour of the
Pumabs officers ? The result was that the situation became
explosn.  Trouble was already brewing and the storm
finally troke in Dacca on July 13 1948  Revolung pohicemen
surroundcd Goternment Hous. and the Chief Mmsters
nsidence  They had d arms and frem
a magaune mn the police lmes and taken definsive posi-
tions  Instead of listerung to therr grievances the Chief
Mimuster rang up Ayub Aban The Pumab: and Pathan
troops were soon called out to crush what was called a
mutiny A number of Bengali policemen including therr
nng leaders wore killed Many more were taken mto
custody

On another occaston m the same year Ayub hbans
boys were again cafled by Rhwaja Nazmuddin when be
had a precarious majority of four in the Assembly He was
worrted that he would soon Jose further support as Fazlul
Hugq had mobalised the students who surrounded the As embly
Hall AyubKhan and Major Pirzada  smuggled the Chief
Minuster out through the hitchen  Mohammad Al Bogra®
wha controlled the four decistve votes on which the destmy
of the Mmstry hanged had m fact already jomed hands
with Fazlul Huq  Ayub Khan threatened to kil Bogra and
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when Bogra resented rudeness Ayub Kban told hum firmly
togohome It wasmthis way that the bayomets of the
Punjabi and Pathan soldiers of Ayub Khan saved the un-
popular mimstry of Khwaja Nazmuddin At the nstance
of Ayub Khan an Ansar force (civil armed guards) was built
up because he felt that such a force would bring disciplne
to the masses ® The real reason why this force was created
was to crush popular movements i the future Witha
similar motive m view the East Pakistan Rifles was organtsed
during Ayub Khans stay in East Bengal The Army leader
who later established his own military dictatorship 1n 1958
probably sensed the danger of the emergence of a popular
movement for full fledged autonomy in East Bengal even in
1948 It 15 unfortunate that mstead of solving the problems
of the Bengali Muslums the rulers of West Pakistan contmued
raising the slogans of Islam in danger  Pakistan m danger

and soon They thought that the roots of autonomy could
be cut by destroymg the Bengali culture and Bengal: language
and by the complete dommance of West Pakistan over East
Bengal Duning the last twenty-three years different tactics
were employed to aclueve this object The rulers went to
the extent of fomentmg communal niots to push out Hindus
from East Bengal in order to tumn the majonity of Bengalis
10to 2 mmonty 1n the overall population pattern of Pakistan

However 1t 1s now obvious that they failed m this nefarsous
game Bengahs may or may not win the present battle but the

roots of autonomy tave become stronger and gone deeper
Sooner or later truth shall triumph
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Chapter IT1

A Peep Into the Background

When one looks at East Bengal oneis struck by the
more than one thousand miles of distance that separates 1t
from We<t Pakistan An ordinary vessal that starts from
Karach: reaches East Bengal after ten or eleven days In
addtion to this geographical distance between the two wings
of Pakistan 1t cannot be refuted that the Bengahs whether
they are Mushims or Hindus belong to a distmet cultural
group Theirs m fact 1s the only culturally cohesive group in
Pakistan  Punjabis and Sindlis may also be regarded as
Imgwstically and culturally identifiable groups but they are
not as culturally well-knit as the Bengahs  Bengalis are
deeply conscious of belongmg to a distinct cultural group
They regard their language as one of the most beautrful and
constantly speak of the heights of literary excellence 1t has
reached ! An East Bengali Muslim writer describes his people
thus

They are not Aryans nor Arabs. Their body and their
mind have been formed by the soft soil of East Bengal by
ts wide blue sky 1ts murmunng nvers 1ts warm bene-
volent sun, 1ts pleasant breeze and its splended seasons.

Nature has given therr mind and body a dustmnctive
stamp *
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Satya Pur o cult with which Hucsain Shah sname 1s associat
ed® There arc sexcral other forms of worship that have been
1n vogue sn Bengal Loth among the Hindus and the Mushms.
For instance Alanik Pir and Aalu Gha.t are worshspped by
both the communitses  Olas Chands 13 worshipped 1n order
to moid epdemics Tinlakh Pir 18 no other than the
Trailakshnath of the Hmdus  The followers of the Neda Dir
of North Bengal sdentify the Holy Prophet with Mahadeva
and Fatima with Mahamaya

Magan Thakur was distinctly the name of a Mushm Chref
Minister of the king of Arakan  The famous Mushm Mims
ter Baduruddin was horoured with the tatle of Pandit for
s wonderful capacity to sing ballads ba ed on the Ramayana
For treating nunor ailments ¢f their children Hindu women
still stand at the doors of mosques bolding little water pots
above their he d o that devout Mushms may utter Koramc
benedictums  as they came out after prayers While Hussamn
Shah restored many Hindu temples ;n Nawadwip Maharaja
Govinda Manikya (1658 AD) of Tripura repawred and
renovated the Shah Shujah Mosque 1n the town of Comilla
Similarly Mirza Hussam Al a native of Tipperah distnet
not only compo ed songs in prase of the goddess halt but
buwlt a temple of hali in Narayanpur According to a
Muslim folk somg Bhagrath a Hindu Chief of Ayodhya

ettled down 1n Bengal  Sultan Ghia uddin appointed him as

is Mmister  One of hus descendents became a Mushm and
married the daughter of the then Sultan  His son was the
famous I ha Khan who displayed exemplary courage in
vindicating the independence of Bengal agamnst the aggression
of the Moghul armies

Wasir Shah who maled Bengal for forty years il 1325
translated the Makabharat mnto Bengall Hus am Shab
appomnted the reputed poet Maladhar Bose to translate
Bhagrat Purane into Bengali n 1480 Hussam Shahs
Governor Paragal Fhan d k1vindra Par. to
translate the Mahabharat Paragal hhans son Chutti Khan
was Governor of Chittagong  He apppomted the poet Su
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Karan Naddi to translate the Ashwamedha Parva of the
Mahabharat mto Bengalt
Shamsher Ghazi the Muslm heto of the ballads called
Shamsher Khizer Khan 1s saxd to have occupted Tipperah
with the blessing. of goddess Kah
0ld Bengaly literature 15 full of mstances of Hindu Mushm
fellowshup 1 the domam of culture In a work called Imam
Yatrar Puntht the Muslm author addresses a hymn to
Saraswats the goddess of learsnmg  Aftabuddin the poet of
Jamil Drlran sends Ius hero to the nether world to seek a
boon from the Saptarishis the seven sages of the Hindu
mythology Hamidullah in his Behula Sunders gives a
description of Brahmmns consulting the Holy Koran to find an
auspicious day  Daraf Khan s Ganga Stotra1s still chanted
by the prous Hindus 10 Bengal A Bengali translation of Mir
Muhammad s Jais1 s Hid: original Padmavat gives a very
deep 1msight into the social hfe of the Hindus of the time.
Inspite of its Sanskntic Bengalr 1t 15 even today recited before
large Mushm gatherings in the district of Chittagong The
renowned Afghan General and Arabic scholar Buuli Khan
was a devout follower of Chaitanya
During the Bhakts movement Bengal produced a number
of Hindu and Mushm poets who were imbued with the idea
of fundamental umty between Vasshnavism and Islam  Tn hs
book Jnansagar Aliraya speaks of Mahammed and Chuastanya
as the mspired devotees of the same god  Saryad Motrred
Akbar (1637 AD) says that the Farshta of ths Yoran
1s Narada of the Puranas Allah 1s Ishwar Paysz smbar
(Provhet) 1 Avtar Adam 1s Shiva Eve 15 Kals, ¥¢ awag
Khizar 13 Vasudeva Mushm saints are Munis and i+ ¢4 Gury,
Bengah language was mfluenced by Persian fro-; whach
1t borrowed nineteen forms of metre and the Gha , = Dursng
the Mushim period, Arabic and Perstan loanwy sedy chufly m
the vocabulary of adminstration luxury zef £ Tsvanz.
made a deep ympact on the Bengals langurze, Ezhiemy te
old vocabulary of Sansknitic oigm?? Q. s b

one comes acro.s Mushm influences 1n Beng, g, ¢ ‘5:13‘12 iy
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as wtroduction of funes in the story of Madhumala ¥
Mushm Bengali pocts sometimes wrote on Hindu themes
Alaol wrote pocms on the famihiar love theme of Radha and
Krnshnn and showed considerable first hand famihanty with
Hindu relittous cetemonte  itutls and customs with Sanskrne
classification  of fenumine emotions and with Sanskn
prosody ¥*

Hindus and Mushms foaght shoulder to shoulder agamst
the British mvaders  History recotds the bravery of Mohan
Lall a young man vell versed in the att of peace and war
who fought for Sirajuddaula 1n the battle of Plassey A Hindu
friend gave protection to Nawab Alwardy khan who was
extremely distressed due to the Mabaratta raide It s <ad
that the Nawab followed hus Hindu friend but the way they
took was a wrong one and when the Hindu frrend realised his
mustake he was so repentant that he killed himself with his
own sword Alwardy Sicajuddaula and members of their
families used to celebrate the Holi festsval

The architecture of Bengal during the Mushm petiod was
a remarkable evidence of the joint efforts of the Indian and
Persian craftsmen  Mast of the craftsuen who blt mosques
and temples at Gauda Mala and Pandua were Hindus who
adopted therr own technique to the peeds of thesr Mushm
masters  The outer arch of the beantiful mosque of Adinah
lachs like the trefod arched canopy of the image of Vishnu
found in the Manbhum distict but the mscrptions and
arabesque omament 1n 1t are undoubtedly 2 contribution of
Saracenic art Thee Mulm bumldings considerably
influenced the construction of many Hindu temples of later
times of which a notable example s the temple at Kanta
Nagar m the Dimajpsr distict which was built mn the
eighteenth century after the style of the mosgues s Gauda

and Malda M
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Chapter 1V

Rise of Political Consciousness
The Biiush The Leaguc and Bengal

The battles of Plassey and Buxar 1n 1757 and 1764 brought
the Mushm rule to an end 1n Bengal ~ The Nawab and lis
nobles from Murshidabad were brought down on their knees
and the Bengali Mushms felt d lised and d dent at
the fate of their nobles ! ‘The East India Company extorted
the Diwani grants of Bengal Bihar and Omssa from the
puppet Mughai Emperor Shah Alam Although the mew
subservient Nawab was still kept at Murshidabad the real
power went mto the hands of the British officers They
appointed their own agents to collect revenue with the result
that a large number of Bengali Muslms were deprived of
thetr ource of income and social position By the Regulating
Act of 1773 the Nawab was deprived of his fouydars and
Nizimat functions and the British officers were appointed
as execatrve officers and judges This deprived the Mushm
mddle class of their place in the police the army and the
judiciaty The Permanent Settlement of Bengal which wasen-
forced in 1793 hit hard the Mushm landed aristocracy  Free
grants of land were resumed by the East India Company to
augument its source of mcome In 1836 Bntwssh planters
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were allowed to own big plantations of indigo The peacants
were deprived of their lands and forced to work as slaves
Brtish plantations
In order to capture the textile industry the Companys
government jnduced the Nawabs to force the weavers—
Targely Mushms—to supply goods at prices below market
rate by 15 to 40 percent* Subsequently these weavers were
forbidden to buy raw cotton from local peasants Instead
they were forced to buy Surat cotton which they imported by
sea at exorhitant prices® The Brtish Gosvernment banned
the import of Indian textiles in the UK and the East India
Company handed over the monopoly of cotton trade to
Bntish traders  Indian weavers were forced under torture to
disclose to Manchester their secrets i bleaching and other
processes* Instances are known of the thumbs of the experts
being chopped off to prevent them from winding sk
Manufacturers in Manchester were provided with cheap raw
cotton and silk enabhing them to export their manufactured
goods to India on competitive rates This destroyed the Indian
textile :ndustry in Bengal which was mamly mn the hands of
the Mushms  Six Charles Trevelyan thus ob erved m 1834
Bengal piece goods have been displaced mn the foreign
market to the extent of above a crore "of rupees a year
and 1n the home market to the extent of about €0 lacs
What 1s to become of all the people who were employed
1 working up this great amount ? °
Similarly Bengah workers were deprived of therr trade
1 salt with the result that thousands of Mushms lost therr
source of imncome In the autumn of 1859 thousands of
cultivators of the extensive plantations of Lower Bengal
defied their British macters and refused to sow mndigo” In
that mutny  which 15 called the Indigo Revolt
Mushms and Hindus fought shoulder to shoulder They were
mercilessly crushed However the Indigo Revolt has
deservedly passed into Bengalt lterature and hitory andis
an abiding aurce of inspiration as the first instance of passive
tesistance m Bangla Desh  The Titu Mir Revolr, a mixed
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religo agranan challenge was an armed fisht mn<ofarasa
d1 .rmed people could put up <uch = fight and 1t may be
good to remind oneself that the Awami League and the E P
Rifles had their forerunners in those men who fought unyield
mngly® In the first war of Independence 1n 1857 Hindus and
Mushims serving in the Bengal Army demonstrated the ame
spint

In order to elimmate the danger of such rebelhons n
future as also to strengthen the foundations of its empire the
the British gos ernment decided to generate antagonism among
vartous religious and regional commumties 1 the country
The Peel Commusston appomnted 1n 1859 told the Bntish
Government that its Bengal armys weakness lay in the
absence of racial prejudice of communal exclu tveness There
wasno ep rting by clan or cla . irto compames In the
Lines Hindus «nd Mushims Sikhs and Poorabias were mxed
up so that each and Jll lost to some extent their racial pre-
judice and became inspired with a common sentiment ?

Sir John Lawrence and Sir Charles Wood supported this
view The latter adv: ed the Viceroy Lord Elgn to break
the communal umty because as he put 1t how could the
the British maintain them elves m India jn the presence of
thsumity Lord Lawrence supported the proposal In 2
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Bengal With the establshment of the Indian National

Congress a strong nationahist movement was agamn gamng
momentum m Bengal The British Government then hit upon
the strategem of partitiomng of Bengal It expected East
Bengal the new province with a compact Mushm majonty
to develop mto a centre of the so-called Mushm nationilism
mumical to the Congress and loyal to the Brtish?!  The
Viceroy Lord Curzon conducted a tour an? told the Muslims
that tus government had taken this deciston to protect the
Muslim culture The Sta esman of Caleutta (then owned
by the Brxish) while supporting thss announcoment wrote
The partition of Bengal 1s calculated to fasten m Eastern
‘Bengal the growth of Mushm power winch it 1s hoped
will have the effect of checkmg the rapidly growmng
strength of the Himda commumty ¥
This announcement enraged the Bengalis particularly
the educated classes among the Hindus But Lord Carzon
was bent upon perpetrating the mischief It 15 said that
Nawab Salimullah of Dacca was also opposed to this plan
1mtially but was won over when a Joan of 100 600 pounds on
2 low rate of mterest was advanced soon after the Dartition ¥
The Government partitioned the province on October 16
1905 Nawab Salunullah and other Mushm arstocrats
hatled thus step as they thought by supporting this decision
they would receive rich benefits

Actually the move was
m no case motsvated by the sole desire to benefit Bengalt

Mushms  Ths 1s evident from the letter dated April 6 1904
addressed by the then officatmg Chief Secretary to Bengal
Government. to the Government of India It states that the
dinded Bengal would pull m different ways and thus fulfil
the mam gbjective of the scheme which was to spht and
thereby wesken a solid body (Indizn Nations! Congress)
opposed to the Britssh rule .
_-~3¥be opponents of partirion started a widespread Swadeshy
campaign They gave a call for the liberation of the mother-
fand  Asthe chmate bwilt up people started burnmg the
Brtish goods  The movement grew mto a verrable menace



3 THE SAGA OF BANGLA DESH

to British interests  Considering duseretion as better part of
valour the British Gosemnment undid the partitton. In the
meantsme however they succeeded in sowmng the seed of
another mischief they induced the Nawab of Dacca to lay
the foundation of the Muslim League The Brtssh Princapal
of Aligarh College Archibald prevaled upon Khan Saksb
Hap Mohammad Ismast and Nawab Mohenul Mulk to
organise a deputation of loyal Mushims to meet the Viceroy
Lord Minto Accordmgly Str Agha Khan led the deputa
tion consisting of 70 Jocal Mushms which met the Viceroy
on Qctober 1 1906 The British Press gave wrde publicity
to this deputattor  Lady Mimnto describes this meeting as 2
Justoric event She recorded in her dwry the followmngd
hnes
This has been a very eventful dav as some one said to
me an epoch in the Indian Justory  We are aware of the
feeling of unrest that exis*s throughout India and dissatis-
faction among the people of all classes and creeds. The
younger generations (of Musltms) were wavening mnclmned
to throw their Jot with advanced agitations of the Con-
gress and a how! wentup that the loyal Mushms were
nat to be suppotted and that the aguatators were to
obtain their demands through agstatton This evemng I
recesved the followmng letter frem an officlal I must
send Your Exceilency a line to say that a very big thng
has happened today a work of statesmanship that wl}
affect Indta and Indian bistory for many along vear It
15 nothing less than the pulling back of €2 millions of
peaple from joming the ranks of the seditious oppost
tion ¥
For the British impernlism it was really a very eventful
day though 1t was 2 black day for India because the
Briush Government actually Ind the founiation of partition
of India on communal lines on this dav by mtroducmg sepa-
rate electorates
Sir Agha kban who was later made Hi. Highness
withour baving a State was elected President of the Mushm
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League One of the amms of the Mushm League was to
project among the Mushms feclings of loyalty to the British
Government and to remove any misconception that may
anse as to the mtention of the Government with regard to
any of its members  In a letter to the Dacca branch of the
Mushim League the Agha Khan stressed that the ‘League
recogmises British rule essential for India and it was upto
the Muslms to apply all therr energy to furthermg British
prestige and nstiling respect and affection for the Briush
1n the public mmd ¥

The Mushm League condemned the Swaraj and Swadesht
movements It was controlled by big Iandlords title holders
and loyal princes like Raja Mansahab Al the Nizam of
Hyderabad Sir Mohammad Shafi and so on  Although
these leaders failed m their efforts to wean away the muddle
strata of Mushms from the nismg revolutionary tide and the
Bntish Government was compelled to revoke the partition
of Bengal regrouping of Bengal and Assam was done m such
a way that Bengal was g:ven a Mushm majonity The Viceroy
Lord Hard v at Dacca for the
special development of Mushm culture

It 18 significant that Nawab Salimullah and Nawab Al
Choudhun of Bengal refused to Jom the Aligarh delegation
that met the Victory They took this step to express their
protest agamnst the Algarh leaders for not mcluding the
question of partition of Bengal m the memorandum that was
to be presented to the Viceroy

Mr Fazlul Haq who was then a young rising advocate
of the Calcutta High Court helped Nawab Salimullah to
organise the first session of the Mushm League held i Dacca
on December 30 1906 The partition of Bengal was annulled
m 1911 In disgust Nawab Salmmullah made Fazlul Hug
who had 1n the meantune jomed the Proeincial Crnl Service
1o resign and take to polities™® Lord Minto speaking in the
House of Lords criticised thus decision as betrayal to the
foyal Mushims of Bengal?® However while the Briish
Government changed Bengal into a Muslm majonity pro-
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vince loyal Mudime Lke the Nawab of Dacea and Sic Agha
Khan utted th et follawers ro* to ag: ate agams thy decr
son™ Thar followers especnlly the poor people mthe
crvem o ters 1 omiy be rereraed did rot gam from
thisdecision  However nctder to plicr e and sreng Fen
the hands of tl e anwe cerr 1e Mushim sections of Benga! the
Brish Governmen  gave special concessions to Mushms m
educational matzers and e ructions were poued that qual
fied Musims should ke offered public appom.ments m
distegard of better qualified Hindue™ The communal poison
1n public services was thus snjected 1n Bengal from very
carly days.®™

The Nawab of Dacca and his colleagues failed to rally
Bengali Mushims around them desps ¢ these concessions from
the British rulers. Fazlul Huq and other radical leaders
wete bitterly disgusted over the policies of the British rulers
and thur henchmen In Apnl 1914 Fazlul Hug severely
criticised the Nawab and the Bniish rulers  He talked of
the parting of ways®™ which meant threat to launch agta
tion for independence The Brissh rulers started doubting
the loyalty of even the Bengali atistocracy They further
knew that these feudal leaders had failed to win the Mushm
masses to their sside  So the rulers turned their attention to
Algarh and started strengthening the hands of communal
but Joyal leaders from the United Provinces While the
Mushim majority in Bengal could become a danger to the
future of the British Raj Mushims i the United Provinces
beng 1n a mnonty could be exploited through their loyal
leaders to inject the communal virus in the political Iife of
India

In course of time the Mushm League came under the
influence of radical leaders like Jinnah Abul Kalam Azad
and Fazlul Hug While it still professed promotion of
loyalty to the Bmtish Crown and protection of Mushms
nghts 1t set fourth for the first time the goal of the attamn-
ment of self government for Indra® The Agha Khan oppos,
ed this resolution because of hus loyalty ta the Brish and
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resigned his permanent Presidentship of the League. Jmnah
seplaced him and said that loyalty to the Mushm League
and the Mu lim mterests would m no way mmply even the
shadow of disloyalty to the larger national cause to which
Tus Iife was dedicated ©
The outbreak of the Firsy World War m which the
Britich fought agamst the Caliph of Turhey aroused Mushm
sentiments agaimst the British Ray  Thus brought the Muslim
League closer to the Congress Fazlul Huq and tus collea-
gues not obsessed with 2 mmnonty complex came under the
infiuence of the emment Congress leader CR Das  When,
1916 Fazlul Huq presided over the Mushim League session]
he was also the General Secretary of the Congress He
jortted the Home Rule Movement started by Annie Besant
and Gandhim With a view to atterpting a new strategy
of seeking Hindu Mushm nnity to confront the Brtish rule
the two parties agreed to sign the hustoric Lucknow Pact
Tke principle of weightage for the mmonty communities m
the provinces was agreed upon  Asa result of thus under-
standing while the Muslm mmorties m UP and other
provinces were to be given over representation Bengah
Mushms with 526 per cent of the population were fiven
40 per cent of the total seats while the Punjab: Mushms with
54.8 per cent of the population were to be given 50 per cent
of seats
‘The Lucknow Pact was soon repudiated by a section of
the Mushim Leaguers They met the Governor-General Lord
Chelmsford and orgamised protest meetmngs under the leader-
ship of Dr AM Subrawardy This created a erivs fn
Bengal  Farlul Hug had to yield ground to save his polzsral
career  Punjabi and Bihan businessien soon dommnated ¢he
political scene 1n Bengal They rased the slogan of Jehad
(Holy War) agamst the infidels (Hindus)  There vere
widespread riots i Calewrta which resulted 1 the deash of
many innocent people
The humiliating Treaty of Serves which dismemt,
Tutkish Empire 10 1920 agamn broughs 2 m';,,m;r:i i:
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Muslims nearer to the Congress In 1920 however Jinnah
left the Congress on the issue of the Non Co operation
Movement He was opposed to lawlessness of any kind,
The Nehru Report tore apart the nationalist Mushms It
15 said that this brought about the final parting of wavs
between Jmnah and the Congress

In the meantime Fazlul Huq forned Krishak Proja Party
of Bengal His appe.l rested onthe socio economic compul
sion of the Mushim Bengal where an mmpoverished Mushm
pesantary were subjected to the gnnd of landlordism
a class largely composed of Hindus* In the field of social
reforms 1t was the only Mushm orgamt ation to have a
concrete  programme envisaging abolition of the deeply
entrenched ramndan system® restrictions on large scale
holdings and reltef from usury*® Ths naturally attracted
the Mushm pesantary towards the Krishak Proja Party
However the Mushim League s movemen for the establish
ment of Pakistan was 1 ly gaining
This movement had the support of religious leaders tig
industrialists and big businessmen. When Congress leaders
refused to accommodate the Leagu. s represcntatives in theie
minustries i the United Provinces and other Hinda majonty
provinces the Mushim League started a widespread anti
Congress ant: Hindu afitation, claiming for stself the distine
tion of being the sole r e of Indian Musl Any
Mushm who cooperated w1 h the Congress was dubbed as a
traitor or an agent of the Hinlus Impelled by the tense
atmosphere created by this campaizn, many nen League
provmncial organusations 11cluding the hnishak Projs Party in
Bengal had to join hands wi h the Mushm League

In June 1933 Fa_lul Huq formed a coal.ion government
comprising represen 2 ives of the }rihak Prop Parry the
Mushim League andthe Hinla hind'ords. Intls way arch
reacicnarwes a~d sycophans lke Phwajpy N\a~uddm
Nawsb Hatu'lah Pakadir of Diacca and | ian Bitadar
Rhwase VMakha 3" Hetamn wlo were beelyonpored o
sll nersons of socal fur ce Ca™e to POWLT 31 Lentesenty tves
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of the Muslim League Naturally they could not support the
policies and programmes of the Krishak Proja Party because
this would have meant the extinction of their own class This
led to an anomalous stuation®  Ta keep the government
gong Fazul Huq combined n himself the Presidentship of
both the Muslim League and the Krishak Proja Party *

In the meantime leadershup of the Mushm League conti-
nued its anti-Hindu anti Congress campajgn unabated
Jinnah levelled serious charges of atrocities agamnst Mushms
m the Congress-governed provinces He appomted a Com-
mittee to enquite mto the<e charges under the Chairmanship,
of Fazlul Hug  Fazlul Huq charged the Congress govern-
ments with conspiring to crush the language and culture of
the Muslims  In his own province he was persuaded to give
preference to Mushms m the services While the non-
Muslim Press severely criticised this policy the Mushm Press
welcomed hus moves At one time he was provoked while
defending hus policies into aymg We are 1n majonity In
case 1o smitable Muslims are avalable for government jobs
we are entitled to bring smtable Mushms even from
Arabiz % The controversy brought the Muslims of Bengal
clo er to the All India Muslim League Jmnah became the
unchallenged leader of the majority of the Indian Mushims
As he clammed hus orgamisation to be the sole representative
of the Muslims he took strong measures to enforce his disci-
phne over his followers throughout the country He knew
Fazlul Huq wielded considerable authonty in Bengal and was
conscious and jealous of his position at the provincial level
simnce he suspected he could rebel against the Mushim Leagus
atany time It was perhaps to check this danger that Jinnah
engineered the histonic re olution mn the Lahore Sez 10n of the
Mushim League m 1940 Fazlul Huq obliged Jinnak and com-
rmutted humself to the disciphne of the League However
Fazlul Huq was a born tebel  In 1941, when fe 2ccepred bus
nomination on the National Defence Council v ghoye geekims
permission from Jinnah the latter asked him ¢o rougn 0=
the NDC This wked Fazlul Huq who oy September P

w
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1M1 sul masted not only bus resigration from the NDC but
alea resgned from the membership of the Workng Committs
ce and the Councid of All Indsy Mushm League mn protest
agminst the arbirary yee of pewee by s Preaden  Ina
statement ¢ sted €0 the Press be ad
The genius of the Pengalt tace revolts aganst autocreey
ard 1 could rot thurcfore help protesting agamst the
autcer ¢ of o single sindsssdu | ¥

Ministers belonging to the Muslim League had to quir the
Calunet A suction of the Mushim League M L.A s howeser
Jomed hands with Fazlul Huq aho formed the Progressive
Coalihon Party i the Dengal Assumbly  He clasmed that
he was stlf President of the Provincial Mushm League. In
retabation  Rheaja Nazumuddin, the Nawab of Daces
HS Schrawardy and others formed therr own Mushm
League Legrature Party wmd pronounced thew unfinching
loralty to Jinmah  Jisnah <everely cnncwsed the activities
of Fazlul Huq and smd

Fazlul Hug has been a party to intrigues with other
groups and has broken anay from the Mushm League. He
has been now for some considerable me trying to stab
the Mushm Leagye 1 the back %

The matter did not end here  Jinn1h expelled Fazlul Huq
from the memberstip of the Mushm League Thus the
gentleman wha spansored the Lhore Resolutson of 1940 for
the creation of Pakistan was thrown out of the orgamusation.
Fazlul Hug threatened to challenge this order ma court of
law® It cannot be demed that Fazlul Hug wielded tremen-
dous force i the Mushm politses of Bengal Junahs action
caned a ternfic furore  Begum Ihramullah who was very
close to bex coumn Hussan Shatnd Suhrawardy writes this

At this uncture 1¢ 1941 the Mushm League was stll

a very small and unimportant orfannatton while Fazlul

Huq was one of the guants of the sub continent He

mamtaned—and there were many of them to support

him ~that he was every bit as good as Qaid 1 Azam hiev
self apd was not gong to take orders from brn ¥
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Dissdent Congress members under the leadership of
Sarat Chander Bose Anglo-Indian and Europzan members
Natwonalist Mushims and Scheduled Caste b yowed
hands with Faztul Hug who formed Iis second coalition
cabmer on December 12 1941 Members of the Mushm
League and Kiron Shanker Roy s group of the Congress sat
n oppostion The Mushm League succeeded in winmng
over a numbet of members of the coalition party and passing
ano-confidence motion agamst the Mistry As a tesult
of this Fazlu Hul had to submit his resignation on March
29 1943 The Governor asked Khwaja Nazmuddin to
form his mimistry  Jinmah hailed this event as the victory of
the Mushm League

Both Khizer Hayat (Chref Minsster of Punjab) and Fazl-
ul Huq charged Jinnah with playing the role of a dictator
While the latter farled to oust Khizar from power his wnt
tan 1n Bengal and hus interference m the provincial affairs
continued unabated During a general discussion on the
budget in the Bengal Assembly in February 1944 Fazhul Huq
attacked Jinnah and the provincial government thus

The provincral automony 1s non existent and the State

Government 15 suppliant to Jinnah to the extent that the

dictates of the dicator totally ignore the real feelings of

the people ¥

Inthe struggle between the Congress and the Mushm
League British authorities supported the latter While m
the Punjab the Brtish officers encouraged the Muslim League
to Jaunch an agitation against Khizer Hayat s Unjonust Coali~
tion Mrustry which mcluded Congres. Mimnssters the British
officers m Bengal wanted to strengthen the postion of
Khwaja Nazmuddin  On March 28 1945 twenty-ejght
government supporters cros.ed the floor with the result that
Khwaja Nazmuddins government suffered defeat on a snap
vote 'The Speaker adjourned the Assembly sine die, saymg
that as a Tesult of this defeat the government was no longer
moffice The Governor Lord Casey dishked the attiude
of the Speaker and nstead on calling the majority Yeatan
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Tazlul Huq 1o form an sktemative minssrry he progelmated
Guovernor s rule under section 93

It wall be recalled that even m March 1943 Falul Hug
wasin a poution to form an altermative mnistry after hus
defertbut ashe pursie be was  decaed imto signing the
lester of seugnatson™ of hisoffice ™ Wi h the same motive
mview the Governos dupnind the oppostion Jeader hus
ught to form an alternus. govemment In hus book
Personal Expenence Lotd Casey erticrnd the twunty erght
members who had crossd the floor as also the Speaker

He says
It was my funcrion to say whether there was a mmstry

i office and sot th  Speakers Ths was the fast

stran, %

Elections in 1946 made H S Suhrawardy the man of the
hout He won a majonty for the Mushm League  He was
allowed to form government  He supparved the demand for
Pakistan.  Under sns ructsons from Mr Jinnah  the Mushm
League members decided to boycott the procecdmts of the
Consutuent Assembly Subrawardy supported his demand
for setting up two constitutson mahing badies. Highly pro-
vacative speeches were made in the Mushim League Comen
tion held mn Delhs from April 7 to Aprd 10 1946 Sir Feroze
Khan Noon a former member of the Viceroys Executive
Council threatened for mstance to follow m the footsteps
of Changer and Timus to achieve the poltical goal of the
Mushun League ¥  Before the Convention was dussolved
the Mushm League Patty members m the Central und pro
vineal Jegstatures took an oath pledgmg to wndergo any
danger tnal or sacrifice which may be demanded for the
attamment of Palistan ¢

Jinnah threatened violence to attam hi, goal  He asked
us follow ers to hold what he called a *Direct Action Day on
August 16 1946  For Suhranardy a man of gre.t ambitions
wwasa golden opportumty to demonstrate hus power over
Bengal Mulns and his enthusiasm for Pakstan @ He
announced that August 16 would be a general hohday 1n
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It 15 saud that a Bengali genuus Abdul Hashim 2 man of
Burdwan met Sarat Chander Bose Suhrawardy and Bhasham
and told them that the establisk of an Indepandent State
of United Bengal was the real <olution to the problem

On May 20 Sarat Chander Bose convened a meeting at
his residence which was attended by Suhrawardy Fazlur
Rehman Moh.mmad Al Bogra Abdul Hasham Abdul
Mallick kiran Shanker Roy and Satya Ramjin Bakshe It 1s
said that a tentatne agreement to keep Bengal umited was
armved at Mr Boe and Hasham <gned the document

Inview of its historic mmportance I quote the text mn

extenso

(1) Bengal will be a State The Free State of Bengal will

decide 1ts relations with the rest of Indra

(2) The Constitution of the Free State of Bengal will

provide for election to the Bengal Legislature on the
basis of jomnt electorate and adult franchise with
reservation of seats proportionate to the population
amongst Hindus and Muslims

The eats as between Hindus and Scheduled Caste
Hindus will be distributed amongst them i propor

tion to their respective population or m such manner
as may be agreed to among them

The constitution will be multiple constituencies and
the votes will be distributtve and not cumulative

A candidate who gets the majority of the votes of his
own community cast during the elections and 25 per
cent of the votes of the other communities so cast
will be declared elected

1€ no candidate satisfied these conditions that cand:

date who gets the largest number of votes of his own
communty will be elected

(3} On the announcement of His Majesty s Government

that the proposal of the Free State of Bengal has been
accepted and that Bzngal will not b. partitioned the
present Bengal Minustry will be dissolved and a new

N
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Tntermm Mimstry brought into heipg; cona-tmg 6f an® s
equal number of Mushms and Hindus (neluding
Scheduled Ca.te Hindus) but excluding the Clief

Minister
In this Minustry the Chief Mimuster will ke 1 Miohim

and the Home Mimister a2 Hindu
Pending the final emergence of 1 legislature and 2
Munistry under the new cons itution the Hindus
(including Scheduledcase Himdus) will base an equal
Jhare m the Scrvices melading mihitary and  police
The Services will be manned by Bengahs
(5) A Con. ituent A embly compo ed of 30 per.ons~
16 Mushms and 14 non Mu hims—will be elected by
the Muslim and non Mu lim members of the Legisla-
ture re<pect: ely excluding the Europeans
Th.s agreement v s to be ratified first by the provincial
organisations of both the Consres and the League and even-
tually by thetr High Commanls
On May 22, Sara* Chander Ro e commumicated the terms
to Mchatra Gandis  ho replied as folloms
Patra 24-5-1947

“

=

My de.r Sara+
I have you- rove. There 13 nothing m the drafe
tipulating the « ne<? =17 o 1 ke done by mere majonity
Exery act of Go esrmzn. ru t carry with it the co-
Operation of 2t lea ¢ t~ o-third, of the Hindu members
the Execatrv e and the L4¢t lature.
There hould be an admuss

Beng:
common culture and common mother '°"l‘i‘:g_— engals
Make ure that the Central Mush Ue approves

of the propo al notwithstaning TRITS to the conteary

Delby T %oy
1f your pre.ence 1s neces X3 w 22l telephonz
or teleygraph 1 propore to di cuss the draf- wppy the Wt ork-

mg Committee

on that pengal has

Yomrs
Bap=
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The two parties met again and revsed the drafe To clause
(1) was added this supulation  The question of jomung any
Umion will be decsded by the Leguslature of the Free State
of Bengal by a two thirds majorty

Clause (2) w1s amended to Jay greater emphasss on jomt
electorates and on communal co apetation

Its last sentence was altered to make the requirement of
25 per cent of the votes of the other community compul<ory
n addition to the largest number of votes of the candidates
own commumty Taithing this the candidate who gets the Jar
gest number of votes out of the total vates polled will be elec
ted But as Mr A G Nocrani pomts out  the draft stipula
ted an over all two thirds majonity for future affiliation of
the State and not the two thirds of the Hindu members as
Gardbin had adviced

Still a fot of progress had been made Only Calcutta
knew not that things had undergone such a radical change
m Delbi as to knock ont the bats of a sovereign united
Bengal

“The negotiations had been proceeding on the basis of the
Viceroys original plan of demission of authority to the
provinces 7

As pomted out eatlier the Brtih Governor of Bengal

supposted this mo e The Vicerovs representatives Lord
Ysmay and Mr George Abell had already left for London
on May 2 to seek the Bntish Government s approval for the
Viceroy s propo als  ‘This was recened on May 10 subject
to certamn revicions  The Viceroy showed the tev ed draft
to Pandit Nehru who rejected the propo al and said that this
prape al would disruptne d: everywhere
and chaos and weakness He wanted transfer of power to
the Centre or to two Centres not to the prowinces directly
Perhaps he knew that the British Govemor of Punjab was
supporting 2 umilat move for hus province ** and 1 would
have led to the creation of <everal independent States that
would have sought direct affiliation with the Brinsh Cormon
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wealth The Vicerov informed London of Nehru s reactions
and was summoned home to clarsfy matter  He returned
onMay 30 In the meantime Mr VP Menon had prepared
an alternative plan which was also discussed inLondon  The
Viceroy mformed Subrawardy that the changed scheme of
things left Iittle reom for provincial autonomy However
te told im that 1 the Bzngal Assembly were to pass a
resohution a king for independence he would certanly consi-
der 1t n the hight of the Government s recommendations #
Lord Mourtbatten s adx1 er Mr Hudson wnites

Mr Suhrawardy had reported that <ince their previous
diccus<ion he had been conferning with Mr Kiron Shankar
Roy akout keeping Bengil umited 3nd had brought in
Mr Sarat Chandra Bose the Socalist leader (brother of
Subhas Commander of the Indian Nauonal Army)

They had made good progress and on the whole he was
hopeful There had been talh of declaring Bengal a
Socralnt Republic on which pomnt the Viceroy emphacised
the lications of Ci ealth membership

He al.o warned Mr Suhrawardy that Pandit Nehru was
not mn favour of an mdependent Bengal unlessit was
closely linked with Indsa after partition feeling as he did
that the exigencies of partition would anyhow causz East
Bengal to retumn to India in a few years time

Nevertheless Tord Mountbatten promised that if an
agreement were reached on a Hindu Mushm coalition
Mimstry m Bengal be would do hus utmost to get the
national leaders with Mr Gandhins belp to accept this

and to agree that the final announcement <hould contamn

N0 reference to the partition of Bengal

The plan fizzled out tecause m the meantime the High
Commands of both the parties came down publicly agaimnst
the plan On May 28 the Working Committee of the Pro-
vincial Mushm League passed aresclution declaning that 1t
had nothing to do with the propocals that have been

blished m certamn
Constitution for Bengal

for the settlement of a
The Working Committee stands
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firmly by the Mushim League demand for Pakitan and
declares that Mr Jinnah 1s the sole authonty to negotiate the
future Canstitution ¥
The syme day the Genersal Secretary of the All India
Congress Commitree 1 sued 1 statement repudiating the United
Independent Bengal formula
Mr Sarat Chandra Bose howeser was determmed to
continue his effors to keep Bengal united He aid  1have
conviction in my propocal and hall stich to 1t to the last
He aid that he never objected tc Bengal remaming withm
the proposed Indian Umion  What I ay 1s that only a free
Bengal can dectde her relations with the rest of India
It eems th.t m the beginmng Jimmnah was not oppo ed to
this plen becan « he hod .lready 1ssued a statement that the
rroro .! for the partition of Pengal was a smnsster move
scti ated by spite and hitterness a However he had begun
to doutt Suhr.wardy s sincerity
The Viceroy gave up this plan and on June 3 1947
announced his plan for the partition of the country including
Bengal and Punjab
On June 8 Gandhij1 wrote to Bose thus
I have gone through your draft I have now discus ed
the scheme roughly with Pandit Nehru and the Sardar
Both of them are dead against the propo al and they are
of opsmion that 1t 1smerely a trick for drading Hmdus
and Scheduled Caste leaders
With them it 1s not merely a eusprcion kut almost a
conviction
They feel also that roney s bemng lavishly expended m
order to secure Scheduled Caste vote
If such 1s the case you should gre up the struggle at
Jeast at pre ent For the vmity rurcha ed by corrupt
practices would be wor e than a frank partitzen it temg
a recognition of the established divr 1on of hearts and the
unfortunate expenences of Hindus
I see also that there 1s no prospect of transfer of power
outside the two parts of India
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On June 14 Sarat Chandra Bose wrote to Gandhmt
denyimng the charges about bribery and trichery He sad

' have not the shightest doubt that if a referendum were

taken the Hindus of Bengal by a large majonty would

vote agamst partition

He appealed Mr Jinnah to recon der over his decision.
He ard Bengal 1s passing through greatest crisis
tustory but she can yet be saved The request I am making
0 you 1s 1n accordance with the views you expressed to me
when we met But 1t seems to me that if you merely express
your views to your members and not gne them specific
mstructions as to how to vote the situation cannot be saved
If Muslim members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly vote
solidly as suggested Ithmk Lord Mountbatten will be com-
pelled to convene another meeting of all members of the
As embly (other than Europeans) at which a d can be
taken on the 15sue as to whether the Province as a whole
desires to have a Constituent Assembly of her own

On June 20 memkbers of the Bengal Legislative Assembly
met together and voted by 126 votes to 90 to jomn Pakistan
The representatives of West Bengal therefore met and voted
for partition of the province by 58 votes to 215

Dr S Jeelams then Chief Editor of Jinnahs Calcutta
darly Morning News  tells thus

Both Sarat Chandra Bose and Subrawardy fell inTove

with this 1dea  I'met the Trio at Sarats restdence and

1t was decided that I lay the plan before Jinnah But

while I was on way to Delht Suhrawardy leaked the

news to the Press He had expected that Jinnah would

welcome the 1dea and he wanted to take the whole credit

to humeelf

1 amved at Dell six hours after Jinnah and Nehru had

denounced the move Shyama Prasad Mukerjee also

dismis ed 1t out of hand but for another entirely diffe-

Tent reason  When I met Jmnah he asked me to return

to Calcutta and tell Subrawardy that he was a trator

and wanted to sell Pakistan to the Hindus




54 THE SAGA OF DANGLA DESH

By a lucky comciderce Dr Muketjee was on the same

plane which I took bick to Caleutta He had a soft

corner for me and told me frankly tht 2 One Bengal

could ot be entertamed 15 1t was bound to become a

state where Bengah Mushms would be i overnhilming

majority which was sur. not to tolerate the Hindu

mmonty having alrcady mmbibed the porson which Jinnak

bad provided ¢

The conception of a unuted Independent Bengal practi
cally died at this stage bur the firc of rebellion
agamst autocracy that was kindled by Fazlul Huq in 1941
smouidered

The Brtish rulecs used to dub i Bengalis usa non
martial race overloohing the fact that Bengahs had their
own traditions of revolution. The Indigo Revolt the
Swadesht movement of 1905 and revolutionary movemerts
of the eatly thirties were 10 2 way fore runners of the sub<e-
quent war of independence 1n Aprd 1930 Young tevolu
tionartes stormed and captured the police armoury in
Chittagony  They raised the tri colour over police head
quarters The fight from the hills ard villages contmnucd for
three vears upto the capture and execution of the young
revolutionary leader Surya Sem who wrote the history of
revalution with fus own blood

Cemulla was the hub of revolutionary activities for two
decades Here peasants and workers carned on the antr
smperthast struggle for many years Dunng the forties My
smensingh was the field of Hajang movement—and Mon Singh
18 still with the fighters of Bangla Desh though past 70
Such 1s the tradition that the United Bengal handed on to
the people of Bangla Desh
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being watched bythe CID  Her correspondence was censor-
ed and her telephonre talks tapped ! Miss Jinmah could not
forget that when her brother was dying Liaquat Alt was
busy hatchmg pohtical comspiracies to further s own
mterests  She welcomed Suhravardy tecause mn hum she
found a per.on who could challenge the authornity of Liaguat
Al khan Fatima s blessings strengthened hus hands  Even
the progressive and pro communist elements 1n West Punjab
headed by Mian Iftakharaddin supported him Ahrar
leaders Lke Sheikh Hassamuddim and Shorash Kashmu
welcomed biw  Inthe NW F P dugruntled leaders headed
by Pir Manki Shanif yomned hands with him Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Xhans Red Shirts found in um a bold leader to
support the cause of democracy Influen 1al newspapers like
the Nwwa: Waqt Pakistan Times Imroze and Chattan
boosted his personality In Sind old nationalists like
GM Syed and Abdul Mapd Sindhu wilcomed him  In East
Bengal Maulana Bhashami Shethh Muyb ur Rehman and
cther _talwarts flacked around him Subrawardys Awami
Mu,im League founded by Maulana Bhashar: became a
strong national political organsation which could challenge
the authonty of Liaquat All Khan and his faction-ridden
Mushim League

Understandably Liaquat was very wuch upset by the
growmng populanty of Suhrawardy and bis Awami League
He dencunced bim as a trator  Since howesver Suhrawardy
had the support of Fatima Jinnah still deeply respected
ameng the people the result was that the Press started
denouncing Liaquat Al The powerful Urdu daily of

Lehore Nina: Wagt, defended Suhrawardys activities m
India thus

Subrawardy 1s a -elfless Jeader of the nation, When other
leuders left the Muslhums of India to their fate he was the
only leader who risked his Iifc to save them No doubt
he was thinkmng in terms of an Independent Bengal but 1f
te bad succeeded 1n achieving his objective the proposed
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Independent Bengal would have become a part of Pakis

tan ultimately *

There 15 no doubt that despr o his shortcoming  Subea
wardy was able to make his imate strong 1n Pakistan by espous
g the cau ¢ of demoeracy He did no* demind an independ
ent <o ereign status for East Buntal but he d d support mn e
n1l autonomy for the Eas ern Wine  He was krown as a
leader of progressive movements in Pkistan

As far 1¢ East Bengal was concerned the glamour of
Pakictan w1 hats high sounding <logane faded <oon after the
establishment of the new State  The ministry i East Bundal
hewded by Rhwaja Sir N1 imiddin failud to enforce any
ageatan reforms [t did not draw up anvy plins to teduce
unemplovm n*  Mushim officers and industriilists frem West
Punjab and N W F P succeeded i dommatnt the admins
tration and inductry  The Chief Secretary A 1 Ahmad was
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Bengahs  All this was bound to create resentment among the
Bengah  Thus as early as 1948 v was reported A feeling
1s growing ameng the Bengalis that their prounce 15 temng
neglected and treated as a mere colony of Western
Pakistan $
1t may be recalled that the Chiet Minuster of East Bengal
Khyaja Sir Nammuddin was 1 member of the distingushed
feudal famly of the Nawnbs of Dacca that had for everal
generatyons played an actise part i the Mu hm ccmmunal
movement headmg s orthodox wing on the evtreme nght®
He was clo ely connected with the Mushm landowners m
TEast Bengal and with the leading circles of the orthodox
Mushin divines  He was kmghted for his cervices to the
BotrhRa) But all aid and dore be wa. a2 weak man not
very intelligent and easily handled? Since he represented
big landlords he was oppo ed to land reforms As the
Punjabs officer. domnated the adminsstrution, he could not
rare hus voice n support of Bengali Mu<lims with the sresult
that as time pas ed people tarted hating um This hatred
and restle <ne s reculted ultim.tely in a widespread agitation
#hich was suppre ed by the Army headed by Ayub Khan
While hhwaja Nazimuddin wanted West Pakistanss belp
to remain in  addle Bengall elements re ented this teha~
viour  Colonel Ahmad wrote
Most of the ensor officers had come from West Pakis~
ten feeling too unhappy to be discreet Trey vould
complain 1 extremely hitter terms (about the emviron-
ment of roral East Bengal and lack of luvury and comfort~
of urban areas) even in the pre ence of Eact Palistamis
whom they blamed for 2!l the miery and inconsentence
A thou and mle wide gulf already existed geographically
tetween the people of the two provinces  Tementy and
mmpudence of the We t Palustarus wa- widerung it emc-
tionally much further
A Bengali Mushm  Abdul Salam who was then incharge
« Crvil Supplies Accounts later wrote
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It may be a pews to many even tcdav that for months
after August 1917 the Prosincinl Government was kept
runmyng by the ale proceed of the Civil Supplies food
stuffs only  Monies due ta Provincial Government were
not being transferred to its accounts through the maptt
tude of the Central Goverpment officials concerned
Even at this date the patmotism of Bengalis was bemg
questioned to erve the nefatious designs of some peo
ple ¢
Although Khwaja Nazimuddim wa  appomnted Governor
General of Palistan the Central Governments attitude
towards East Bengal did not change An tnqury agamnst
Hemidul Huq Chaudhurt was ordered by the Governor
General although the deciion was tahen at the adwice of
Prime Mt ter Liaguat Al Khan who had made himan
seffective Head of the State  An eminent Pakistam author
testifies to this thus
Khwaja Nazmmuddin <ucceeded to the office of the
Gotvernor Geperal but not to the authonty that Quide
zam had wiclded This office was offered toim by
Liaquat Al Liaquatsvery fits act was to take over
the portfolio of the State and the Frontwer regions from
the Gosernor General an act that was symptomatic of
the hift m rower frem the Governor General to the
Prime Mmuter The practice of Governor General
presiding over the Cabuinot me. mngs had almost cevsed
That hhiwaja Nazimuddin was a puppet 1n the hands of
Liaquat Ali s proved by the formers evidence before the
Court of Endary coneyrud v 1953 to enquire imnto the
disturbances 1n the Punjat He aid
As far as Qml. A=am (Jionah) was concerned Idid
not hai. the oprortanity of meeting him after Partiron
ard discasung the future cons'1u 1on of Pakis an. As
far as Qud-¢ Milla (Liaguar Ali Khan) was concerned
Idiin rakemahmer s 1t Odlya the time the
Bau~ Prin s Comm hal b n appomned and 1
wasd aln. w1 hthe aueetor Quid - Milla hum el was
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responsible for the Objectives Resolation and over ruled

all opposition to 1t in the Mushm League Parliamentary

Party

Khwaja Nazmuddin and his Chief Mumuster n East
Bengal Nurol Amin were helple.s because they depended
upon the West Pakistani rulers for safeguarding their own
politscal poation Ayub khan bad saved Nazimuddms
Minustry in Fast Bengal by deploymg his army agamst the
students and pea ants 1n 1948  Nurul Amin depended upon
Prime Mmister Liaquat Ali agamst the restless and indig-
nant masses led by Fazlul Huq Suhrawardy and Bbasham
Liaquat Al and other old guardse disliked Suhrawardy
He bad refused to allow the Mushm League Party m the East
Bengal Assembly to elect its new leader after Nazimuddms
appomntment as Governor-General of Pakistan  Instead he
instructed the Governor to appomnt Nurul Amin as the new
Chief Mmister Subrawardy had left the orgammsa-
tion and joined the Awam: {Muslim League already formed
by Maulana Bhashani A number of their supporters 1 the
Muslim League left 1t to Join the new orgamsation  In these
crcumstances Nurul Amin had to play the role of a second
fiddle to save hisown skin  In the process Awami League
became the champion of the Bengal: masces

Maushim masses m East Bengal builders of Pakistan were
disillusioned  They felt that real power was gravitating
towards the West. In such a situation East Bengals political
leaders found themselves not even as the mansabdars of the
Karach: rulers They felt neglected and batrayed as the
West made increasing mroads into therr sphere of action
and authonty 1*  Although Bengalis were m a majority mn
the overall population of Pakistan they had no voice n the
Central admmsstration there being Just one ICS officer
from the eastern wing  In the bureaucracy mulitary or ciwvil
East Bengal ¢ d almost As a Pakistam
Writer puts 1t "In East Palustan the representatives elected
were lawyers teachers religious leaders professional politi-
c1ans and clerks most of whom wanted mavirmiem neamnasal
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autonomy and resented the trong admimstrative control
from Raracht The stuition was aggravated by the fact
that the Centrl burcaucrats had been oyerw hefmmngly drawn
from West Pakistin®  Naturally the bureaucrats supposted
their own political leaders who were determmed to keep
Last Bengal 1n thetr grip  Thev could not allfow Bendalis to
dominate Pahistan eimply by vutue of beng in majonty
They had struggled for the ectablishment of Pakistan to
throw off the dor11ation of the Hindus and to rufe over the
country They were determined not to allow Bengalis
to  share this quthonty No doubt Bengalis were
Mushms but as faras therr colture religion and ethmic
traits were concerned they were foreigners The slogan
of Islamic umty was i fact meant ta heep their mouths shut
Equal sh re m the ervices meant reduction of therr own
share mn adminsstration  Landlord officers and politicrans
from West Pakistan jJust could not 2fford to enforce land
refarms

People mn East Bengal however wanted to enjoy the
fruits of freedom  They wanted their due share m admims
tration as well as in political Iife  The oppressed pea antry
expected enforcement of radical afratien reforms The
colomal legacy and the politics of the ruling bloc of land-
lords and big tndustrialists robbed the people of East Bengal
of the fruits of independence  The Islamic State gave them
nether agranan reforms nor btter living  During the first
vear after the establshment of Palstan the cost of living
of factory and office worters showed a disastrous upward
trend No improvement was obsetved i the followmg
years Labour conditions at plantations most of them stiil
owned by Bnoush iterests were unbearable Plantation
Tabourers who numbered £0CC0 85000 m 1948 1950 did rot
bave any benefit of lakour legislation Comtracted workers
were 1n effect bondsmen of the contractors and planters
Not only they but therr children too were fotbidden to seek
part time earmung elsewhere ™ on the pretext that the Islamic
State would stself see to the welfare of the working people
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"The Government thus practically snatched the nght of the
workers to strike

Peasant unrest broke out that autumn i Mymensmgh
Yessore Khulna and few other districts  In Sylhet the willage
of Haldar was the centre of the movement. Peasants refused
to work for the landlords demanded aboliion of nankar
system wanted cash payment m return for their labour and
1nsisted on their heniditary right to the plo s they receved
from thexr landlords A conference of students convened
1n Mymensmgh, and a meeting of the League of Democratic
Youth convened m Rajshaks, supported the abolition of the
property nghts of landlords and pleaded for mmmediate
tehef to the pessants The Kisan Samuti 1ssued a call
for the abolition of such mights without compensation
As the Mushim League was opposed to all such
demands, the leadershup of these mo went mto the
hands of Commumsts who had among therr ranks a number
of Hmdus *  The Mushim League leaders who were playing
mto the hands of big landlords d Ci
eaders as ‘enemy agents ¥ In Jessore Distniet 85 peasant
leaders were arrested in the autumn of 1948 Punutive police
units yolunteers of the Mushim Teague and ired goondas
of big landfords attacked the peasants Their houses wese
looted and destroyed Their owners were forced to tun
away and some of thém were klled or wounded 1

Punjaby settlers and Mushim refugees who came from
Bihar were meited to attack the enemy agents These
fanatics soon became a powerful bastion of reaction and
communalhsm  With the connivance and help of the non-
Bengal officers these el organised ¢ 1 riots
m which a number of peisons lost their hives Members of
the Police force took active part in these provocations—
lootng Hindu villages and and Lilling ful
veasants 1* Undouttedly the orgamsers of these riots wanted
to kill two birds with one stone  they wanted to safe-
guard the mterests of big landlords and also to push the
maxmum pumber of Bengalt Hindus out of the Eastern
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wing to tum the majonity of th
nto 1 mnority 7 of the Bengal: speaking porulaion

According to the census of 1951 Urdu was the mother
tongue of only 24 milhon ctizens i Pakustan which consh
tuted 33 percent of the population Only 7.3 percent of the
teer) population could speak Urdu at alf  While 98 percen*'
of the smhabitants of Bengal spohe Bengali only 11 percent
of the population”® hnew Urda  This led to the nescapable
conelusion that Urdu was not the national language of the
people of Pakistan  Bengalis were proud of thewr languate
It was lecause of its secular and hberal features thatit
could mfluence both Hindu and Mushm leaders The rulers
of Pahistan incloding Jinnah and Liaquat Alf saw inthe
situaton a lurking danger of Bengali nationalism  They wete
aware that East Bengal 10 addition to beng so distant from
Karachs was also the home of Bengaly culture and that xrs
people were i an overall majonity in the country They
also knew that m Parhamentary democracy the majori y
had the right to rule the country  In order to ward off this
danger the rulers decided to suppress the Bengali Iznguage
which was the root cause of the fsecular outlook of the
Bengalis They raised the slogans of Islamic wmity' and
suggested that Urdu which was wrtten m the Arabic script
and had a strong admzture of Arabic and Persian words
should be the State language of Pakistan This proposal
enraded the Bengahs whose representatives m the Consti-
tuent Assembly were not allowed even ta speak 1 Bengal ¥
1t was an unwise®® step bu even Jinnah wsisted on xt  In the
eyes of those who wielded power Bengal was a language
of un Islamic ongin.  In February 1948 a minomty mem-
ber of the Constituent Assembly Dhrendra Nath Duatta
moved an amendmen mn the Rules of the House to allow
members to speak m Bengall Prime Mmister Liaquat Ab
rebuked hum thus

Palastan 1s a Mu kim State and 1t must have as sts Iingua

Franca the Janguage of the Muslims  [The mover] <hould

realie that Pakistan has been created because of the
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demand of a hundred million Mushms 1 the sub-conti-

nent and the language of the hundred million Musbms 15

Urdu It s necessary for a nation to have one language

and [for us] thts language can only be Urdu and no other

language '

The Mushm League members from East Bengal could
afford to keep quiet m Karach: Even the Chief Minister of
East Bengal Khwaja Sit Nazimuddin did not utter a word
agamst this statement But the Bengali Mushm student
were filled with anger To say that Bengali language was
un Islamic was an nsult to their sentiments  They set up an
Action Committee and drew up a sertes of demands  Ther
demonstrations caused a great deal of alarm in the official
circles n Dacea and undoubtedly wornied Nazmuddn  As
Jinah was to vist Dacca on March 10 1948 the Chuef
Minster wanted to ayoid ugly scenes He arranged a meeting
with the Action Commttee where he accepted all the
following demands -

L The East Bengal Assembly chould adopt a resolution
making Bengall the offictal Tanguage 1n East Bengal and the
medim of mstruction m schools and college

2 The East Bengal Assembly should by another resolu-
tion recommend to the Central Government that Bengali be
made one of the official languages

3 All prisoners arrested during the movement should be

released
Ban on newspapers which gave support and publi-

cised the movement should be hfred

5 A commssion should be set up immediately to iy ests-
fate mto the atrocities commutted on the students by the
police’and their Commanding Officers

6 It should be declared that the movement was mspired
by Iighly patriotic motives and sentmments and the Chief
Mimister should say o m a broadeast over the Dacea Radio

7 Al warrants of arrest agamst workers of political

Parties who had jomed in the movement should be with
drawn
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8 The Chief Minuster should withdraw hus previous
statement 1 which he called the agitators Commursts and
agents of the cnemies of the State

The Punpabt dominaeed buteaucracy was displeased over
the agreement  On hus arrnal at Dacca Jinnab's mmd was
poisoned by this burcaucracy  He was advised o repudiate
this agreement At hus very firot public meeting m Dacca
the audince left m protest agamnst his announcement that
Urdu must be the only State language  Angry students held
violent demonstratrons agawst nm AN schools and colleges
were closed Students removed Jinnahs portrags from
therr  chools and colleges™ Their real day armved on
March 24 ahen Jinnah went to address the Ceonvocation of
the Unnersity The o d ded r i of
Bengals ! as a State I at par with Usdu
The Father of the Natton as Jinnah was called was annoyed
over the atsogance He roared

Is 3t not sigmficant that the very persons who m the

past have betrayed Musalmans or fought agamst Pakistan

which 1s after all merely the embodiment of your funda
menral right of self determmation should now suddenly
pose as the <avours of just nights and mctte you to

defy the Government on the question of language? I

mu t wagn you to beware of these fifth columnists Let

me make 1t very clear to you that the State langurge of

Palistan 1> domg to be Urdu and no other language

Auyone who tries to mslead you 15 really the enemy of

Palastan -

The scudents refused to swallow this insult, Jinnah had
challenged thesr bona fides They were dubbed as enemies
of Pakistan simply because they were prond of therr langu-
age Jinnah could toletate Egnlish but he wanted to crush
Bengal: which was the language of the majorry of Pakistam
Mu bms  The students reacted violently and staged a big
demonstration agamnst lum and the  epsuing chzos made s
mpossible for hym to fish Ins speech At a fater discus-




GRIM STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE 69

sion with the Students  Action Commuttee the atmosphere
became heated and the meeting ended in stalemate £

Before leaving for Karachi on March 28 he gave another
warning to the spokesmen of the Bengalis The latter were
condemned as enemues of the Islamic State of Pakistan *

In the words of an eminent author  the Palistam ruling
class never excused the Bengalss for their tenacious support
to Bengali language #® In their eyes Bengall was a vestige
of the Hindu past which 1n the new state they were seriously
bent upon erasing

In September 1948 Jmnah died He was succeeded
by Khwaja Nazimuddin but Liaquat Al managed to become
all powerful 1n his capacity as the Prime Mimster though he
had to face serious difficulties from the begmning  He failed
to capture the popular imagimation because he had no

ot social pr to offer He had no sohd
base of bus own 1n Pakistan  The Pro-British refugee leader
Chaudhury Khaliq u Zaman was prestdent of the Mushm
League He was supported by the Chief Ministers of Punjab
and NWFP the Nawab of Mamdot and Khan Abdul Qay-
yum  Jinnah s death gave Khakears an opportunity to adopt
threatenmng posture to the Government. Pakistan s failuze to
grab Kashmit gave Liaquat s political opponents an excuse to
launch campaigns agamst bim  Jamaat Islam: denounced hus
liberal views  Its leaders attached Begum Ltaquat Al khhan
for non observance of Purdah Refugees held demonstrations
agamst him because no provincial government 1n West Pakis-
tan seemed prepared to rebabilitate them In order to
strengthen his position Liaquat Ali dismissed the Punyab
Cabmet headed by the Nawab of Mamdot In 1951 the
latter formed the Jinnah Mushm League with the blessings of
Fatima Jinnah. Later the Jinnah Mushm League and the
Awam1 Muslim League merged to form the Jinnah Awam
League under the presidentship of H S Sut dy

Liaquat mstigated Urdu speaking refugees i Karachi to
launch agitation aganst Khalig u Zaman  The latter had to

resign presidentshup of the League.  Liaquat Ali then quickly
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assumed the presidentship of the orgamsation. He wanted
to capture the organisation by ousting the Chief Ministers of
Sindh and NWFP Ayub kburo and Abdul Qayyum
‘When the former refused to oblige him Liaquat dismissed hus
ministry and appointed a court of enquiry to investigate mto
charges I velled agamnst the dismissed Chief Mimster How
ever Qayyum Khan defied nm  He even refused to allow
him to speak 1n a public meeting 1 Peshawar

The Prime Mmister decided to hold general elections to
convene a new Constituent Assembly 1n 1949  Subrawardy
was out to support his candidates m these elections How
ever he was disalloned from entering the NWFP The
Muslim League emerged as the majonty party in the Constt~
tuent Assembly Although Bengali members were m
majonty they were disunited especially because Liaquat Al
was not prepared to support therr demand The Bengalis
wanted panty between the two wings 1n the new Constitu
tional set up They wanted equal share 1n the civi] ervices
and the Army which were dommated by the Punjabis
The Bengahs complamed that it was due to the preponder-
ance of West Pakistarus that they could not get pamty
E policies lated under the mfl of Punjabt
officers had been such that East Bengal remamed far behmd
West Palustan ¥ A Mushm author summed up the situation

thus
Central government expenditure tecause of the location
of Karach: and the concentration of the army in West
Pakistan was much greater in West Pakistan than in East
Bengal East Bengal contnibuted much more to foreign
exchange earnings of the country than the West and yet
it was lagging far belhind West Pakistan in economic
development The Central plea was that scarce resources
were being 1nxested m West Pakistan because its develop
ed economy would yield higher returns than that of East
Bengal
West Pakistan: elements resisted the demands of the
Bengalis The Punjabis were determined to maintain their
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control over the country and Liaquat was not prepared to
resist theu pressure This 1s evident {rom the Intenim Report
of the Basic Principles Commuttee presented m 190 It
suggested that the Lower House be elected on the basis
bt population and 1 the Upper House East Bengal
West Punjab NWFP Sind and Baluchistan should be
gren equal representa;wn For purpose of representation,
States, and Centrally adminustered areas were attached to the
province with which they were contiguous This was a
clever move to mamtam West Pakistans dommation This
15 evident from the fact that unlike India where Upper House
cannot exercise any seto over monay matters the two
pxaposed Hauses in Pakistan were given equal powers mn all
matters including money bills  In addition 1t was laid down
that 1n case of dispute decisions were to be taken at jomnt
sessions of both the ¥{ouses Thss meant that West Pakistant
tepresentation would femam a dommating factor i any
Govemment that may be formed i Pakistan and Bengahs
would have to remarn at the mercy of West Pakistanis It
also meant that Bengali language would never be able to get
ths due status There was considerable res.ntment and oppost
tion from Fast Bengal Suhrawardy and Fazlul Huq threat-
ened to launch agitations agamnst this move The result was
that the Prime Mimster had to postpone consideration of
these recommendations  He mvited people at large to send
conctete propo als to the Basic Principles Commaittee of the
Constituent Assembly
In this atmosphere of frustration and restles ness Liaquat
Al tried to explore other channels to boost his personality He
creafed war hystenia agamnst India and Afghanistan He gave
hus countrymen the conception of an Islamic State and Inter-~
national Islamue unity  He convened an International Islamic
Conference m Karachi From his speeches delivered n
America 1t was evident that he was pteparing ground to jom
the Amencan bloc with Pakistan as the leader of the anti-
Communist Mushim Front. While fanatical Muslims m East
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Bengal organiced ant1 Hindu riots the Prme Muuster
threatened to mnvade Kashmir

In the meantime he appointed Ayub Khan as Corsmander
1n-Chuef of lus army with the result that there was consider-
able unrest 1 a powerful section of .entor officers They
conspired to overthrow Liaquat Alrs Government It 1s said
that they planned to abduct Governor-General Khwaja
Nazimuddin and replace lum by a military dictator The
Jeader of the consptracy was a senior Punjabi officer Majot~
General Akbar Khan who had earlier led invasions of
Kashmur and Kalat  Akbar Khan and a number of other
army officers and Commumst leaders were arrested on
March 9 1951 * A Military Court ordered them to Jong
terms of imprisonment However Liaquat Alr was killed
on October 16 1051  Although the murderer was an Afghan
exile Syed Akbar Khan he was in fact onlv & pawn 1n the
hands a few pohticians ncluding the Fmance Mimster of
Pakistan Ghulam Mohammad the Mimster of Kashmir
Affairs Mustaq Ahmad Gurmani and the Chief Minster of
Khan Abdul NWFP Qayyum khan*

Khwaja Nazimuddin became Prxme Mimster and the
M Ghulam Moh was d the

Finance
new Governor General of Pakistan
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was built up steadily The «ituation took a serious tum on
February 20 1952 when Nurul Amins Government 1ccued
a prohibitory order agamst holding a proce sion in Dacca
The Student s Federation defied 1t the next day and organised
a big demonstration  'The police resorted to fing  Twenty-
six students and peasants were killed and four hundred were
mjured  The blood that flowed that day for Bengali language
and culture was Muslim blood Jabbar Raffiuddin Salam
and Barhat and twenty two other young Bengali Muslms
passed nto the legends of East Bengal The occasion 13

anually remembered as Martyrs Day®
This tragic mcident forced the Muslim League Govern

ment of East Bengal to press the demand for recognition of
Bengal: as one of the State languages of Pakistan The
Centre had to yreld this time It was forced to withdraw
1ts proposals® However when the demand to give equal
status to the Bengalt lancuage i the C ntre was pressed mn
Parhament the Mushm League members kept qutet and no
deciston was taken 1©

Even this partial success of this movement gave encou
ragement to the opposition Mushm parties to prepare the
masses for another struggle In September 1952 the Youth
League and the Communist Party 1ssued 2 call for a umred
front against the gov of all
parties Inanopen letter to Khwaja Nazmuddin Faziul
Haq demanded early elections in East Bengal He sad

In case the government shows indications of shelving the
elections we have to start a country wide agitation to force
the elections !

The opposition now knew that the position of the Mashim
League was precenions in East Bengal  The elections to the
District Council of Dacea in March 1950 when the ruling
party last 50 percen of the Mushm seate already showed
how dangerous an encoun er w1 h the electorate was To
avod elections to the Provinctal Acembly in 1951 Chief
Mimster Nurul Amin ecured a decision from the Assembly
that the term of the existing Assembly was to be reckoned
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not from the day of its election m 1946 but from March 1948
when 1t met for the first time after Partiion  In March 1953
s term. was extended for another year o Lt v
? To strengthen their position the leaders of the Muslm
xLeague started a campasgn that smce provincialism endan-
gered, the umity and existence of Pakistan 1t had to be
eradxcated The Government mtensified its represuve
measures agamst the opposition parties Large scale arrests
,of peasant workers followed Their offices were raided
Promment leaders belongmng to these orgamsattons were
“mearcerated A number of the.e leaders bemng non Mushms
the leaders of the ruling party charged Hindus with foment-
g subversion n India s favour By the end of 1949 and
early 1n 1950 ant: Hindu mcitement was so widespread that
Hindus bad to move to Tndia en masse  This migration fram
East Bengal was far greater in dimensions than that which
took place after the partition of the province m 1947 !* The
pro the opposttion of playmg mto
the hands of Hmdu India continued unabated. ; Howeves
m order to win the popular support, Muslun League leaders
n East Bengal tried to play the new role of having become
the champrons of Bengalis cause _For mstance Nurul Amm
1n a speech delivered in the Provincial Assembly m 1949
urged that the fight agamnst discrimimation should be conti-
nued until the demands of the Province were met ™ Another
leader Nur Ahmad charged Wests Pakistant leaders with
conspinng to turn East Bengal mto a colony of West Pakis-
tan ¥ .
, k may be recalled that Khwa]a Nazimuddm | got
himeelf elected as_President of the Pakistan Mushm
League immediately after the murder of Liaquat Al
n  As the danger to lus political career grew he
convened m Dacca 2 meeting of the Mushim League
Council on Qctober 12, 1952. Despite opposition from the
Punjab he got the League s Constitution amended to prownide
panty of representation i the Council for East and West
The Pupjabi leaders and Press ecmticised the decision
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b they apprehended Bengals d ZA Sulen,
2 promment Punjab: journalist charged Nazmuddm with
spreading provincial outlook ® Tnbus words “The Dacea
decision incensed the Punjabis at what was to be 1nterpreted
as a calculated Bengal move to dominate the party struc
ture.’*  Another Punjabi journalist warned that Punjab
would not tolerate Bengall domnation over the organisa
tion 17

It was obvious that in any democratie structure based
on adult franchise the Pumab would lose s domtnating
positton The Punjab: leaders knew that Bengali Mushm
Leaguers had aligned themselves with the Sindhis and the
Pathans who too were opposed t) the growing Pumjab
bossism  In order to defeat the very purpose of
panity between the two wings the Chref Mnster of Punjab
Mumtaz Daultana proposed the formation of a umtary
State

‘While the Punjabi leaders were criticising the amended
constitution of the Mushm League which enabled Bengalis
to domimate the organmation the report of the Basic Poin
ciples Commuttee of the Constituent Assembly published
on December 22 1952 added fuel to the fire of indignanion
m the Punjab The Commttee envisaged panty of seats
between the East and the West 1n the two Houses of Patlia-
ment As the Bengalis had already won over representa-
tives of the NWPF and Sind the plan meant for all
practical purposes Punjabs subservance to Bengal The
Basic Principles C e had d of two
more provinces 31z Karacht and Khampur This would
have further reduced Punjabs share m Parhament?® Z
Sulen and other Punjabi )} d dably ked
these proposals Nazimuddin was accused of conspirmng to
enslave the Pumjab Tension mounted to such an extent
that Sulen was arrested on the charge of seditton The
Goverpor General took active part m this controversy In
@ broadcast to East Bengal he deplored separatist tendences
and sard that distance can never stand between hearts that
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atasone ® Nutul Amin retorted  Division has begun
) appear amongst us 2
The Punjabi opponents of Naznmuddin were now deter-
1ned to topple his Government It 1ssaid the Chief Minister
f the Punjab Mumtaz Daultana incited the ulemas and the
\hrars® These elements launched Khatam 1-Nabuwat * the
ast Prophacy movement throughout the Punjab and Kasach
emanding expulsion of ali Ahmedis from the Government
leclaring them as non Muslims The leaders of this move-
nent dubbed Foreign Mimster Zafarullah Khan as a traitor
o Islam They were of the view that as the Ahmediya
was a sect patromssed by the British and the Ahmedss
had celebrated Brtish victory agamnst Turkey m the first
World War no Ahmediya imcluding Zafarullah could be
trusted It was further <axd that the Prime Mimister bemng
himself British tatle holder and always loyal to the Brtish
was shielding Zafarullah
As Nazimundin remaimned adamant direct action was
launched on March 2 1953 Almost all the ant1 Btish and
ant1-N: dd Tuding leaders of the Jamait-e~
Islam and veteran journalist. like Maulana Akhtar Al Khan
of Zanmindar and Shorash Kashmirt jomed the movement
Ahinedis were openly accused of promoting the interests
of Brtish impersalism and of spreading hemtical ideas
opposed to the fundamental principles of Islam It 1s sus-
pected that the Amenican interests also played 2 promunent
tole in this game because at the ime the US A was trymg
to ehminate pro Brtish elements from the Government and
teplace them with more amenable politicans®  Later
Khwaja Nazimuddin  declared that the anti-Ahmediya
agitation was a political movement actuated by power-
poles ¥
It 1s mteresting to note that the leaders of thus movement
‘were anxious to get Indian help The Ahrar leader Shekh
Hissamuddm came to India during the last week of February
1953 He stayed with his friend Major-General Shah Nawaz
Khan then Deputy Mutuster for Raillways  He came to see
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me at my office He told me that Pme Mumzter Nehro
had refused to help fum as the Governmenr of India did not
Like to mterfete mn the mternal affans of Pakistan He
told me
We are confident of our <uccess Weare m a posron
to carry on the proposed violent rebellion for at least
three months
He was sitting 1n my office when 1 Reuter flash revealed
that all members of the War Council of the Khatam ¢
Nabuw at morement had been arzested 1n Karachs  Desprre
wv request that he should not proceed to Lahore the Sheikh
left for bis countrv  The next day he was arrested while
crossmg the border
The agitatton turned 1to a populac revolt wm ¢he Punsab
and Karuchi  Mass ant: government hareals were held m
Lahote Rawalpindi Multan Swalket Gupranwala Lyallpur
and Karachs D ators rarded Gov buld
obstructed postal and telegraph services damaged radway
tracks stopped trams and buses posted pickets and destroyed
apd plundered shops warehouses and offices owned by
Abemadis ® The situation m Lahore was especially tense The
War Council announced the escablishment of what 1s calfed
Independent and Soverexgn Islartc State of Pakistan with
1ts headquarters n the historic mosque of Ka hmurs Bazar
Maulana Kausar Niaza of Jamait e Islamu proclammed himself
as the Head of thus Government A powerful tadio trans
mitter was mstalled m one of the mnarettes of the mosque ¥
Whyle the Chief Minister of Punjab Mumtaz Davltana came
out to support the principal demands of the leaders of thus
Khwnasa N: din ordered the Army to move
m  Martal Iaw was proclumed in Lahore The Army headed
by Lieut General Azam Khan entered the Kashmirs Bazar
mosque A number of people were hilled Kausar Niaz
managed to escape m the gurse of a woman but was arrested
at Raywind  The Governor General disnussed Daultana and
sn s place Mabk Sir Feroze Khan Noon was apposnred the
new Chief Mimster of the Punjab
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Although hhwaja Nazimuddm succeeded m crushing the
movement s political opponents hatched new plans to force
hum out of hus seat. The country was passing through a serious
economic crisis  Food prices were shootmg up and there
was great resentment among the masses Naziwuddin made
desperate efforts to overcome the difficulties He announced
a new trade pohcy provding for greater imports of machi-
nery to develop natwonal industries banned grain exports by
private persons and established price controls™  He calfed
for the Army s help to mcrease food production,

Durmng the second weeh of Apil 1933 an Amercan
delegation visited Karachi  With 1t came Pakistans Ambas-
sador in Washington Mohammad Al Bogra A dramatic
sequence followed On Apnl 17 1953 Nazmuddin started
on an election tour  Mushm League Guards presented him a
guard of honour at the VIP Platform Karachy Nazmuddin
was about to board the tram when a messenger from Goves-
nor General Ghulam Mohammad rushed to him and handed
him a sealed envelope Tts contents shocked Nazmuddm It
was an order of dismissal The Pumjabi Governor General
had sacked the Prime Minster and his Cabinet on the ground
that 1t had proved entirely madequate to grapple with the
difficulties facmg the country ® Nazimuddin cancelled the
tour tried to appeal to the Queen but found his telephone
connection cut off In the meantime the Governor-General
had appomnted Nazimuddins Bengalt opponent Mohammad

Al Bogra was the new Prime Minuster of Pakistan

Nazimuddin was also forced to resign from the Prestdent
ship of the Mushim League The League Couneil approved the
Governor Geperal s action and elected hum 1ts President The

Muslim League Parhamentary Party followed st and elected
hum 1ts leader %
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Chapter VI

Upsurge of Bengali Nationahsm
Dismssal of Huq and Bogra

There was never any doubt about the political leanings of

the new Prime Mimster Mohammod Al Bogra

He was
p1o Amenican

He was brought to power to align s
country to the American bloc The Punjabr Governor-
General and the Pathan Commander in-Chief were equally
determimed to strengthen the Army with American help?
Pro Britssh Foreign Minister Zafarullah khhan was retamed
mn the new Cabinet to mamtamn old hnks with the British
who also wanted Pakistan to jom the proposed anti-Commu-
mist military bloc of Mushm nations Thus Pakistan signed
the Mutual Ascstance Agreement with the Umited States
m May 1654 jomed the South East Asia Treaty Organisation
(SEATO) m September 1954, and the Baghdad Pact 1n 19552

While the dimissal of the N ddin Cabinet t h
atout a clear change m the foreign policy of Pakistan 1t
enabled the bureancracy dommnated by the West Pakistams
to becomre the most powerful factor m the political hife of the
country The Head of the State was a former Secretary
to the Government of United India  The Defence Secretary
I kander Mjrza, who advied Nampuddin to use Army
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agmnst the agitators prmanly belonged to the Polmcal
Department of the Brtish Indian Governmen* Tt was be
who petsusded the Prime Mimster to extend the temure of
AysbKhan  The latter <ecured Amencas goodwill RIss
claimed that the Americaps had no good opinion regarding
the competence of Paks tant political leaders and therefore
welcomed haymg the Pakistan army on thesr side ¥ Emergence
of the.e powerful mndividuals on the poliical scene helped
the bureaucracy to take ful) sdvantage of the pediatory 5gh*
among politicians to «liminate them and weurp power to itself
Under bureaucratsc rule democratie traditions and Jaw and
constitution have lttle relevance This 15 evident from the
fact that the above mentioned treaties were never debated
w Parhament  Prme Munuster Bogra was 2 puppet i the
hands of the bureaucrats and there wasno question of hus
beng able to give Justice to Bengal

In East Pakistan the exs of Nazimuddm had gone un
wept because the Mushm League had lost the confidence
of the Bengali Mushms due to its fatlure to sofve the prob-
lers that faced East Bengal The question of language remam
ed unsofved Nurul Amin s government had to face acute
political crises  Its authority by the beminming of 1954 wnas
completely undermmned  Thus was for a number of reasons

‘The Bengalis were depnived of therr due share mn the
services  Almost all the sentor positzons and the bulk of the
other posts were d by West Pak chuefly
Paabts  Discrmnation aganst the Bengalis prevaied
even 1o the Army that was dommated by the Punsabis rd
the Pathons  BenRals serving in private enterprises owned
by busimesswen from West Pakistan usually recesved a salary
which was half to one third of the salary pard to their Punjabs

colleagues

As the Government i East Bengal was dommated by big
jandlords and v ek and was guided by \West
Pakistam by 4granan probl d Ived

As a result of thus Easr Bengal suffered from 2 chronsc
deficzency of food suffs As a recult of the poor harvest of
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1052 53 this deficiency developed mto a famine Moreover
after a_short lived boom brought about by the Korean War,
a sharp drop 1n the prices of agncultural raw materials took
place1n 1953 54 A shortage of industmal commodities was fur-
ther caused by the rupture of tradiional economic links with
India ¢ Export of jute to India was virtually banned Ban onthe
ympoert of Indran cloth was meant to help the Western coun-
tries to sell their products on comparatively higher prices
which resulted in an merease 1n the cost of lving index The
situation was further worsened by West Pakistam mdus-
tnalists determmed to indulge 1 speculation and black-
marketing All this naturally meant deterioration mn the condi-
t1on of the poor especially peasints and workers® Bengah
weavers had to suffer because of the Government s import
policy Weavers were forced to purchase yam and dvestuff’
m the black market with the result that they had to pay
25 50 percent more than West Pakistams who owned weaving
mlls and had been granted quotas of other matenials includ-
g dyestuffl  As a result production of band woven cloth
decreased by more than twenty percent and a large number
of craftsmen were literally led to their rmn
The Central Go discr d m and
financial matters agamst East Bengal because it adopted a
policy which was mntended to develop first and foremost the
Western Wimg Between 1948 and 1953 East Bengal had
shown a favourable foreign-trade balence which amounted
to 2 900 mullion tupees T but this surplus was used to offset
the infavourable trade balance of West Pakistan which
exported less than East Bergal but absorbed no Jess than 70
percent of the total mmports of Pakistan each year The
foreign exchange earning of East Bengal thus was used wp
for the ndustrial deselopment of Pakistan At least 300
mulion ropees were annudlly extracted from Ease Bengal
and expended to develop the Western regions e pecially
the Puniab and Karachu® East Bengal suffered heawly in
1ts trade with West Pakistan  Between 1948 and 1953, East
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A large number of them sold their factories and lands to the
Punyabis or transferred their capital to Indra

The Mushm League regime at the Centre as well as mn
Dacea failed to safeguard the interests of Bengal Thus the
opposttion parties headed by Bhasham Subrawardy and
Falul Huq came into the forefront to fight against the dis-
credited leadershrp  In July 1953 Fazlul Huq tesigned from
the port of Advocate-General of Fast Bengal He formed
2 new pohtical orgamsation namely the Krichab Sramk
Party  Many old stalwarts like Amnzal Huq Yusuf Al
Chaudhary and Abu Hasan Sarhar jowned hands with Fazlal
Huq Itwasa non communal orgamsation which claimed
for ts aims the achievements of full autonomy for East
Bengal as well as other provinces thus reconstituting Pakistan
tn accordance with the punctples of the Lahore Resolution
of 190" 1t also advocated civil Iiberties and unconditional
release of all palitscal prisoners  The first conference of this
barty was held i Dacca on July 96 Fazlul Huq was elected
President and he vas empowered to nommate members of the
working commttee Its 12 pomt programme was announced
onJuly 29 1953 The main demands were full autonomy
for East Bengal recognition of Bengali as one of the State
languages of Pakitan and separation of the judiciary from
the executive 1 Some other pomts relted to the national plan-
Bmg of labour tmprovement of agricultural methods ndus-
trialisacion of the country and the derence of the rights of
the minorytses 1

In the meantime 1n December 1952 the Awam Mushim
League under the leadurehup of Suhrawardy
on at whach g manifesto was adop ed conta
ton of ghe Pantys programme
Tedional autonomy

held a conven-
mng an exposi-
A It demanded cowmplere
ne of the other mam demands was
!hat-‘%engah should be declared a State Janguage of Paristan
o de Youth League together w1 b the Communist Party
um:ed {»: call to :beh Ea t Bengali poliucal parties to form a
ont agams* the di ered; ed
Bent The e tedi ed Mushm League Govern-

demands of the Fron* compried equality
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subrersie elements within and from outside the courtry

were responsible for these nots™ He said these elements
had hatched 1 foul consprracy agasns the ndustsial progress
of Ea ¢ Bengal *  The Chief Minuser rajected this allegation
as being fintwste  Awamn League s journal Tttefaq stated
that the trouble was deltberately organsed by vested intetests

to discredtt the popular goernment of East Bengal

Fazlul Hug s government rejected the Central Govern
ment s order to ban leftist parties Instead 1t threatened to
proceed with the enquintes mto the charges of corruption
rased against the Mushm League leaders in East Bengal
Fazlul Hugq and lus colleagues were summoned to Karach
While pasang through Calcutta on nay to karach the Chtef
Mins ter was approached by Indian and forergn journalists
at the Dum Dum arrport  He was swayed by sentiment and
sard that although India was dmded m 1947 heants of
Bengalis on both sides of the borders were not drvided West
Palustant  Journalists and Mushm League leaders starred
accusing him of daneing ta the tune of Indns  Fazlul Hug
and hss colleagues acsured the Governor General thar they
were Ioyal to their country Before leaving Karachr for
Dacca they 1ssued a joint statement It said

A grear deal of musunderstanding hss been created
agamnst the United Front Mintstry of East Bengal i the

West Pakistan press and pablic opmmon We want to

male st clear once for all that we are true Pakistams and

«tand for the ututy and strength of Pakistan  East Bengal

and West Pakistan are mtegral parts of one component

whole and it s one and indivistble and nothing shall part
us We are for the autonomy of provinces and not for

their independence *

The Centraf Governwenr pad 1o atgention ¢o dlese qefer
tations  Faxlul Huqs Minsstary was dissmised and the Pro-
vioe1al Ascembly dic ohved ® The Gavernor General rscued 2
procJamatson  mmposing Governors rule on the ground of
threatened securty of East Bengal where the govern
nn s marriad an o arcordsnee wiath the pro-
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visions of taw  The Defnce Sceretary of the Central
Gosernmen Major Gereral Iskander Mitza cawe to Easr
Bengal as the Loughes Governor He was swom m on
the dav the popular Mim 1+ was di olsed Fazlul Hug
was put under hou 2 arres~ Sheith Mujibur Rehman was
also arrested on the ame day
Prime Mimnuster Mohimmed Alt Bagra ealled Fazlul Huq a
traitor m his radio broadc.<t to toe nat onon the same dav
Thus 15 what he <ard
I bave no doubt ha their (people of Paki tan) verdicr
will te that Mr Fuchl Huq iseraror to Pubictan 1
bould say thet he 1s 2 traror even to East Bengal be-
cau e no man mhis senses cculd iragme thot an mde-
pendent Bengal wouald last erenas long as Hvderabad
did Mr Fazlul Hugs pronouncements regardmg the
mdependence of Eas- Bengal wiewed again his presicus
<tatements on this «ub,ee- 1n Caleusta convinced mv col-
leagus and my<elf thar 1n Fazlul Huq we were dealing wih
a Provincial Cluef Miniser whose Government would
not take the admimstrative meacures that any responsible
Government would take but with a political leader who
was fundamentailv d.sloyal to Pakistan.®
This was the testimonial to the person who had moved
the hustonie Pakistan Resolu 10n only fourteen years earler
The nee Governor-Gereral, Major General Iskander
Mirza threatened to <hoot bim  He even dencunced demo-
cracy and propounded his own theory of what he called the
Guided Democracy  Sensing great danger to us own career
Subrawardy left the country for
Zurich
Iskander Mirza bamned the Communist Party Special
police commission were set up whose purpose was the
discosery and subsequunt dissmi al of persons emploved
m mdustnal enterprses who were enher commumnists or in
sympathy with communsstic 1deas  Factory owners were
wamed that they would be held responcible f commamsts
were er her recruited or mo drsmussed®™ T was weed

medical treatment™ to
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as an excuse to dismiss many non commumst tolitants i
the factories More than two thousand persons mcluding
thirteen members of the Bengal Assembly were arrested
and mterned on chasge of ant1 state activities  The premises
of the Umted Front were sealed strict censorship was
mtroduced and demonstrations were banned and even groups
of five or more were not permutted together in the streets
Prime Minster Mobammed Ali Bogra 1 a broadeast said

QOne thing 15 cestam—the centre will never allo this pro-
vince to agam mcur the danger of dismtegration *

The national movement in Fast Bengal was thus hard
hit bv the repres<ions of 1034 However the Nazamuddm
group 1 the Constituent A embly was sull very serong
and posed a danger to the aspirations of the Punjabr politi-
cians and buresucrats mejuding Governor Genesal Ghulam
Mohammed Bengah members of the Constiruent Assembly
jomed hands with the Prume Minister to weaken the position
of the Governor (eneral who was a source of strength to
the Pungabis  The latter were apprehensne that even under
the party systern the Bengalis mught explort the differences
among the provitces mn West Pakistan, They proposed
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while the Punjabi members whiled away their imen

hasing tea 1n the rcom of Chaudbur: Mohammed Al *

Prime Minsster Mohammed Al Bogra won the first round
1m bis battle atamst the Governor General on September 20
1954 when the Consituent Assembly repealed the Public
and Repreentatne Offices (Disqualification) Act by an
overwhelmmg majority ~ The Governor General and hus
Punjabi supporters were afarmed over this deselopment.
The Punjab: Press demanded dismus al of the Prime Muuster
The Prime Mimister knew tnat the Gos ernor-General had star-
ted thinking of taking such a step  On September 21 1934
when he was conferring with his advisers in £bbotabad  the
Constituent Assembly passed anamendment to the Govern-
ment of Indra Act to deprive the Governor General of us
powers to dismiss the mimistry which enjoyed the confidence
of the House ®  According to this Act only members of
the Constituent A sembly could remos e any Cabinet member
by paseing a vote of no-confidence against um. Moreover
it stipulated that the Pome Minister or other Cabmet
mimsters could be appointed by the Governor-General only
1f they were members of the Assembly Accordmg to the
same amendment the Gavernment was to be responsble to
the Assembly and the Govemor General was required to
exercise s powers only mn accordance with the advice of
the Cabinet 3¢

The stuation ansing out of these measures was alarming
to the Punjabi politicians Now the Governor-General
could not dismiss any member to reduce the Bengal majoricy
in the Assembly The Governor of Ea t Bengal The Iskander
Mirza who was prepaning to start legal proceedmsgs under
PRODA aganst many Bengali members of the Constituent
Assembly was rendered helpless The Governor Geperal
could not now blackmail any provincial mmistry mto acting
according to his own dictates

Describing this event AvubKban stated that Mobammed
Al Bogra started as a protege of Ghulam Mohammed As
he acquired confidence he thought, he should disengage limself
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from the apronstrings of the Governor General A Resolu

tion (depriving the Governor General of his extraordimiry
powers) was printed m the middle of the mght and placed m
the pigeonhole of the members of the Assembly In the mor-
ning the Ac«embly met asa Constitution makmg hody an hour
before 1ts scheduled time and resohed Sections 9 10 10A

10B and 17 of the Government of India Act thus strippmg
the Governor General of the powers tn exercise of which he
had dismicsed the Nazmuddin Cabmet The Resolution was
roved and passed within ten mimnutes »

The Governor General says Ayub Khan was not the
kind of man to take things Iymng down He could fight any
body and tand upto anyone He was a sich map at that
time and his speech was quite unmtelligtble He must have
said to humself All right if this1s how you have treated me
I shall pay you back m the same com * Smmlarly his
as.ociates o ere not prepared to give wayv

Although the Bengalis won the ficst round it was anly
a short term gamm  The Governor General called his bureau
crat advisers to Abbotabad and made up hus mind to dssolve
the Constituent As embly He was even prepared to pro
claim military rule  In the meantime the Prame Miuster
went to the Unuted States along with Zafarullah Khan
Chaudhut; Moh: d Al and C der tn Cluief Ayub
Khan to negotiate American economic and military help for
Pakistan The Governor General ent an urgent mes<age t0
the Prime Mimster asking him to return to Karach: imme
diately It wa clear that the old man was on the
war-path and was gomng to dismiss the Prime Mimister  The
latter was al o worrted When the party reached Lond on
there was a call for Ayub Khan from the Governor General
He wanted him to get buck to Pakistanatonce He was
not mtere #d m the others  The Prame Monuster was
worrted about what might hippen to hun on b return °
He kept asking Avub Khan  Can you guarantee that I will
not be put under atrest when I get back? The Prime
Minster even requested that ke should be provided with army
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protection on atrval at Karacht On the advice of the
Commander-n Chief the Prime Mimster went straight to
his residence while Ayub Khan Ishander Mirza and
Chaudhur: Mohammed Al went to the Governor General s
house  Ghulam Mohammed was bursting with rage emit-
e volleys or abu es  Chaudhuri Mohammed Alt ventured
to say something and recerved a volley then Iskander Mirza
sud something and got another *

The Governor-General was determmed to dismiss the
Cabinet and appomnt Ayub Khan m his place as a military
dictator ¥ The latter 1s said to have opposed this move He
persuaded the Prime Minicter to meet the Governor General
The Prime Mimster agreed to act according to the Governor-
Generals wishes He found him helpless because 1n the
meantime the Governor General had through his emussares
contacted Suhrawardy i Switzerland The latter agreed to
support dissolution of the Constituent Assembly 1n exchange
for the United Front s representation 1n the Central Cabinet
and restoration of parliamentiry democracy m East Bengal
Thus 1t was clear that beng assaled by the Nazimuddin
group the Governor General sought an ally in Suhrawardy
and tas colleagues m East Bengal  They responded posi-
tively tosuch a gesture 0 In order to save his own sk
the Prime Mimuster agreed to advise the Governor General
to tahe <uch a step He also agreed to reconstitute hus
Cabmet Accordingly the Governor General dissolved the
Constituent Assembly on October 24 1954

Ayub Khan jomed the Cabinet as Mmuster of Defence
and Iskander Mirza as Minuster of Home Affairs The
Mmnustry of Finance remamed in the hands of Chaudhucy
Mohammed Al an ardent follower of Jamaat Islam: M AH
Ispahani, a leading busmessman of Bengal was appomted
Minister of Commerce and Industry Later on  Suhrawardy
joined the Government as Law Minsster i December, 1954
It m1y be recalled that Suhrawardy had  helped the
Governor-General to contest the Tamizuddin 5 case ¢ His
nommation on the Central Cabmet posed a threat to the
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Prime Mintster who joined hands with Fazlyl Huq and his
United Front Tt wis deugned to weaken Suhrawardy and
his Avwami League

On June 5 1955 Govurnors rule in Eae Bengal was
rovoked  Fazlul Hug s nominee in the Cen ral Cabiner Aby
Hussun Sarkar resigned from the Cabinet to head a coahition
Gosernment in East Dengal

Mobimmed Al Bogras nuw Cabmet was i fact the
Governor General s Council of Advs ers It was dommated
by Iskander Mirzr Asub Rhan and Chaudhun Moham
med Al Thus the real power w15 m the hands of
burcrucrats ard tormer ofliczals They hated politicians and
people althe  Iskander Mirza who had served the Political
Department of the Brtish Gosernment of United India as
pired to become dictrtor He hmted this i an mtervien
with the correspondent of the London Times (October 30
1954) He sad

Some undeveloped countries have to learn democracy

and until they do so they hiteto be controlled Wich

so many illiterate people pohticsans could make a

mess of things  There was nothing undemocratic 1 dec-

laring the state of emergency because 95 per cent of

the people welcomed it

Ayub Khan supported these views He had already pre

pared a plan to mtroduce the conception of guided
d y Head d the establish of one umt of

West Pakistan and armmg the head ot the State with extra
ordinary powers © His plan envisaged the establishment of
a federal structure consisting of two provincial governments
for the two wings and a Parliament for the Centre

Former Chief Minister of Punjab Mian Mumtaz Daul
tana supported the establishment of one umt of West
Pakistan The views evpressed m hus draft document wese
muschievous and were  undoubtedly the views of the Govern
ment and must have been written down by lum after con~
sultation with those interested 1n the one anit scheme "
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The document referred to the fact that West Pakistan
mits confrontation with East Bengal should speak as one
entity because the pohticians of East Bengal had often resor-
ted to the small brothers g brothers role of West
distrup 10n M

Daultana knew that political leaders of Sind and NWFP
were opposed to this scheme In order to overcome thus
difhiculty he suggested adoption of coercive methods Thus
he recommended

The first necesuty of the present context therefore 1s
that we must clear the decks before we launch our polits-
cal campaign In other words we must silence and
render moperative all opposition of which we are morally

convinced that 1t 15 motivated by eval 4

Daultana recommended the dismssal of the Chief
Ministers of Smd and Pumjab and unreserved support to
Sardar Abdul Rastid Chief Mimuster of NWFP stillmg
tis suspicions and no compromise with the Pakhtun leader
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan Inorder to win the support of
all Lections of people Daultana urged that a propaganda
campaign should be orgatsed with the belp of promment
leaders and journalists He al.o urged that mullahs should
be engaged to conduct this propaganda campaign

That Daultana aimed at Punjabr domination 1s proved by
the fact that he adwised Punjabis m these words

At present we do not require too much noise in the

Punjab It will put other peoples back up and cause

suspicion At a later stage Punjab will have to take

the lead At thet tme I hope an effective meelligent

Punjab leadership will have been put both at the Centre

and at Lahore ¢

He was of view that xfter consobdating the Pumjabs
position 1n West Pakistan some kind of political bargamning
should e made with Suhrawardy on the basis of a four-

subject Centre two provinces federal parity complete pro-
vincgal and cultural avtonomy
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Undoubtedly 1t wasa cleser plan to enslave West Pakis
tan n the first instance and then to install a puppet
Government m the Centre Daultana knew that any such
Government would remam st the mercy of the Punjabs-
domnated army

The armv leaders and the bureaucrats were determmed
to force their will on tnwalling provincial governments The
Sind Assembly rejected the One Umit Scheme with an over-
whelming majority ®  The Chief Mmuster of Sind was
dismissed and was replaced by Mohammed Ayub Khuhro
The same Assembly reversed s dectsion and passed a reso-
Iution approving the One Unit Scheme by 100 votes to 4 ©
On March 27 1955 the Governor General issued an ord:
nance to invest himself with the power to establish the
Provmnce of West Pakistan  He made it clear that he had
assumed power to prowide a Constitution for the entire
country 5

It may be recalled that the Spealer of the dissolved
Constituent Assembly bad challenged the right of the
Governor-General to dissolve the Assembly The Sind High
Court upheld his plea and declared the action of the Gover
nor General illegal The Governor General appealed to the
Federal Court which upheld the action of the Governor-
General However the Court declared that the Act which
allowed the 1ssuance of such wryts (agamst the actions of the
Governor General) was illegal because the Gosernor General
had mot given assent to 1t Naturally this meant thy a
number of other Acts which had not recerved the assent of
the Governor General were also illegal The Gosernor

General 1n his ordiance of March 27 1953 declared that he
was validating all Acts mvalidated by the ruling of the Cour
“The s aliditv of the new ordinance was also challenged n the
Federal Court The Court rased its voice 1n defence of the
constitutional government It said
The Governor General can gne or withhold his as.er
to the legislation of the Assembly bu he brmselt 1s not
the Constituent Assembly and on nrs disappearance he can
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nerther claim powers which he never possessed nor claim
to succeed to the powersof that assembly It mught
hasve been expected that conformably with the attitude
taken before us by the responsible counsel for the Crown
the first concern of the Government would have been to
bring 1nto another T ative  body to
exercise the powers of the Constituent Assembly so
that all invalid legrslation could have been validated by
the new body Such a course would have been consistent
with constitutional practice m relation to such a sitvation
as has ansen Events however show that other
counsels have smce prevuled The Ordinance contams no
reference to elections and all the learned Advocate-
General can say 1s that they are intended to be held’®
It was suspected that the Governor-General wantgd to
establish a dictatorship but General Ayub Khan refused to
oblige htm Tn fact he had not been able to consohdate hus
positton 1n the Army  Iskander Mirza was still a force to
techon with He had his own supporters in the Army Bath
were waiting for a suitable opportunity to seize power
The Governor (seneral was left with no other option
than to follow the ruling of the Federal Court and hold
elections to the Constituent Assembly Parlamentaty rule
was restored m East Bengal so that the elections of members
of the Constituent Assembly could be held
The Muslm League suffered a crashing defeat in these
elections Only one candidate of the Mushm Ieague n
East Bengal—Mohammed Ali Bogra—was elected Half the
members of his Government lost their seats ‘The Umted
Front managed to get 16 of 1ts members mto the <onstituent
Assembly and the Awami League 13 OQut of 80 seats m the
Assembly the Mushm League gor only 25 shale it had 64
members m the previous Assembly Prime Mimter Bogra
was persuaded to form a coaliion Government with the help
o the Avami League  The United Front refused to support
the Government




104 THE SAGA OF BANGLA DFSH

Iskander Mir=a was prepaning the ground to usurp polity
cal power  On the other hand Ghulam Mohammed suppor
ted Sukriwardy  The latter  probably at the instance of the
athng  Goseenor General s agated ks Anvam Party
to demand the reagnation of Bogris Government and the
creation of & colition Government headed by fum ¢lf 2 Hon
over Jekander Mirza ted him  He ded
Ghulim Mohammed to preceed on wck Jeave to London
and took over as Acting Governor General To prowide a
counterpoise to Suhrawardy he started cultivating Fazlul Huq
despite the fact that only a year before he had condemned
hum as a trmtor  Bogira was forced to submut hus resignation
and was sent to Washintton as Pabuastan s Ambassador to the
USA In hs place Chaudbun Mohammad Al a Punjaby
bur{aucr&t cum-politzcian  was sppointed the new Prime
Minister  Fazlul Huaq and his group jomed the Cabinet
General Ayub hhan was ousted from tlis Cabmet because
be was too inconvenient a personality for Mirza Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Kbans brother Dr hhan Salib who had earher
been nommnated on Bogras Cabmet was elevated m status
bewng the semormost member of the Cabinet

On September 30 1955, the new Constituent Assembly
tegalised the mtegration of West Palictan as one province
The name of East Bengal was changed to East Pakistan m
the new Constitution which Chaudbar: Mohammed Aliwas
able to produce

Tt 18 snteresting to note that the step for the es ablishment
of West Pakistan was drafted by Subrawardy He bad
entered 1to an understanding with Panjabs politicians headed
by MM Daultana This was a clear change of tact:
because he knew that while non Punyabis m the Western
Wing were opposed to this move 1t »as better to jamn hands
with Pumab: leaders to safegnard Bengah interests

In order to crush the opposwon to this bill the Chief
Manisters of Sind Panjab and NWFP were dismissed M A
Gurmans a Pumab: politicran  was appomted Governor of
West Pakistan while the former Cluef Mim ter of NWFP




UPSURGE OF BENGALI NATIONALISM 105

Dr Khan Satib was made Chief Mimister of the new pro-~
vince m the hope thit this would weaken dissatrsfaction
among the Pathans The Chief Mimsters of the former
provinces—~M A Khuhto (Sind)  Sardat  Bahadur. Khan
(NWFP) and Sardar Abdul Hamd Distt (Punjab) were
appotnted Cabinet mumisters MM Dagltana was  also
inchaded i the Cabtnet  The ruhng group was compelled to
honour the wishes of the Bengali national movement Bengah
was declared Pakistan s official language at par with Urdu
In order to please fanatic mullahs Pablistan was proclum
ed an Islamic Republic The Conctitution accorded the
Mushm nation 2 place of priwilege vis a-vis the rehgous
mmonittes  None but 2 Muslim could bhe President A
special committee by the President of the most promiment
mullahs and ulemas was empowered to declare whether
or not a law accorded with the myunctions of Ielam
The new Constitution gave extraordinary powers to the
President According to Artcle 37(3) of this Copstitution
the President could use his discretion 1n the appomntment of
the Prime Minister This meant that when no partv com
mwanded a clear matonty i the National Assemblv the
President could appomt any yes man as his Prime Mln{tter
and 1t was not impossble for a person like Jskander Mirza
to create a uft and to mantpulate majonts support to the
man of his chaice
The Constituent Ascembly pas ed the new Constitution
on February 29 1956 Suhmawardy his Awami members
and non Mushim represent.tives pulled out on the final voting
While Subrawardy demanded the enforcement of the joint
electorate .ystem repre<entatives from the Punjab excluding
of course Mian Iftakbaruddio  suppotted the <eparate
electorate system which meant that Hindus could vote only for
Findus and Mushws cotld elect only Mushms to the National
Assemblv  Suhrawardy complamed that the enforcement
of the separte electorate system m East Bengal meant the
creation of a nift among the Bengalis Fast Bengal was also
not allowed the weght due to 1t by virtue of its populesinn
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Tshander Mirzas rerdn marked the hemmning of a period
of political uncertamty and mnngu.  Almot all poh wcal
parties and leaders played t5 bis tune  Whale he <uccoeded
m wmring over the co operation of Dr Khan Sakib whom
he appointed the fir t Chief Minsster of Weet Paki tan 1 1s
interesting to find that the Mushm Leatue leader Ll e Daul
tam and Sardar Bahadur Khan agreed to worl under this
ant: Leatue leader  Later on Sardar Balsdur Rhan was
clected leader of the Mu im Leattue Party which wasin the
major1 ¥ m the West Pakistan A serbly  Sardar Bah dur
demanded the dimissal of Dr Khan Sahihand pre  d hus
own apreintment as Chr £ Miniter of the provnee Cover
nor Gurmam refu ed to ot hee the Sirdar  Dr Khan Sthib
was athed to form a new mmi ey This broush about s
sphit 1n the Mu<lim Leatue Paty The def ctor joired Dt
Khan Salib who wi h the blosanas of T kender Mir-a formed
the Republican Party  In Mav 1936 the actin® Speaber of
the As embly caved Dr Kban Sahibs min trs by ca ting
his vo e 1n fxvour of the ministenat cardidate for the sperrer

bip  This drew more defectors from the Punjab Mushm
Leaguer The Reputlie pe were thus fr ¢ to work for
Miren  tahnaan od ta domira o and di cred: 5 alf o't
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Chaudbury Mohammed Al was left at the mercy of the
Republican members 1n the National Assembly Now Mirza
broke the bonds of friendship with Fazlul Hugs group  The
Sarhar Mimtstry had to resign on August 30 1956 with the
result that Governors rule was imposed in East Bengal and
the Legislative Assembly dissolved 5
The decree announcmg the state of emergency however
could nexther relies e the tension caused by the general discon
tent nor still the hunger of the thou<ands of starving people m
East Pahistan ® The Awami League and its alltes threatened to
argamise a civil disobedience movement  On September 3
Dacca the focd marchers demanding rice at a fair price
defied the prohibitory orders  The pohce resorted to firing
killing half a dozen people The Governor was compelled
to grve in to the demands of the opposition On September 4
1956 he mvited Awamu leader Ataur Rehman to form a
Government ® The state of emergency in East Pakistan was
revobed on September 6 and a coalition Government was
formed tn which the key posts were m the hands of the
Awami League The Gantantr: Dal the United Progresstve
Party and the East Pakistan Awami Mushm League were
tepresented 1n the new mipistry
The Mushim League had lost its posttion i both the wings as

well as 1n the Centre Most of 1ts representatives in the National
Assemby refused to extend co operation to Chaudhury
Mohammed All with the result that the latter had to submit
his resignatton  Prestdent Mir=a now asked Suhrawardy to
form a coalitton Government It was 2 political bargamn
between Mirza and Suhrawardy W lule the latter assured
Mirza that he would extend his support to Pakistan s
member hip of the Western miltary blocs Mirza forced
Dr khan Szhib to agtee to the enforcement of the jow
electorate system  Thus Suhrawardy was able to thwast the
We t Pakitant game of creating division among the Bengalis
on the religious basis®  Thus was thus the first triumph of

Bengal nationalism
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However Subrawardy s <tatement on the Baghdad Pact
rerterating lus Government s adherence to the Pace created
a nift 1n the Awami League Maulana Bhashans condemned
this statement He convened a meeting of the Council of
East Pakistan Awam League at Kazmans i the Mymensmngh
distnict.  The Council passed a  resolution condemning
Pakistan s foreign policy  Suhrawardy and Ataur Rehman
issued a statement that no such resolution was pos eg @
Sut ly Mnulana Bhashani feaitned from the President
ship of the Party ® A number of hus followers alo 1+ft the
party His Organising Secretary Ole Ahad publt hed a posny
document condemning militay pacts  On My 30 Shewh
Muypbur Rebman re ifned from the prosincial iy try to
devout hamself to organuse the party  The Council of the
Avami League agam met on June 12 1937 Whyle 1t
curtailed the power of the President and suspended Ole Ahad
1t passed a resolution affitming fanh 4 the leadership of
Subrawardy It 1s said that Presidens Mirza sent out feelers
to Maulana Bhasham to weakey § dheawardy s mte e
Fast Bengal He was out to duscredst Suhmwardp l:mn -
the latter had jomed hands with ¢, Punjaby Iea; :c’mse
oust Mirza m the presidential election. T, ership to
Bhashant had formed the Nat ™ the meantime
Abdul Ghaffar Khan G M
others from West Pakstan i)ﬁid ahn;in:mn Iftikbaruddin and
ams of this party were pg eremne ”l:{h Bhasham The

ltics {etﬂ emocratic stntel
and imperiahist features ¢ car, ters and of all feuda
reforms  to revohe the enforceq u:{, out sadical agrarm:
and grant full autonomy ¢, the “ovion of West Pakﬁ;e
country to hold democranc Zener, Jlmnonal regions of ove
the Tning conditions of rhe vork elections o lm&rthg
military agreements signeg Ly . l’mz people to anne e
independent neutral foreygy pols ﬂﬂ: tan and to purs®

In the meantime Dy han scy _—

1 the West Pakistan A, ahub hod Jost the

P
tres from Sind and NW;:: bLyho :enuu;l;erd otfh:’;;;ﬂgwn
ver Like:
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ment s foreign policy  Subrawardy s support to the Anglo
Israeli aggrescron agamst Egypt evohed <evere condemnation
from the masees Oppo mon leaders considered Paks tans
milttary allance as a new form of imperalist colonsalism
and demanded a thorough reviston of the foreign policy
and the adoption of an independent and natural course of
action™ Bhasham and his supporters demanded the radi-
cal agranan reforms should be immediately carried out and
the Yagiedars and Zammndari systems abolished with
out payment of compensation. It urged that steps should
be taken to halt the ejection of tenants from the lands
they tilled and to di tnibute newly irmgated lands to pea
ants™  Suhrawardy s supporters had no arguments to rebut
the charges levelled against them by Bhasham and his sap-
porters  They <tarted a campaign of abuse and slander
which culmmated 1n therr supporters using hnives and batons
to break up some of the Maulanas meetings One of the
members of East Pakistan s Cabinet Mahmud Ali resigned
m protest agamst this gangsterism? In September Press
reports claimed that there was a plot to murder Maulana
Bhashant
It 15 suspected that President Mirza by discrediting all
politictans one by one was prepanng the ground to estab-
hsh huis own dictatorship  In orderto secure the co opera-
tion of the Army he extended the tenure of the Commander-
m Chief Ayub Khan by two years but by giving impor-
tance to Ayub Khan he ruined hi, own career Ayub Khan
had by now ctarted interferng in the affaws of the
Government According to one of Ayub s heutenants Ayub
Khan got hold of Messrs Subrawardy and I kander Mirza
and told them sternly and in defimte terms in what may
be called single and unorthodox language to behave ™
When the majority of Repablean members pamncolarty
tho e belongmg to Sind 2nd NWFP withdrew their support
to Subrawardy on the questton of One Umit of West Pakis-
tan Suhrawardy mstead of dependmg upon the President
to patch up lus differences with the Republicans decided
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to take a clear stand aganst the break up of One Unt
He expected thit Punjabi Mushm Leaguers hke Douftany
and the Republican Jeaders belonging to the Punjab would
support bum Yt was beheved that he had assured Firoze
Khan Noon that after the general elections he would support
bym for the Presidents post In order to get the majority
support to his Cabmet he had offered cabmet posts to
about six members of the oppesitson  This aroused Pres
dent Mirza s suspicions immediately  Subrawardy requested
the President to summon the National Assembly so asto
enable him to seek avote of confidence As Subrawardy
was undermmmg the mfluence of the Presidents own party
the President rejected his advice and asked Subrawardy to
resign at once or he would dismiss him  Suhrawardy had
to submut his resignation on Qctaber 11 13577

It goes to the credit of Subrawardy that for the first time
an attempt was made to allocate foreign exchange on a panity
baets to East Pakutam traders and industralists  He decided
to set up separate offices of the Controller of Imports and
Exports for East Pakistan  He announced that s Govern
ment would encourage Bengal traders His policies were
cuticised by West Palistam traders®™  Subranardy was
supplanted by Chundrigar who 1n tum was ousted by an old
Punjabs landlord Malitk Sirc Feroze khan Noon . December
1957
In East Pakictan 2 sertous crisis accurred on March 31
1958 when Fazlul Huq the Governor drmissed Ataur
Rehman Khans Awame Cabinet  The same mght the Pres
dent distmwssed Fazlul Hug  The latter had appoirted hus
own pasty s leader Abu Hassan Sarkar as the new Chief
Muuster The new Governor dismssed Saskar wrhin
twelve hours of asswming office and re appointed Ataur
Rehman as Chief Mimster  When Bhashamgs group with-
drew 3¢ suppore to the new Mimsry on June 14 1938
Rehman had to submn  hus resignation The rew Ustted
Fror Mimsry shared this fate on the same day The
Presiden  declared Governor s rule mn the province on June



UPSURGE OF BENGALl NATIONALISM 113

24 1958 © After two months Ataur Rehman was remstated
as Chief Mmster On September 20 1958 when the
Assembly met the Government moved a motion of no-
confidence 1n the Speaker accusing him of bemg of an
unsound mmd  The Speaker was assaulted and Government
and oppesition members exchanged blows The no-confidence
motion was declared passed On September 23 when Deputy
Speaker Shahid Al: came to conduct the proceedings of the
House he was a <aulted by the members of the opposition.
The police intervened and the opposition members were
thrown out of the House The Deputy Speaker died as a
result of the mjuries recerved 1n the House

Describing the political confusion prevailing throughout
the country Ayub Khansays  “Throughout this confustom
there was mcessant talk of holdmg general elections under
the 1956 Constitution These elections were promised for
November 1957 They were then postponed to 1958 The
Pre 1dent had thoroughly exploted the weaknesces of the
Constitutson and had got every one connected with the
pohitical bife of the country utterly exposed and discredited
1 do not think that he even seriously wanted to hold general
electrons he was looking for a swtable opportumity to
abrogate the Constitution  Indeed he was setting the stage
fort 7

It 15 said that Prime Minister Feroze Khan Noon had come
to an understanding with Sub dy Keepmg his eye on
‘the forthcoming general elections Suhrawardy was trymg to
twld an alhance between the major groups in East and West
Pakistan Infact by taking a firm stand over the question
of one umit he had wonthe support of Punjabi leaders
mecluding Noon and Daultana His party n East
Pakistan had already agreed to work for a neutral forergn
policy ™ President Mirza saw clearly that if Subrawardy
were to succeed m carrying cut his scheme there wasmno
possiblity of his being re-elected as President Suhrawardy _
had openly started attacking the role of the President. He
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chasged the Presiden+ wirth entenicg mtoa conspir ¢y agamst
the Awamu League i East Pakstan

That President Mirza was determmed to proclam hus
dictatorship 1s an accepted fact  Feroze Ktan Noon whose
Cabinet was dismussed 1n October 1058 testifies that Iskander
Mirza had suggested 5t to Jum on ohe or two occasions and
asked him »f he would not say that a democratic form of
government was not swited for Pakisten and he therefore
should resign and hand over the governmen to the President
When he realied that his Prime Minsster was  bent on carry-
mg on to <ee the elections throutt abrogation of the Consti~
tution was the only way to dislodge me *

Tkis «Megation 1s substantiated by a st t ment ssued by
Dr Kben Sabib who threatened that in ca e the situation did
not imptove all political parties wonld be distanded and a
Pevolutionary Council would te formed to govern the
country 8

On May 9 1958 Dr Khan Sahth was 1ssassinated by an
ex-Patwart Att.allah Kraa It wasa mysterv The accuced
confe <ed that he was a member cx tye Khabsar Parcy  Close
selatives of Dr Khan Salub still belizve that Iskander Mirza
was behind thrs murder?

Having discredited almo ¢ alt pohtical leaders President
Mirza on Octoker 7 1958 abrogated the Constitution and
declared Martial Law General Ayub Khan the Supreme
Commander was made the Chief Martal Law Admimis«
ceator  On Qctober 27 1958 General Ayub Rhan forced
the Fre sdent ta quit lus affice and leave the country to
se tle down mthe Uk

Winle Pakistanus 2s 2 nation lost therr democratic nights
Eas+ Pakistan was tutned mto a colony of West Pakistans
wier In about eleven years smee dependence three
Bengalt Prime Mimsters ond on equal number of Chief
Mmsters of Eoet Bengal a number of Bengali mmsters and
2 Bengal Governor was sacked Thowands of inocent
Pengalis were put behind the bars <everal students were
Klled a5 a result of police firing and the name of East Bengal
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changed to Hast Panstan Despite the fact that the

Bengalis were 1n 2 majonity in the total population of Pakis-

tan

they had no ay in determriming the future of their

nation  They had yet to suffer more under the miltary
tegime of Ayub Khan

1

~
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to support Mt~ s Republican Party and Dr kban Sahuib showered
prasses on Bhatham whom be called  an bonest putnor In fact
this was the Maulanas victory because both the President and
Khan Szhib assured him to breaking the One Unit of Wist Pakistan

69 The Pakistan Times September 18 1957

76 Ayub Rkan Friends Not Masters op at page 56

71 Th Pakistan Times Mav 1l 1957

71 A History of Pakistan o° ot page 237

72 Tang Al Pabistan of ot page 81

73 M Ahm d My Chief (Labore 1960) p 97

74 The Pakestan Tames O tober 12 1957

75 Th Daun November 21 1956 and Mar h 5 1957

76 The Pakistan Tsmes June 25 1958

71 Friends Not Masters op cit pp 56 75

78 hhalid B Sayeed The Political Sysiem of Palistan op ar
page 86

79 Id p 91

80 Fero e hhan Noon From Memory (Labore 1966)p 299

81 Pohtscal Consmiractes i Pakistan of at  page 225

82 ! Iskander Mis a used Khan Salubs influence 1 building up the
Republican Party But on one occesion 1 heard a yemark which
indicated tha Iskander Murza disliked Khan Salubs even coming
wehishous Thswasata time when Iskander was anxious that
the Republicans and the Muslim League ebould jomn hands to form
anew party  Probably he f It that after the el ctions the Repub
Licans alone would not sccure an overall majorsty m Parhament but
Khan Satab wovld not agree to the breaking up of the Republican
Party of which he was the leader (Feroze Xh.n Noow From
Memory op ait page 294)
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Chapter VI

Fight Aganst the Military Regime
Downfall of Ayub Khan

According to Tarig Al the mam reason for th. army s
¢oup d etat on October 8 1958 was the bureaucracy s aver
7iding urge to prevent Pakistans first-ever general elections
from tahing place in March 1959 The prospects of the
forthcommg elections he adds had increased the growmg
restlesshess of the masses and this had tempted the leaders
of the apposition parties mnto making a number of sweeping
promuses of radical reform* The Muslim League had mob:
Iised public opimion 1n West Pakistan to demand Pakistans
withdrawal from the military blocs In East Pakistan the
powerful National Awam: League headed by Maulana
Bhashani was making a simular demand  Almost all political
parties in the province were pressing for complete mternal
autonomy and radical agrartan reforms Any democratic
set up i Pakwstan would have brought out the people s real
reprecentatrves to the forefront and while therr Government
v ould have ensured a fair deal to the people of East Paksstan
the feudal lords would have lost their grtp over the economic
Ife and admmustration of the country In that event
Pakrtan would have adopted an mdependent role mn in er-
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national affairs A military rule i Pakistan sutted to the
interests of the West Pakistam bureaucrats feudal lords big
busmessman and western powers That General Ayub Khan
had forged Links with the Centtal Intelligence Agency of
the US A 1s proved by his own private diary in which he
wrote on May 5 1958 that he met Allen Dulles (the then
Chuef of the CIA) and thanked hm for putting tus brother

who was the US Foreign Secretary in the picture regard-
ng our problems

The Americanas well as the British Press hailed the
new regime ® General Ayub Khan had a clear foul in his mind
He was determned to crush the urge for a democratic set-up
He <anlmclear words We mast understand that demo-
cracy cannot work m hot climate  To have democracy we
must have a cold climate like that of Brtan *

In order to prepare the ground for hilling the spinit of
democracy the Dictator wanted to prove that he was an
honest ruler and wanted to Jead Ius coumtrymen to economic
prosperity  Jn order to prove this contentton he took dras-
tic measures agamst smugglers hoarders black-marketeers
and corrupt politicians  Simultaneously he declared all the
political parties illegal Maul Bhash was d d
under the Securtty of Pakitan Act while emnent leaders
like Sheikh Muytbur Rehman Abul Mansoor Ahmed Abu
Khalak and Hamid ul Huq Cheudhury were arrested under
tne Ant1 Corruptton Ordinance A number of sentor Bengal
officers were also talen mnto custody The Elective Bodies
(Disqualification) Order 1ssued 1 1959 envisaged prosecution
of politictans on a charge of miscorduct The term mascon-
duct was wide enough to include subversive actimties jobkey
and corruption  This meant that zccordmg to the order
tesides corrupt poliicians popular leaders e Suhrawardy
Munbur Rehman and others could be disqualified from hold-
ng an elective office until December 31 1966 However
the order laxd down that 1n case such poltticrans withdrew
from pubfic ife they would not be procecuted® Thu the
measure was enforced to blackmail the opposition leaders to
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Despite the fact that Ayub Lban tried to discredit the
political leaders of Bast Bengal by disqualifying them from
takmg patt mn public Ife and tried hus utmost to suppress
the Press the people hated hum  Even the persons whom he
had associated with his regime and constitution mahing com-
mittees were bold enough to demand restoration of the
parhamentary democratic set-up while Ayub warned agamst
talk of the parhamentary system The Pakistan Observer
Lacca revealed that thitteen representative orgamtsations
of East Pakistan demanded restoration of the patlramentary
system of government? The Dacca Bar Association also
Taised 1ts voice w support of this demand The Foreign
Mimster Manzur Qadir attacked the Bar Association on this
account The Martial Law Admimetrator threatened that
the tull force of Martial Law would be brought aganst
“ playmg politics 3 Chief Justice Shubahuddin who was
one of +he members of the sg-called Con-titutton Commssion
protested agamnst this warnmg with the result that the warn-
ang was toned down! Another Bengali member of the
Commi ston Law Mimuster Mohammed Ibrahim refused to
tow the President s ime while Manzur Qadir Bhutto and
Shotb supported the Pre idents view Conflict became so
sharp that Ibrahun refused to attend the meetmngs left
Karachi and withdrew to hus home m Dacca “The President
anxious to avord publicly demonstrating a severe nft among
his adviser made everal atttempts to copoilbate hum e
On Apul 15 1962 Mohammed Tbrahum resigned as a pro-
testagamst this state of affairs ® Tt 1s said that even m his
note of dissent he supported the parlmmentary form

The Press and public opimon 1 Ea t Bengal never endor-
sed the new Constitutica wiich aimed at enforcing the
dictatorship  While the controlled Press m West Pakistan
haled the new Constitution as refl the true
-of the people i East Pakistan there was sullen .ilence A

oreign observer de ctbes the Bengalis feaction m  these
rurds
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'The Gowurnor was not as nfable for comment The
professors 1t the Unnvursity n order to avord being inter-
stened rfuced to answer phones After some pursutt the
head of the Guography D partment submitted to gang a
fivourable satemen  Later fus colleague 11 the Political
Scrence. Dupartment Jomed him  The more <emor mem~
ters of the Faculty honever remaned smlent Most cons-
picuously the Pakiean Obsener and the Bengali Ianguage
daltes refruned from editorzal comment and refused to
desore space to the reporting of accolades  §§ 1 ecannot
report unfasourable reaction 1 shall not report anything
expluned the editor of the Observer ®
The Director of Bureau of National Reconstruction war-
ned thar the offence of propaganda agunst the Constitution
was mterprered to include silence
The President i order to woo the Bengahs undertook a
terr of cyclone affected areas He met different leaders
and sard during a press conference that he was comauered
to develop the economy of East Pakistan He also promis.d that
no West Pakictans officer would be posted to East Pakistan
unless absolutely necessary ¥ He admitted that Ea t Pakistan
had suffered due to neglect However he could not tolerate
any cnticism of lus concept of democracy In order to
terrorise his opponents Suhrawardy was arrested and detar
ned under the S.curity Act on January 30 1962 for actmg
10 2 manner prejudicial to thes ecurity and safety of Pakistan »
The Times (London) in 2n editorial under the caption To-
deter Others condemned ths medent thus'

The arrest of Mr Subrawardy just before a new Cons
atution 15 to be promulgated for Palistan s not fully
explained by the vague special statement Perhaps the
prospect bf a politieal quickemng after the rew Contrtution
finally emerges has sent Mr Sukranardy mto detention
It would not be the first time that the Pakistan Govern-
ment has made an exemplary arrest to warn off others
Syhrawardy s arrest was accompamed by unleashing a fur-

ther flood of threats mcluding a promse of additional arre *s w
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Two weeks later the Secunty of Palistan Act was 1men-
ded to remove wnts of habeas corpus in connection with
political detenus from the junsdiction of the coutts *  On
April 2 the Government threatened to invade the mosques
by banmng meetings and processions for a religious purpose
if their nature was pohitical 1?

There was already enough smouldering restlessness
beneath the sutface  Suhrawardy s arrest caused widespread
nots Thousands of stadents in Dacca Naramn Gany Comilla
Nackhali Bamsal, Kushtia Chittagong Sylhet Munshigany,
Jessore and other places orgamsed violent demonstrations
agamst 1t They pulled down the pictures of the Dictator

and demanded restoration of parhamentary democracy

Students of Dacca University  reported the special corres-
pondent of the Guardian demonstrated, calling for 1n end of
Martial Law wrecking a bus and even burning pictures of
Ayub khan ‘The students of Ea t Pakistan have revived
polt 1. unblushingly and broken the taboo

¥ reutenant General Azam hhan Governor of East
Pakistan who had earncd the Bengalis love and confidence
was really very sympathetic towards the Bengalis He was
easily accessible and readily  engaged m friendly chats He
mever mis ed a chance to shake a hand or listen attentwely
to a complamnt  He embraced s fellow countrymen wthout
distinetion of class or positton  During the cyclones of 1961
he promptly arrved on the scene and personally directed
relief

Among the recent leaders of Pakistan he was almost alone
n gammng the confidence of the Bengalis * However his
Populanty based on tus performance was a personal one
The bureaucracy sabotaged Ius efforts at every turn and
even czenfated derogatory rumonts sbout bum in the Preste
dent s secretariat
The President could not tolerate opposition to his political
wdeas  He sent his minuster Manzur Qadir to East Palkistan
to pacify the student  When the latter tried to defend the
Ayub Constitution the studers of Dacca Umiversitv nearly
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Milled him ? The anger and bitterness which had been
repressed for a long time came to the surface When the
Constitution was finallv published the students of the Dacca
Medical College and the Engineering College went on strike
demanding the restoration of full democratic righes and
complete internal autonomy for East Pakistan

Following the policies of his predecessors the President
tried to divert the attention of the people to Indra and
Afghapistan whom he dubbed as enemies of Pakistan While
delnvering bus convocation address to the students of the
Peshawar University he made the accusation that Calcutta
and Kabul based forces of disruption lost no opportumty to
strike at each and every point of our vulnerability

The President had to face hostile and violent demonstra-
tions 1 Dacca Bengalt students burnt his pictures and
ratsed hostile slogans as he drove past New Market He
had to cancel his viit to Rapshalt Lieutenant General
Azam Khan submitted his resignation on May 10 1962 In
fact he was sacked

The President signed the new Constitution on March 1
1962 Despite the fact that ail political parties were banned
44 per cent of the indiiduals elected to the Natronal
Assembly were the members of these parties—and many
were crtical of the new Constitution s curbs on legislative
and rudicial authority ** This was a warnung signal to the
Dictator who was informed through the official controlled
Press that the disqualified leaders were very much altve
and kicking  And indeed 1t was they who have taken a
lions share in runmng the election * The Dictator had
already p Igated another ord to prolbit forma-
tion or revrial of political parties and collection of funds or
acquisition of property for political purposes -

Maulvt Tamizuddin former Speaker of the National
Assembly 1 hus first ssatement after hus election as a member
of the new Assumbly demanded the amending of the Cons-
1 ur1on The Presiden. re ected the plia aymg  The recom
mencemen of the Constt ut10nal process dces not mean the
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re tart of polmical life from the state where 1t stood on
October 8 1958 #

The President now tried to dividde and rule  He nominat-
ed former Prme Mimster Mohammad Al Bogra
Wahiduzzaman an mdustriahst from Fardpur Abdur Sabur
Khan a busmessman from Khuina Faziul Quader of Chitte-
gong and Abdul Monem Khan a deserter from Nurul
Amins party in lus Cabinet TPeople n East Palustan
dubbed these persons as traitors ~ They were greeted with
black flage rotten eggs angry slogans and massive demons-
trations upon their return to the province In Chittagong
and fater in Comilla the police had ta intervene to extri-
cate Fazlol Quader Chaudhury ® Khulna greeted
A Sabur 1n a similar manner’ ®  When the new Governor
Ghulam Farooq tried to viat the Unnersity of Dacca the
students blocked his way and screamed into s face Go
home youstooge ° Laeron he submitted his resignation
and the Central Mimster of Health Abdul Monem Khan
was appomnted as his successor The President was opposed
to the formation of political parties but it 15 sard that lus
mimsters  especially Bhutto and Mohammad Al Bogra
pressed him to cﬁange hismind  Political parties regulated
by law they argued will provide an organisational frame-
work for mass mobilization on behalf of the Government 5t
Reluctantly the President agreed On June 30 the Law
Minister Mohammad Munir (former Chief Justice of Punjab
High Court) mtroduced the appropriate bill m the National
Assembly It authonsed the orgamsation of political parties
on two main conditons  They must be based on I lame
wdeclogy Second they must not admit politicians disquali~
fied under the EBDO® Thi, meant that Suhrawardy
Munb-ur Rehman and other emmnent Bengali leaders were
to be debarred from taking part m political activities Public
opmmon in East Pakistan was very much enraged over
this bl Sixteen leaders imncluding former Chief Ministers
Nutul Amm (Mushm League} Abu Hussan Sarkar
(Kushak Sramik) and Ataur Rehman (Awami League)
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announced the formation of a united front to <eek removal of
all restrictions on political parties® A public meeting held
m Dacca viewed witha en.c of alarm the government Bill
on formation and regulation of pohitical parties and providing
therein restrictions on membership caleulated to restrict the
growth of democratic mass organssations public optmion and
curb the unhampered functionmng of democracy i the
country’ Mahbubul Huq refersed to this resolution in the
Naticnal A<sembly and demanded complete restoration of
political activitres ™ As the Government refu ed to listen to
the cpposition most of the Bengalh members «taged a walk
out frcm the House as a protest.

The miltant mood m East Pakistan showed 1gns of an
upsurge The activrties of the National Democratic Front
alarmed the Government about the danger of a mass move
ment agamnst the dictatorship The Government controlled
Pre s 1n West Pakistan warned that this was a dangerous
situation and threatens to force a gulf between the East and
the West ® Despite repeated warnings from officral spokes
men Sthrawardy jomed the leaders of the NDF to demand
a new Constituent Assembly to drav up @ democratic
Constitution

In order to forestall the move to revise the old Mushm
League as an opposition party President Ayub Khan orda
mused a comvention of the Mushm League m Karachy  As
no popular leader was prepared to support the dictatorsbip
Chaudhun: Kbaliqu.zaman was elected as Chief Orgam er %
A month after this conventron the old guard of the Mushm
League held a meeting of the Council of the Muslm LeagLe
at karachy Khwaja Nazmmuddm was elected party prest
dent and Ayub Kban's brother Sardar Bahadur was elected
its General S v Khwaja N ddin pledged his
support to the National Democratic Front As long as 1
remain President of the Mulim League declared khwag
Nazmmuddin  the party will not ke imtere ted mn yormng the
pre ent Government becau ¢ I feel under the Constitution
1t 15 not possible to grve effect to all the policies enuncrated
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1 the Mushm League ®  The Nizam 1-Islam Pasty headed
by former Prime Mimiter Chaudhur Mohammed Al
supported this view *

Meanwhile tudent unrest was on the increase m both
wings Two develop were t ble for this unrest
“The Central Government on the basts of a report prepared
by a Commussion on National Education intended to increase
the duration of the degree course by one year Another
sneident contributing to the student unvest was that the
provincial governments had mmpoced the hated Umveraty
Ordmances which forbade students from takmg part mn
pohtics and those who disobeyed it risked getting therr
degrees rescinded  Asa result of this a number of students
1 Dacea University were arrested and their degrees recinded,
On September 12 1962 the students of Dacca organised
tnac ve procesaions agamnst these measures On September 17
they called for a general stnke They defied prohibrrorv
orders The pohce fatled to disperse them The army was
<alled out to quell the diturbances Firing was resorted to
30 which two per ons died and more than two hundred were
wounded The army was ordered to occupy parts of the
city  The students destroyed two government vehicles and
2 car belonging to a provincial Mimster was burnt. The
sigmficant factor of these demonstrations was that 1t tepre-
sented cross-sections of the population including mdustral
workers  Similar demonstrations were held n many other
places In the meantime students ;m Karachi were alo
fighting 1n the mmilar way Police resorted to firing and a
Tnumber of students were killed or wounded On Septemter 18
there was a massve demonstration in Lahore of sohdanty
with the East Palistam students and some places in East
"Pakistan  The *tudents in Dacca formed a Council of
Action to press their demands  On September 30 192 the
Gon ernment gave 1n and accepted almost a1l the demands

The Government faled m its efforts to suppress the
agitation for restoration of democracy Suhrawardy and
later Maulana Bhacham who was teleased on November 3
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1962 toured the province and addre sed largely attended
public meetings  The Prevident issued 4 threse co Suheanardy
10 8 press conference on September 28 1962 Whenover
thege 13 ny destruction i the country or any th eat to the
<afety and secunty of Palistan Svhrawardy will be m the
fead  Had st not been for the lacge mflux of refugees after
partition 5o Government would hasve tahen the risk of g1 ing
Pakistam nattonalyry to Subrawardy  Subranardy retorted

The country 1s not going to be cowed down by these threats
We are determined ¢o restore true democracy ©

When Suhrawardy toured Wes* Pakistan he drew large
avdiences which accorded him an enthusiastic welcome A
public meetin. addr. ed by lum ac Gussanwala was distarb-
ed by o buemb exploon  This wes an atrempt on hus life
A protest meetng convened by the leaders of the NDF
condemned this outrage Pro Goverbment gangs m West
Pakistan continued diturbing 135 meetings At one pomt
i harach: bis assistant Abdul Mupd Khamgas: vas hnifed
m the tack # These mcaden « however did not deter
Suhrawardy from contimung his struggle agam t au oc ey
He had succeeded in building up the NDF 1 the West
Now he called for a rational convention scheduled to take
place in the first week of Jarvary I¢6* His grow:ng popu-
lazsty m bot) the nings struck tesror into the heart of the
Dictator  The Government controlled Palis m Times
reflected the ruler s mind t s

Actually what has happened 1s thae the revival of pols
ticy for the leadership has meant no more than resump
tion of precisely the same factional game of intrigue and
manoceuvnng which chey played oser a decade to the
complete rumn and echpse of the Mushm League @

The President was decermuned ta coush ¢he Natwonal
Democratie Frent  Suhrawardy was  atrested from bus
Karacht residence A couple of days befote lus arrest a
pro-governmen jowmnal Naj Roshay of harach carned a
nows stem which accused him of consprring to topple the
Coswrnment with the help of his Amencan friends  Jt was
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clammed on behalf of the relatnes of Subrewardy that the
latter had mvited the American Ambassador to a function
1n connection with his own birthday Later on when he
developed _erious heart trouble he was removed to the
Central Hospital karacht  Daily Ittefag of Dacca was
charged with contrituting to the nnrest and was financially
penaled ® On January 8 1953 the Presdent ssued two
ordinances amending the Political Parties Act 1952 The
National Democratic Eront was binned because 1t operated
for the purpo e of propagating 2 political opimon It also

P ed the Government co direct d lified (EBDoed)
politicians to refrain from making statements of a political
nature addressmng press conferences or public meetings ..
The second ordmnance authorised the Presdent to reduce
or to walve altogether the period of disqualification of former
pohtical leaders * Imm dately af er the promulgation of
the e ordmances student leader Obeidur Rehman and a
number of other ctuden lzaders were mterned Suhrawardy
from tus sick bed 1 hospital 1ssued a statement condemning
these actions  He said

This1 the most tlatant form of corruption on the one

hund and ceercion and  uppression cn the other

It was clear from these ordmances that the Dictator was
determmed to crush the opposition  He was actually deter-
mined to distupt the ranks of his opposition by offermg to
temove the stigma of disquabfication i ca e they agreed to
jom hands with him

The opposition however decided to fight agams the
autocratic rule A meeting of 33 opposition leaders re-—
presenting the Awami League The National Awam League
the Jamajat Islami the Nizam 1 Islam and the Councdd Mushm
League was held at the Karacht residence of Suhrawardy on
January 19 and 20 1963 The Convention demanded the
restoration of patliamentary democracy A 1C-member
committee was formed to orgamse the NDF i West
Pakistan to launch struggle for restoration of democracy All
of a sudden all the patticipants were arrested The credic
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The President sacce.ded i creasng 2 rift in the Natsonal
Democratic Front  In May 1953 tb~ deputy leader of the
opposition in the Nattonal As:embly and prominent leader of
the Front along with saveral others was arre ted The Governor
of East Pakistan Mon.m hhan dismissed Dr Mohammad
Hussatn Vice Charicellor of the Dacca Umiversity for ks
fa1lure 10 mamtain prop T order in the Unmersity

During the Dacca se sion of the Constituent Assembly
Pre ident Ayub Khan misted Khwaja Nazimuddin to his
official ressidence The nex day Kbwaja Nazimuddin ins-
tructed opposition Mushm League members m the Natsonal
A_embly to upport the Governments Amendment Bill
which aimed at ranaming the coun ry as the Islamic Republic
of Palustan  The leader of the oppostion Sardar Bahadur
Khan felt humiliated He submrtted his resignation as a
protest agam t Naztmaddin s mstructions 5!

Having put almos all the militant Bengali leaders behind
the bars the President was now determmed to strengthen
Tus own position  His propaganda machme was trymng to
boost him as the strong.  leader in Asta  He started wooing
leftist leaders by posing humsel as a progressive ruler He
mduced the National Awami L 1%uzs lead.r Maulana
Bhashani to meet him  In August 1953 Maulana Bhashant

visited Lahore and Xaracht where he m* West Pakistans
Governor the Nawab of Kalabagh and the President
Maulana Bhashamt agreed to lead an official del gationto
Chma 0 December 1953°  Commen 02 upon this deselop-
ment the Times (London) wrote

President Ayub appointzd lhim (Bhashant) to lead a
delegation and that journey from which he retumed this
week appears to hove changed all hisideas The achieve-
ments of China had so impres el him that realising how
backward Pahistan was m cosnparison he was mclined
he said to spend rest of his Life n prayers He was
calling off cxvil disobed C ting
upon the Maulana s role a Palistami newsparer wrote

The role of the National Awam Party leader hip seems
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to fit n more on the Government side than on the oppo-
sition side and yet 1t happens to be sitting m the oppost-
tion 1 the National Assembly and the provincial
legrslatures Maulana Bhashant tried to woo the Presdent
at Rawalpindi in September Then he wisted Chima
with the blessings of the Government On s return he
said m Chittagong what would become a loyal pro
Government spobesman  May be he 1s still courting the
president and trymg to persuade him to release political
prioners That he 1s apparently not willing to do  The
mystry ts that the Maulana still seems to be hopeful or
maybe he 1s afraid of weahenng the Presidents posture
1 relation to the Arencan lokby m Paksstan ¢

Student leader Tatig Ali who met Maulana Bhashant

1 June 1964 states thus

In Peking the Maulana had discussions with the Chmese
leaders including Mao Tse tung and Chou En la
Accordimng to Pakistans Ambas ador to Chma at that
time General Raza who was present during the
Maulanas discussions with Chou the latter said 1m no
mistahable terms that the Chinese would welcome a
reapproachement between the National Awam: Party and
the Ayub regime According to Raza the Maulana
agreed Whatever the truth of that story thereis no
doubt that the attitude of Bhashams party to Ayubs
vegime was discussed mn Pekmd When I was m East
Pakistan 1 June 1969 I asked the Maulana during the
course of a tape recorded conversation When you
went to Cluna what did Mao discuss with you when you
met lim?  His reply was quite unequivocal and does
seem to confirm General Razas mpression  Mao said
tome that at the present time Chmas relationship with
Palistan was extremely fragile and that the United States
Ruswa and Indra would do their urmost to Lreak this
celationstup He said  You are our friend and if ar the
pre ent Immoment you continue your struggle aganst the
Asub Government, it will only strengthen the bands of
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Russia Amenca and India Itis agamst our principles
to m erfere with your work but we would advise youto
proceed <lowly and carefallv Give us a chance to deepen
our fresndship with your Government 3
It may be recalled trat Palkistan had started woomg
China even dunmng Suhrawardys regime The Internal
situatzon 10 oceupted Kachmir was proving a  headache to
Palistan At that time both China and Russia had very
good relations wih India Amencan attempts to rawse the
Kashmir 1s e 1 the Secunty Council were repeatedly foiled
by Soviet Russia through her veto Russias interception
of an American spy plane that flew from an American con-
trolled military ba.e near Peshawar had already created
ten 10n between Russia and Pakrtan, Russta bad started
cultwvating friendship wiath Afghamistan with the result that
Afghanistan started pressing her demand for Pakhtunstan
Tn 1960 and 1961 the Pakistan Air Force tombed the border
states of Dir and Jandul where the Pashtu speaking popula-
tion had started attaching Pakistam posts The Pakistan
Army attached the e States and arrested their nilers 5
In the meantime the relattons between India and China
became stramed  Actually this was the outcome of growing
enmity between the Sovier Unionand China  While Chuna
was turming agamst India  America and Russia were commg
nearer to each other and their sympathies lay with India
wihich bad refused to be bullied by Chinas threatenmg
posture  Ayub Khan wanted to secure Americas support
0 pressurise India over the question of Kashmir He went
tothe US A but fated to make America agtee to stop eco-
nomic and mitary aid to India He coticised American
polictes thus
Pakistan 1s upset and disappointed over the oundness
of the US policy in this region. I ask can it be that
the USA 15 atandoming 1., true friend. for people who may
no* prove such good friends?  American aid has allowed
Ind1a economically and militanily to po<e a greater threat
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to Pakistan Pakistan 1s thorfore re examimng her
mumberstup in the US backed SEATO and CENTO &
On October 18 1902 at « time when Indian Atmy was
busy rescemg ehe Chinese onshupht Pakistan and China
«rted tali s in Polang Smlarly when the Anvlo Amencan
rowurs pres ed India to enter into direct talks with Palistan
n March 1963 Pahustan Forertn Minister Z A Bhutto left
for China 1n response to 1 invitation from the Chinese
Prumir and immedistely on lus arrmal at Peking the
border agreemrent was  igned and anrounced by the
two countnies  This was followed by a number of
other <teps «uch as a trade agreement and probably a
second ant: Indran mulitary allance Maulana Bhasham
who was mclined towards China probably thought that
the growing frendship  bo ween Pakistan and  China
svould end Amertean mfluence i Pakistan and it would help
hs followers to bring about a peacefal economrc and socral
resolution m East Pakistan  Subsequent events however
prove that while Ayub Khan wanted to grab Kashmir with
Chinese help China wanted to wean away Pakistan from
American alliances and to exploit Pahistan san 1 Indian senti~
ment to foment troubles m Assam Nagaland and NEFA
Despite the alliince with Commumst China  Ayub hhan did
not allow propagation of socialism m Palgstan  The Com-
munist Party d an unlawful or 1on and curbs on
freedom of the Press and platform were never hfted A new
ordwance was enforced which empowered the police autho-
sittes to attend and tahe notes of the proce.dings of even the
priate meetings of political wotker In Augus 1903 the
Daaca Times filed a wn petition i the Eas Pakistan High
Court challenging the Press and Public Ordinance This
Otdinance disallowed the Press to ertticise the Government
The court set 1t aside on the pleathat the papar concerned
had every right to create public opinion by  healthy and even
forceful ctncism ot the Goyernment inpa~er  Simdarly
tle court set ande the Government s action agamns the daly

Ittefaq of Dacca **
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It may further be recalled that Ayub Khans regime was
facing troubles on several accounts In June an East Pakistam
member of the National Assembly Mashibur Rehman revea-
fed that there were over 5.0 political prisoners in Pakistan On
June 28 1962 the leader of the opposiion Sardar Bahadur
khan revealed that the demand for autonomy in Baluchistan
had taken the form of guerilla warfare He disclosed start~
Iing details of concentration camps bemng run 1 Quetta and
of prisoners bemng hanged by their feet half naked *° Ata
press conference 1n July Sardar Bahadur khan attacked tus

brother s regime
We feel betrayed Never before was corruption so rife

the admmi;tration 50 weak and people so demoralised as

atpresent A ruthless minonty presides over out des-

tiny Under no conditions are we prepared to pull the

chestnuts out of the fire for them The answer to the grave

politiral situation lies mn the retum of power to the

people

Qn April 26 1963 Sardar Bahadur Khan said If I had
known that I would have to passthe fagend of my hfe m
the e political conditions I would have revised my stand on
the establishirent of Pakistan

Inotderto keep the people ignerant of these develop-
men*s the President 1ssued an Ordmance prohibiting the
newspapers to publish unauthorised reports of the pro-
ceedings of the National Assembly The Ordinance mstructed
the newspapers to publish i full all the press notes or hand-
outs distributed by the Cen ral or Provimcial Gosernments ®
The Cwl and Miltary Gazette of Lahore had to cease
publication as a result of this arder Ano h.r Ordimance
banned the pubhcation of any news item relating to a strke
or industrial unrest The Pres and Puablication Ordinance
gave powers to the Dustrict Magdistrates to prosecute jour-
nalists employed 1n newspapers that defied Government
orders They were al 0 enpowered to disallow the resump-
tion of publication of any newspaper that had discontinued
publication on any ground This meant that even if a journal
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had to discontinue publication on accounr of fadlure of
electrierty the District Magustrate was withm his power to
disallow its resumption At least two promment Journals
had to cea e publication vecuse official pressute was put on
their printers to cancel their declarations and the new
printers were di alloved to file new declarations Weekly
Igd m had to cease publication because it published an
article supporting the demand for restoration of pathamen
tary  democracy  Although 1its editor destroyed all His
copie the Dustrict Magistrate banned 1t However when
the editor wrote that by parliamentary democracy he meant
Ayub Khan's conception of democracy he was allowed to
Tesume the publication of his journa) t
Ayub Khan knew that people were apposed to his regime
He therefore wanted to do something spectacular His
colleagues and the Government conttolled Press started a
prepaganda campaign that Indra was prepanng to Jaunch an
aggre sion agamnst Pakistan  On July 17 1963 Foreign Mims-
ter Bhutto said
If India were 1n her frutration to turn her fons
agamst Pahistan the mternational situation 15 such today
that Pakistan would not be alone m that conflict
Bhuttos tatement was widely interpreted to mean that
Peking would support Pahsstan w event of 2 war nith India ™
On Decemter 27 1963 Srinagar erupted 1nto niotous turmarl
over reports that a sacred Mushm relic (harr of the Propher)
bad been stolen # There are strong reasons to belteve that
the theft was engineered by Pals tans agents  Pakistan had
ama ed ker armies on the Kashmir border o attack the
However the umely action taken by
Irdia foiled thus plan. Pakistan
by protoking com

State at this time
the Gosernment cof

rulers  exploted  chis  stmacton
munal rio € in East Pakistan. These mots were engmeered

by the re<ponsible members of Asub Nhans Cabmer and
fanned by the Govurnmen controlled Press. The Mnsver
of Exterpal Affarrs Z.A Bhurto described the theft asa
Jas zrdly attack on the religious  «wamen s of Mu ims  a
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It 15 sigmificant to nove that waile the Pa'u an Gomarn-
ment faled 1n 1ts ambirions to snvade Kashmir the nationalist
elemen s East Palstan realised th. dangerous mmpheations
of Agub Khansg s ter game of fomenring communal trou-
ble Sheskh Moybur Rebman had already revived the
Awamt League On March 9 1964 the League demanded
full autonomy for East Pakistan The President was upset
over this development He called lus oppomepts hired
mules to which the ex Central Law Mimster Mohammad
Tbratim replied by saying that he preferred to be a hired
mule 1 history rather than be 2 member of the rulmd
Muslim League *

To ensute Ayub s continuation m power the Government
accepted the Francinse Commission’s proposal that  the um-
versal franchice shaald be exercised indirectly t view of the
conditions prevalent in the country  ?

East Pakistan reacted
sharplv to this dectsion The All-Party Action Comnuttee

comp-t g the Awami League the Nizam 1 Islam Party and
the Nanopal Awami Parry announced the holding of pro-
test meetings  On March 18 and 19 1954 a big public meet-
1ng was held 1n Dacea Sheikh Mupbur Renman and Maulana
Bhasham spoke on a common platform They demanded
adult franchise and direct elections When the question of
the electoral system and the mdirect method of election came
1 for disqussion o the National Assembly, the opposition op-
posed 1t and staged a walk out An East Pakistant demand for
having in turn an Fast and a West Pakistam as President was
wegected  In protest the deputy leader of the oppo ition
Ramiruddin charged the West Pakistanss with  ambition to
domnate East Pakistan &

The President was determmed to get humself re elected
and o secure a clear majonty tor tus party in the Central as
well as the provincial legislature, He allowed the Governcr
of Rast Pakistan Monem Khan to indulge ;. polrical repres-
s10n 2nd distribute polinical and financial patronage to <ecure
support for lus party ‘To combat the opposition the
Government ncreased 1ts represston m the Universittes set
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up a Natwonal Press Trust to ¢o ordinate 1 5 propaganda and
ventured nto the cultural sphere to see how the natiens
wniters could be tseu ¥ A werers guild was set wp wnder
the charmanshap of the} Preadents persoral secretarv
Qudratullah  Shabab to propagate Asub ¥hans palwcal
conceptions Leading capitalists hike Seth Adamjt and Saced
Schgal were encouraged to award prves to  deserving
woters  These mndustriabists and feudal Jords lhe Nawab
Akbar Khan of Hatt Mardan were mduced to start big ness
papers under the managument of the so called National
Press Trust who bought the sersices of leading journahists on
fat salarie and allowance On July 1 1964 the manage-
ments of private edutationa] institutions were ashed to ban
therr teachers trom taking part w palittes  The Government
mordet to tertonse the oppositrion put behind the bar a
number of stodents and party workets w East Pakustan
Maulvs Farid Ahmad of the Nrsam 1 Islam Partvy was arres
ted® Ataur Rahmar ASM Abdul Jah! and some forty
others met the samz fate i Kbnlna and Rapbale** Anather
B ngali leader Abu Mohammad Ferdou was declared 2bs
conder his praperty was atgach.d to force lum surrender to
the police®  On September 24 protest mee ings were held
all oser the prounce Even the srudenrs absers.d a com
pltn s ke  In Chittagong the police attacked protes ing
demonstrators withth result ths more than one hundred
persons were mured *
Yt wasatoal trhe  In Dacca reported the Pakustan
Obsener eventhe clocks stopped ncking® Tie Gosern
mren was foreed to release these prroners
Tt was due fo the efforts of Rbwaja Manmuddim tha a
Combmned Oppos 100 Panty (C O P) comnrung th e Coureldl
Mudin League the Awami Pary the Nezam 1 Islam Pany
and the Na somal Avam Pany was formed 10 com & the
elections® Tre COP pesaaded Mie Farrra Jirmb 1o
cor o5 the pre demmmal elecrion as therr own candidre
Heweve~ 1 far’ dro bave a joorr o of cand.da 2s for the
pesic dumo rave elecnons and i parts of the couvtry the
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C OP candidates contested against one another Simlarly
thexr nme poirt programme made no reference to foreign
policy or economic and agranan reform 1t was hmited to 2
demand for 2 democratisation of the Constitution
Miss Jinpah the sister of the Father of the Naion
commanded 1mmen_¢ Tespect from the people Her decision
to accept the COP offer shocked Ayub and his courtiers
Ayub Khan engaged the services of fanatic Ulemas who
denounced the election of a female candidate to run the
admimstration of the State Maulana Shamasul Huq of
Dacea said that Islam forbade women to become rulers ¥ and
it was a sin to support her To this Maulana Maudood:
Amir of Jamaat Islami retorted I shall prefer commtting
one sin by <upportig the woman candidate to committing ten
s by supporting the candidate of Presiden Ayub Khan ?
Miss Jmnab m her speeches tried to tarmsh the
Pre 1dent s tmage by accu-ing him of having helped his son
Gohar Ayub to establish the Gandhara Industries She
ndicated the regime for arbitrativess and corruption She
demanded the restoration of democracy civil hiberties and
unrver al direct suffrage Wherever she went she dr.w
large audiences Ayub Khan on the other hand had to
rely upon the services of police and cther officers for collec-
ting crowds for his meetings On November 6 1964 the
Dacca Trmes published a photostatic copy of a letter 1ssued
by the District Magistrate to about one hundred transporters
1n Rangpur (East Pakistan) asking them to place therr vehicles
at the disposal of the Government so that crowds might be
brought to the President s meetings Even the people who
greeted Ayub at airports and railwav stations were patd
On on. such occasion the Karacht Co-ventton Mushm
League spent Rs 50000 for his reception Truck-loads of
workers were brought out from industrial areas on payment
of Re 1 perhead  The Outlook of Karachi which exposed

these tactics on Avgust 1 1964 had to cease publcation on
that account.
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Asub Kban seorted 0 an ant Indian propaganda
<ampaign At cne stage he sud that  political sstabibity
rusulting from Miss Jinnah s succe.s would encourage India
to attack and enslave Pakstan  and to shaughrer the Indan
Mu Lms®  His supporters would say  Mushms in Dl are
pravng with ce1rs n thar eyes and saying Oh God  give
victory to Asubso that we may baswed Sl he wasno
sure of bis success  Ina threaterung tone he said  If the
oprositicn wins the nation will dig s grave  The result will
be pethaps a bleody revolution unlike that of the Martial
Law ¥

Ayub Khan won the election He was re-elected
President for another five years  Whie he got 40951 sotes
Miss Jinnah go 28691 Howuver the former got 21012 votes
irom East Pabitan As gunst chis Mis Jimb gor
18434 votes 1 this province This msigmificans difference
i East Paks tan reflected the mind of the Bengalis whe
resysted the Government s pressure tacties which ncluded
calling upon the army to start patrolling the country and
deployment of Development officials to fnghten and persuade
the BD s to vo ¢ for the Government party  Another nstru
ment to do the Governrents bidding was the local police
officrals 100

It 38 sigmficant to pote that although Maulana Bhasham s
Natsonal Awarn Party had jomed the COP the Maulana did
not take part i the election campaign on account of what
be termed his it health  The plea of il health has
4requently prevented Bhasham from tabmg active part
popular 2gamst the dr hip 101

The rubing Mushm League secured a majority of 128 eats
1n the National Assembly The opposition <ecured 15 seats
(COP 10 NDF 5) 1n East Palsstan and one sn West Pakis-
tan However the rulmng pasty faled to get an 2b olute
majonity 1 the East Pakistan As embly It got only 60 eats
58 went to sndependents and 25 to the oppo ton  Later on
the ruhng party was able to win over the support of the

andependents
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Intoucated w1 h hus father s victory Captain Gohar Ayub
1cd hundreds of hired goondas into harachs where them ajonity
of voters had cuppomed Mies Jionab  On  Janwary 13
195 1 recened a lester from Karach: which was ported on
the 8 This letter desenbed glanngly the undemocranc
cruel and imhuman acts of Gohar Avub and lus tured
foondae A summary of this letter 15 as follows

In January 1004 the Hindusof Eass Pakistan were

puracued and now 1n January 195 Muashm refugees
were made vicums of terron m and barbarism  Second
January was the first day of hormble amson loot murder
and destructicn Between Januiry 2 and January 8 one
dozen refugee <ettlements <«uffered hornble destruction.
About 800 houces were burnt down 175 persons murder-
ed and 400 wnounded Sixty four women were abducted
and raped  Nineteen per ons including wemen were
burnt alne  Leaders and workers of the United Front
are being arre ted  Police refuced to gine any assistance
to the unfortunate refugees Miss Jinnah said— Why do
you shoot them shoot me %

A feehng of impotent frustration swept the country
‘The COP still existed n theory but in practice had dis-
mtegrated Bhashami had joimned hands with the Dictator and
Suhrawardy had died 1n D.cember 1963 1 Bewut 10 The
opposition leaders tried to regroup and met in Lahore 1n
March 1965 Shetkh Mupbur Rehman in the meanwhile
had announced his six pomt plan which was as follons

1 A federal system of Government parhamentary n
nature and based on adult franchise

2  The Federal Goyernment shall deal with only Defence
and Foreign Affairs  All other subjects shall be
dealt by the federating States

3 Two separate but freely convertible currencies for
the two parts of the country or one currency for the
whole country Inthis case effective constitutional
measures to be taken to prevent flight of capital
from East to West Pakhistan
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P Power of tration and revonue collection <hall ke
vusted an the fudetating unies and not in the Centre
5 Suparate vecounts for foresgn exchange carungs of
the two pasts of thy countrv under the control of the
tespective Gosernments
6 Thwsuatingup of a mibia or para militaty force for
Eas» Pakisean 19
Th wecting m which Shetkh Mupbur Rehman placed
thus plan fuled to armve at wny Lnderstanding because West
Pakistan s feadership refu od to suppary the e demands
Th. Gosernment controlled Press i Wese Pakistan
launched an  ant Indian and pro-Chimese propaganda
campaifn  Amenica was accuved of encouraging pohtical
elemen s 1n East Pakustan to demand secession of the pro
snce to become an mdependent country under the protec-
tion of th. USA  Chinese leaders viswed Pakistan in 1964
On Febru.zy 23 1964 a fomnt communque was issued m
which the Clunese leaders supported Palistany wews on
Kashmir ©®  In March 1965 President Ayub visited Chna
A jaune ¢ 1ssued ac che I of hys vissc was
defirtely an ants Indsan and ant: American document *
In Apnl 1965 Pakistan at-acked Indian border posts
m the Rann of Kutch Palustam avmies used American
Patton tanks m this region  Neither the USA nor the UK
condemned this aggression  The Brtsh Prime Minuster
Harofd Wilson entered the scene and pefsuaded the lndian
Government to accept the prinaple of arbrranon, Itis
suspected that this proposal was put forward to makeita
prevedent 1 regard to the Kashmur question  The Kutch
agreement sgned by India and Pakustan on June 30 193
stated that an international tribunal would be set up and the
two countries would abide by its verdice

W hile the Indian Government was busy i conducting
! of this Pakistan

negotiations for
was prepatng for aggression aganst India 10 hashmur

Accordiag to Tariq All  the political stuation n Pakistan
#iad deteriorated to such an extent and the contradictions of
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the regime were such that it could no- bring off the econo-
mic miracle that was needed to restore confidence so there
had to be 2 major diversion Tt was dectded to focus atten~
tion once agam on the people of Kashmir

Having suffered heavy losses m this war Pakistan
failed to grab Kashmir If the war had continued for another
few days Pakistan would have faced sever economic crisis
which would have led to a mass upheaval Ayub was mnan
extremely nervous tate throughout the nar

The United States and the Soviet Union intervened to
stop the war On January 10 1956 Indian and Pakistant
leaders signed the historic Tashkent Agreement Asa
foreign author poins out For all practical purposes
Pakistan lost the conflict clearly Ayub was compelled by
the military situation to accept Indias insistence upon
restoning the status quo ante witz only a minimum face-
saving provision in the UN Resolution for some future
consideration of the problems for which the Dictator had
embarked on aggres 1on 10%

It 15 clear that Ayub Khan launched this aggression to
silence his opponents and to overcotne the mcreasing rest-
lessness i Pakistan  There 1s some evidence writes Russel
Brines that Ayub revised antt Indian propaganda in an
attempt to create cohesiveness Just as Jinnahand his
immedrate successors wmvoked the fear of Hindu aggres-
sion for the same purpose 10® Miss Fatima Jinnah emphasised
this point Today mn Pakistan he said m a message
published m The Dawn of Aprl 13 1965 we are passing
through a critical time There 1sa ot of talk of economic
development but the impact of such deyelopment 1s nowhere
perceptible  People are groaming under the heavy load of
poverty The propaganda machmery will never succeed in
brain washimng carried out by the self imposed rulers One can
not but express anxiety at the manner mn which the peoples
voice has been throttled under the banners and bayonet

Ayub Khan knew that the Bengahs were simmermng
over a number of accumulated grievances Russel Brines
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romtscut They (the Bongilis) contended 1n eseence that
Eact Pakitan duspite sts sz was demmated by the West
and truated 1s an cconomie tep ehild  Many mested that
tle militury revolution which changed Pakistans history
was actually Jaurcled fecawe West Pakistany generals
fcared that they would come under Bengah rule  The revolt
{ru trated the nations fir t scheduled general elections which
the Ea terrus conterd would hmne elected a parliament
demmated by Bengalic  Throughout the years the nations
Gosernmert has been drawn primanly from West Pakistan
as Fave the armed forces ard industry 15 owned Jargely by
We terners  The Ea terners further conplun that while
their nte preduced most cf Pakistans foresgn exchange the
Governmrent rent a disproporticnate share of the proceeds
inthe Wet Fimlly the easterners regarded them elves
nadequately defended from encircling India 10
A Bengali jourral compluned East Pakistan has
teen carning twc thirds of the countrys foreign exchange
and if the Ceptral rulers Pave amimndto play fair with the
eastern wing they would have spent the foreign exchange
earned by this regicn on itsindustrralisation A former
Chief Minsster of East Pakistan satd
Today thete 1sa dispanty not only s the economic
sphere but al 0 1 the administratine services m executrve
power and 1 the legislative field because any leguslation
15 subject to the veto of the President The East Pakistanis
are not anybody s chichen fee? and do not mtend to be
Policy making in many spheres is bemng lard down w 1thout
the opinion and interests of this province being conser
ously and strongly kept m view ' 110
On July 20 1965 the Pakistan Times of Lakore wrote
The explortation of East Pakistan by West Pakistan can be
judged by the fact that one can see West Pakistan: officrals
1n every village of East Pakistan
Instead of domng justice to the People of East Pakistan
the Dictator wanted to embark upon reviving the glores of
Yslam by launchung aggression agamst Indta  He promised
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to secure Kashmur for Pakistan but the Bengalis made no
secret of ther lukewarm interest mn Kashmic ™ Fear of
Indra served more to mncrease the divisieness then to cement
the two wimngs for 1t mtenuified the Bengali sense of insecu-
nity and maccessibiity ' East Pakistan was saved from
the destructions of war not by the Pakistam Army but
becauce of Indias dectsion not to attack 1t Throughout
this war All India Radio kept on emphasising the fact that
India regarded the people of East Pakistan as her friends
Tt was this which broagh* home to many East Pakistams the
danger of thetr geogtaphical ituation and further increased
their political consctousness ' Dunng the war a clandestime
radjo statton calling itelf ‘The Voice of Independent
Bengal kept on appealmng to the East Pakistams to fight
for their own liberation

The announcement of the Tashkent Agreement was
greeted w1 b violent demonstrations m West Pahustan??

The police had to firz on violent crowds at Lahore and
Multan®  The Pre.ident 1n a broadcast, aid m anger

Some mischievous persons takimg advantage of the present
situation were misleadmg the people ¢

He decided to find a scapegoat While he forced
Bhutto to resign from the Cabinet he retited or dismissed
eleven Generals and thirtvamne Colone:  All these elements
now Jotned hands to blame Ayub Khan for Pakicran s debacle
They decided to struggle for his dethronment.,

While the Dictators opponents m West Pakistan
demanded repudiation of the Tashkent Agreement the
polinrcal leaders in Eest Pakistan decided to start an orga-
mised struggle for autonomy  The Economist wrote

In mid February while West Pakutans opposition
was still trymg to bammer out a common hne agamst the
Tashkent Agreement an Easr Pakistam leader Sheskh Mup-
bur Rehman crying nuts to bis west wing colleagues came
out with his own for more explosne programme The heart
of his six demands was a federal contitution that would
give the federal Government control of nothing but foreign.



150 THE SAGA OF DANGLA DESH

affairs and defence and cven then the two federating States
<hould be en 1tled to rse their ownn Terrtornls and make
their own agroements of foresgn trade

The pressin West Pakistan condemned these demands
Prestdent Ayub Khan in 2 speech at  Rajshahi on March 16
warned the leaders of the Awam: League thus

‘The so called six pomt programme of the Awami League

amms at achteving the demand for a Greater Bengal
which means that East Pakistan and West Bengal would
combine to form an independent State. This 1s bound
to result i East Prkistans Mushms bemg enslaved by
caste Hindus of West Bengal '*

The President also threatened that if necescary the
language of weapon would have to be used and the country
mght have to go through a ciil war as the Unuted States
did ™ While dubbing his Bengal: opponents as traitors
the President said  Civil war1s a dangerous thing  But if a
nation faced distuption 1t has to be accepted ' The
Pakistan Observer retorted  Stability cannot be ensured by
calling 1n question the patniotism of a large section of our
people belonging to a particular region ¥

The Awams League leader Sheikh Mupbur Rehman m
a public meeting held on March 20 called upon the people
of East Pakistan to prepare for a strong democratic move
ment He ard Why East Pakistan could not be helped
at the mational crsis 1n September last 7 How was 1t that
Bhutto came out with a statement that East Pakistan was
saved because of China ? Weare not gomg to Ine on the
mercy of foregn powers East and West Pakistan must be
self sufficient 1n defence *

Sherkh Mupbur Rehman met the President by invitation
and appealed to lum to give regional autonomy to East
Pakistan and to make it elf sufficient m defence '? This
demand for an ind d defence bility for East
Pakistan was a challenge to Pressdent Ayub hhan The
Sheikh repeated this demand ;n a public meeting held in the
fir t week of Apnl at khulna While he was returming to
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out the army n Fandpur and Jessore Infurated mobs
attached police stations jaris and Gos ernment offices

After about 21 months of detention on January 18 1968
at Loclock Munbur Rehman was released from detention
However assoon as he came out of the Jal gate army men
pounced on lim He was brought to Dacca Cantonment
and kept 1n solitary confinument He was subjected to
mhuman mental torture  He was charged with conspiring
to topple thh. Government and to turn East Pakstan into an
independent country with the help of Indian money A
numter of Bengalt army officers arrested in thi, connection
were accused of co operating with Sheikh Mupbur Rehman
for thus object  This ¢ase came to be known as the Agartala
Conspiracy Case

The imprisonmen of Shethh Muyibur Rehman did hetle
to curb the aspirations of East Pakistan The Avami League
end the National Awam Party decided on July 29 1966 to
launch a2 massive movement to demand autonomy for East
Palistan On July 31 six opposttron parttes pamely the
Awami League the National Awam: Party the Council
Mushm League the Nizam e Islam and the National Demo
crattc Front decided to torm a committee to launch a
campaign for the restoration of parliamentary democracy
Sensing danger to his regime President Ayub Khan rushed
to Dacca In a speech in Dacca he chreatened to use other
methods to put a stop to the activaties of the dstuptionists *
Hesaid Those who talk of secesston are not the friends of
East Pakistan Let me warn you that there 1s a growmng
frustration 1n West Pakistan that it spite of therr sacrifices
the East Palrtams are not satnfied Thisisa dangerous
feeling ¢

Znlfilar Al Bhutta extend his hand of frendship to the
peaple of Bengal Hearmved m Dacca on November 15
1966 He demanded the releasz of Shetkh Muybur Rehman
and his colleagues He was warmly greeted by the Awam
woarkers President Ayub Khan on the other hand was
recensed with black flags by Bengal students 1n London The



FIGHT AGAINST THE MILITARY REGIME 153

demonstrators were carrymg playcards contamning slogans
such as We demand full autonomy for East Palusran and
Release Sheikh Musibur Rehman and hus colleagues
Tn December 1966 the Pre.adent agamn wisited East Pakis-
tan  On the conclusion of his seven-day wisit he 1ssued a
statement saying 1 am sorry to say that I still hear voices
demandmng change 1n the very basis of the prevathing system
1f the people developed the habit of change day m and day
out the country will not be able to forge ahead 7
The President was also facing troubles in West Pakistan.
He was becoming more and more unpopular smce the Tash-
kent Agreement and the repression which had followed 1t
The widows of those killed in the war led a procession
Lahore Chanting “Give us back our husbands they mar-
ched to the Governors House where they returned their
husbands medals’® The police opened fire upon these
women wounding four of them
Things were getting worse for the Prestdent. He dismissed
the Governor of West Pakitan the Nawab of Kala Bagh be-
cause he was perturbed on account of the Nawab s increa-
sing power On November 19 1966 the Darly Telegraph of
London revealed what 1t termed as a dangerous plot to topple
Ayub Fhans refime According to thi report a Nawab
had formed a secret Council of Generals to depose Asub apd
captute the admmytration ~ The correspondent further dis-
closed that 11 General and 29 Colonels were dismissed not on
account of any mabibity as was claimed In fact they dis-
lked Ayubs policies which had resulted 1n procorment of
Chinese arms on a large scale
Inthe last weeh of November 1966 a section of the
Indian and foreign Press published lengthy reports akout the
scandals of Industries owned by the Presdents son Gohar
Avub and hus father m lan Major General Habubur Rebmaen
It was revealed that this firm was started with a loan of R< §0
lakhs from the State Bank without any securty It succee-
ded mn acqumng the propuetorship of dozens of Pakustam and
foreign firms mcluding that of General Motors Company of
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Ameticr Wihm a few yours o ey hid becom, mithon
mps Iwan fordhes reveshd tha Golar Avub was trying
to tranfer ase s of this fism o Sxi serland becanse of the
fear of impending danger o bus father s regume B?

In the begsanimg of the verr %7 more thin soyenty pro-
anren poli icuans who wen dobacred from t1king part i polt
ucal actiatis and condemndd a3 corrupt and opportumst
resumed polirscal actinatics One of them Avib Rhuhto a
forres Chuf Miter of Sind jomud the tulmg Mushm
League It mav be recalled thar Avub Rhans Government
bad gor hum comvicted on a charge of black marke mg but
now Asyub Kban needud suppore from such hke percans to
steengthon is own position The formes Chief Minuster of
Puryab Mien Mumtz Daultans and former Prime M ster
Chaudburi Mohammad Al jomed hands aith the East Pakis
tans leaders Attaur Rehman Nurul Amin and Abu Hassan
Sarkar The former Governor of East Pakistan General

zam } hin supported the demand for revnal of the dero-
eratc ot up

Alarmed by this situation the Presidont agam visted East
Pakutan  On March 28 1907 he addressed a me2ting of the
Dacea Bir A <ocwtion  He =axd that he was not prepared
t0 rustore parhamentary democracy because it was agamet
the fundamental principles of Islam

He rejected the demand for internal autonomy and <ad
East Paliston already enjoyed enough internal autonomy * °

A pamphlet written by one Manzur Alam was diseributed
1n the meetmg n which 1t wassaid that God crented Pakustan
and Ayub saved it *® On April 3 he <aid that the demand
far y wasa for b

Tn the meantime Bhutto had started openly ttacking the
dictatorsep  He challenged Home Mimister khwaja Shaha
buddin and Information Mmster Sayed Abmed to jom b mn
open debate on this ssue  He erticised the Tashkent Agree
d d it as a & of ‘betrayal
secret tatks
Ayubh khuhro

ment and ¢
He threatened to reveal what he called

precedmg the signing of the document
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defended Ayub khan and demanded prosecution of Bhutto
and hus associates  On March 17 1967 Khwaja Shahabuddin
said 1 have come to know that Bhutto has cmticised the
Army s role 1n the war of 1965
In March 1968 Ayub suffered a sertous stroke  The fact
was kept ecret but somehow rumours that he was dead
swept the country  His 1llness was erious enough to confine
Jum to bed for several weeks It ramsed the mconvenient
question of successton m the public mind On May 2 1968
The Times (London) reported that President Ayub had been
advised to lead a less vigorous life  In July 1968 he went to
London for a medical check up  Bhutto followed him
Pakistam stud staged a d ration agamst Ayub Khan.
Bhutto condemned Ayub Khan s regime and supported the de
mand fdr self-government for East Pakistan The Pablic con
troy ersy about the Presidents illness was still gomng on The for-
mer Chief Mimister of East Pakistan Nurul Amin declared that
Pakistan s Copstitution had broken down duning Asub Kbans
1lness due to hus mability to attend to the duties of his office
Former Atr Marshal A ghar Khan jomed this controversy
It was said that as the President did not appomt the Speaker
of the Constituent Assembly as Acting Head of State the
Governmenr of the time was unconstitutional Tt was said
that both Yahya Khan and Asghar Khan asptred for this
post This might have disturked the mind of the President
In the meantime Bhutto formed the Peoples Party of
Palustan to launch a struggle for the restoration of democracy
and workmg for an Islamic Sociabist State ™  Government s
tured goondas disturted Bhuttos public meetings 1n Lahore
and el.ewhere West Pal1srans Home Minister threatened to
prosecut Bhutto on a chasge of misappropration of Public
funds when he had held office as a Central Mimuster Bhutto
an the other hand levelled semous charges of corruption
against 2 number of Central Minmters He exploited anu-
Indun entimentsto bis own advantage In October 1908
he distributed a booklet 1n which he advocated annexation
of the whole of Kashmur and Assam ¢
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In September 1968 the Presdent visted Dacea He
was greeted with violent demonstrattions  Agam he threa-
tened hus opponents and declared that any change in the
e'ectoral system would bring disaster to the country

President Ayub Khan was facing semous troubles
Baluchistan  Sind and occepred Kashmr  In Baluchistan
guenilla war was bemng foutht betwean the supporters and
opponents of the Government As usual Ayub Khan de
rloved army detachments to crush his opponent A number
of 11olent encounters between the army and the trtbesmen
tock place i October and November  Accarding to reposts
pubhished m Kabul at least 70 Paksstany soldiers were halled
m tv 0 ambushes i the hulls of Biluchistan  More than 5000
Palustans soldiers moted into the trobuled aras and the
Palistan An Foree attacked the rebd hide out  The
Baluchs complasned of having been reduced to the status
of s.cond-class citizens Ihe the Bengalbs They rusun ed
Punjabr domunation  The Baluch Navonal Awam: Party
demanded a plebiscite under Afro Astan supenvision to
determine the will of the people

The antt Pumabr s.nument had been browing for a fong
time It was alleged tha since the severance of trade ns
with Afphanistan  Pupjabt busincssmen had almost pushed
our the Pathans in the fresh and dry frwe trade A larse
police forer from the Punrab was call d to suppress the
Baluchs matwonalist. A swhn ;o broke ou i Queta
The admurss ranon bud ta be handed o er to the Army and
a 24 hour cuttew wnasmmpoced Acco dn? fo agon 2 &
esumie at leas a hundred people Jo3  rheir bves =
Tho National Anamy Parey of Sind announcud 15 sapport
othe Jas Sind * morem n sponoved by § 1dhi mar e 3 and
0 Jleernale  Inrfa NWFP the Nasonal Awar Party led
bs hian Abdul Wah Khan declaired 13 menr 1 fo Liunch
a s*rLisle fo the cvabl e~ of Pakbar= 2n In occuped
Lathem 2 Ac waserdo ted to “re<’ec Ayubsbenctmin
s d. Abdul Ha~dto the e ©f  Preclen Trs
Acronto wdrr o omra & O o8 Ads er of the TA-ad
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Kashmr Government to appoint any person of tus choice 1n
Ius place at us own sweet will A wave of ndignation swept
over Azad Rashmir as a result of the enforcement of this Act '
Mr Bhuttos open dictment of Ayub encouraged other
opposition Jeaders to attack the dictatorship  Ayub Khan
members of his famuly and big industrialists who supported
him were made targets of this attack It was openly said
that Ayub Kbhans sons Captam Gohar Ayub, Shaukat Ayub
and Tahir Ayub had acquired big industries that Ayub had
bought a farm 1 Sardinia (Italy) for better days and had a
large bank balance 1n Geneva acquired through a Jewsh
arms dealer who sold arms to the Pakistan Government at
double his usual price and put the balance mto Ayubs
bank account It was further said that Ayubs daughter
Naum who married 1nto the Swat Royal Familv indulged
oplum 3 mto  Afg 18 Secret files
iymng with the ant:i smugghng department disclo ed that
Avyub Khan was an active partner with the notorious smug-
glor Kasim Bhatt1' ®  1In the meantime Dr Mabbubul Hug,
Chuef Economust of the Planming Commussion made startling
disclosures about twenty one families who controlled the
wealth of the country He revealed that sixty per cent of
the mdustrial capital was m the hands of these famibes whe
also controlled over 80 per cent of the country s banking and
97 per cent of the country s msurance business Ayub s family
was one of those twenty one familtes
An  msignificant incdence that took place  on
November 6 created such an explosme stuation that s
finally led to the downfall of Ayub Khany In the dusty
Khyber Pass township of Jamrud in Notrth-West Pahsstan
a group of seventy students was challaned bv Customs
Officers on charge of smugglng goods they had boughe
i the dutyfree markes of Landikotal The students clarmed
they were msulted It and held by the Customs men Re~
turming to Rawalpind: they heard Bhutto was in town and
decided ta take therr gnevance to lum Already the atmos-
‘phere 1n Rawalpindi was surcharged with tension because the
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s*udents of the Polytechnic Institute were agitating for their
demands  On November 7 1963 the students held a very
big demonstration ;n which anti Ayub slogans were rared
They stopped every ofiictal cat removed the flag and forced
the occupants to raise ant1 Ayub slogan ~ When the Deputy
Commussioner spohe to them mn a threatening tome the
students tore off s trousers and sparked him

The students marched towards the city s luxurious Inter-
contmental Hotel where Bhutto was staymg but the police
stopped them A student leader who forced his way 10 was
dragged out and beaten up in front of the guests The
students regrouped and were lathi charged by the police
Then the police started firing on them as a result of which
a first-year studert Abdul Hanud died on the spot  Enraged
the students fought back with bricks and there were casuali-
ties on both sitde.  On thetr way back the students attacked
and burnt a number of vehicles of the Government Transport
Service The Government prolibited the holding of public
meetings and demonstrations but the next day more than
twenty thousand students defied the ban burnt Ayub Khans
portraits  every shop front displaying a photograph of the
dictator was smashed and within a few hours not a single
pkotograph could be seen m the mamn centres of the city
Qccupants of private and official cars were forced to get
out and skout antt Ayub slogans or kicked 1n the arse 1f
they refused 0 The studen.s were jomned by the members of
the general public who demanded the end of the dictatorship
and restoration of parliamentary democracy They attacked
tanks factortes and big business houses  The city was
completely out of con rol and the admimstration paralysed
The Government took strong measures to crush the mose
ment but within a weebh 1t spread all over the country
Undoubtedly 1t was 2 resolr Despite the fact that several
students were imnterned the revolt could not be suppressed
In Lahore Peshawar Hvderabad harachi Guar Khan and
Pacca the students clashed with the police The Govern-
ment closed all the colleges universities and schools but the
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students continued defying the prohibitory orders and they
were jomed by a growing number of workers unemployed
young men and oth.rs  Suddenly the d was off  After
10 years of fascist rule the people turned their fury on Ayub
Khan 1n nots and endless demonstrations

The students ware angry over poor educational conditions,
large clas es lack of facilities and hugh fees But now they also
demanded political freedom and protested agamnst the pre-
vatling corruption and explottation The politicians got on
the bandwagon calhing for free elections and return to
democracy Everywhere the students and the common men
took to the streets mm a heady protest agamst Ayub Khan
and his regime

On November 10 Ayub Khan was scheduled to address
2 public meeting m Peshawar the stronghold of the National
Awami Party led by Walt Khan Earlier the NAP had
orgamused a big demonstration there and for the fir t time
m the history of the NWFP thousands of Pathan women
participited n the rally Ayub Khan probably wanted
to demonstrate his own strength Nawabzada Abdul
Ghafoor Khan of Hot1 a big sugar magnate and Munister of
Crvil Supplies in the Central Government accompanied him
As soon as the latter appeared on the stage to read an
address of welcome to the President the audience started
ratsmg slogans such as  distuss the sugar thief  As soon as
Ayub khan rose 2 young Pathan student Hasham Khan stood
up and fired two shots at um  The result was pandemontam

Ayub hid behind the sofa on the platform while one of his

sons threw himself on top of lum  The student was arrested
but for a long time Ayub stayed crouching behind the ofs
He left the meeting utterly shattered and shaken under a
strong military escort Later on Hastum told the police
that he was sorry he had not succeeded m Lilling the tyrant
who had oppressed the people so long !

Ina bid to mip the growing movement i the bud Ayub
Khan s Government hiuled Mr  Bhutto off to Jail alcng with
dozens of student leaders for disrupting peace and spreading



160 THE SAGA OF BANGLA DESH

lavnlessness  Wali khan of NAP and a number of other
Pathans and Baluch leaders were also arrested on the same
charge 1

Four days Iater mn a luxury hotel 1n Lahore Aur Marshal
Asghar Khan a former Commander in Chuef of the Air
Force jomned the revolt The ex Chief Justice of the High
Court Murshad Hussain General Azam Khan and Khan
Abdul Qayyum Khan followed him to jomn active politics
In a letter addressed to the Cabmet Secretary Mc MH
Sufi the former Commander of the Arr Force said he had
done so asa token of my disgust and disapproval of the
uncsvilised conduct of the Government He cricrsed the
reign of terror on students and urged that the Government
should adopt civilised manners 1

The Government dismissed the agitating politicians as
a gangof goondas  But the riots increased and reached
peak with nationwide strikes  Mobs toox over the streets
attachmng police-stations

In the third week of November the Daily Telegraph of
London created a sensation by revealing the exstence of a
strong opposition agamnst Ayub Khan in his army The paper
wrote  President Ayub Khan 1s today confonted with the
most sentous challenge to his authorty since his advent to
power ten years ago The ant: Government mosement has
emerged within Pakistan s military hierarchy and President
Ayub can no longer rely on the unquestiomung support of the
armed forces who have hitherto been the ultunate sanction
on which bus dictatorship has rested Air Marshal Asghar
Khan s decision to support the opposition has causzd a major

sensation  There 1s a speculation that he may jom Bhurtos

party
At 2 time when the revolt was spreading and the atmos

phere was nngng with slogans ke  death to dictator  the
Central Minster for Information Khwaja Shababuddin  aid
at a meeting that the people of Pakistan were enjoying full
democracy like those of any democratic country m the

world ¥ On the other hand the Gosernor of West Pakis-
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tan General Musa m a radio broadcast threatened to take
severe action agamst the supporters of the rng leaders of
the movement of lawles ness '

On November 29 1968 there were large- cale demons-
trations and student pohice battles throughout West Pakistan
In Peshawar students attached the USIS Iabrary In
Bahawalpur the office of Ayubs Muslim League was attacked
and burnt  In Rawalpindi the entire population came out
onto the streets to link arms with the students %7 Clashes
cantmnued for over six hours At least two police-stations
were set on fire The army was called out to patrol the
railway station and some of the maim lines™*

The people of East Bengal could not remam sient
spectators to the students revolt . West Pakistan The
province which was treated by Ayub Khan as a colony of
‘West Pakistan had been on the boil for a long time Since
the establishment of Ayub Khans dictatorship mm 1958 the
Bengali people had been wirtually disenfranchi ed and the
masses were suffering from political repression and economic
exploitation from the thugs of West Pakistan who were bent
on keeping them under the worst type of subjugation in the
name of Islam and sohidamty of Pakistan The Bengall
students and workers had been the first to 1se agamnst the
military regime but they had been crushed and nobody in
‘West Palistan expressed any sympathy for them Their
Jeaders were bemg dubbed as traitors and the West Pakistant
Press hailed these accusattions  This had caused a sense of
frustration  'When the students revolted in Rawalpmdi the
students in East Pakistan did not take it seriously Later on
the siuatron changed and Bengal: students and their political
leaders started serious discussions to fall m line with thexr
compatriots in West Palustan  Towards the end of Novem-
ber 1965 a group of students murdered one Saeedur Rahman
who m order to terrorse the nationahist students of Dacca
Univetsity bad orgamsed the so called National Students
Federation This orgamsation was financed by Governor
Monem Khans admimstration  This ncident shattered th
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reactionary elements and created confidence among the
students opposed to the dictatorship 1% On December 6 1965
Maulana Bhasham addres ed a big public meeting attended
by thousands of students and workers He demanded provin-
cial autonomy and declared that the people would not be able
to achseve justice without a mass movement He gaye a call
for a general strike 1n Dacca for the following day In an
attempt to stop the stnike the Government promulgated
Section 144 but the students and workers defied the ban The
police and the Ea t Pakistan Rifles opened fire several times
A twenty eight years old worher Abdul Mund died and
more than twenty persons were wounded The same after-
noon Maulana Bhashani addres<ed another public meeting and
called for anotter general struke the following day and Ida
tig demon tration cutide the Government House His
irdictment of the regime was unambiguous and he called upon
the people to wage a relentless struggle agatnst oppression—
political and economic '* He called for a province wide
genera) stiihe on December 19 198 It was tn reahty the
climax of a movement which had started 1n 1943 and 1t burst
throughout the province Iike a river in spate  Avub chose
this partrcular moment to visit Dacca to cheer his henchmen
Hi visit was marked by hostile demonstrations and a general
<trike  While the demonstrators were asking for a free
tallot they were ansuered by police bullets At lase 1C00
persons throughout Eas Pakisan nere arrested  There more
clashes between the police and to. demonstra ors throughou
the province The police resorted to finng 1n Chirragong
11iling one and wounding more thin exelve persors 1 Ayub
left Dacea as he had come  skulking lice a whippud dog
1 1511 eresind to know th: onthe same day Ar Marshal
Acthar Rhan was erhunzsucally welcomed 171 Dicea
Address rg workers of the onnest on parties be warned
“Am poratle Lz of the Arred Forces to eru hthe , 2
nagas the Governmen wot'd crea 2 sefinus connquen
He o zed the Ar~ad Forces net totake roresnce s
st

t o

3
11 pol ses ehan neces ary
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Asghar Khan met Maulana Bhashani  On his return from
Fast Palustan Asghar Khan declared that the people of East
Palitan were real Pakistams and thev were very close
to the West

He pleaded for the formation of a untted front in the
coming presidential elections 15

The Amir of Jamaat Islami supported this proposal

Meanwhile m Rawalpinds a journalist Naeem Shahid was
shot and seriously wounded by Sher Bahadur a notorious
goonda and a known supporter of Ayub Khans regime

In protest the entire journalists went on a national strke on.
December 10 1968 In addition to this incident a particular
target of their protest was the recently promulgated Press
and Publicat ons Ordmance that had vested powersn the
Executive to force any nawspaper to submut its materal for
pre censorshup  This QOrdinance also gave authonry to
Distnict Magistrates to detam editors and others connected
with the profession under the Defence of Paki.tan Rulessf m
therr opmion the writings were found to be objectionable* ¢

In East Pakistan Maulana Bhashani organised peasants
demonstrations on December 29 1968 to observe a Peasants
Demand Cay

In the meantime opposition parties were struggling hard
to form a united front to fight the forthcoming elections
A sectzon of the Awam League led by Nawabzada Nasrullah
of Lahore left Shetkh Mupbur Rehmans Awami League to
form a splinter group This together with the Ccuncil
Muslim League Jammat Islami Nizam-1 Islami Party and
the National Democratic Front joined together to form the
Pakistan Democratic Movement The Awam League of
Sheikh Mupbur Rebman the National Awam Party led by
Maulana Bhashant and the pro Moscow National Awamt
Party led by Khan Wali Khan did not jomn this new Front
Similarly Bhuttos Peoples Party decided to maintamn its
separate entity  In January 1969 the leaders of the PDM
from West Pakistan came to Dacca to conduct negotrations
The Awam: League and the pro-Moscow Wing of the N A P.



164 THE SAGA OF BANGLA DESH

decded to jom them in opposttion to Ayub The new united
group was named the Democratic Action Committee (DA C)

Despite fundamental differences n therr outlook the
member-parties of the DA C agreed on a minumum pro-
gramme that compnsed the demand for a federal and patla
mentary form of government adult franchise relea e of all
political prisoners mcluding Muybur Rebman Bhutto Wali
Khan and Khan Abdue amad Khan

President Ayub Khan still was not in a mood to concede
the peoples demands On December 30 1908 while address-
1ng the representatives of the ruling Mushim League he said

Public demonstrations will never succeed 1n toppling my

Government and I warn the opposition that the collapse of
the pre<ent political system will lead to envil war 8

The students of Dacca formed an Action Commttee and
decided to yomn the other opposition forces n the country
and observed January 17 1969 1s 1 Demands Day A
Charter of Demands 1ssued by the Action Committee contamed
21 demands including the repeal of the Unnver 1ty Ordinance
restoration of pashamentary democracy on the bans of adule
franchise the establishment of 2 Federal structure with the
Federal Government to control only defence and currency
establi<h of a sub-federation consisang of Baluchistan
NWFP and Sind on the basis of 1 emal autonomy to each
umit nationalisation of the banking msurance and otter big
srdustrie  withdrawal from CENTO SEATO and the
Amerioan Ml ary Bloe and rel 1 e of all polrieal prisoners
ard devenus ' ¢

The ir ersity of the people s s rugs'e beganto worry the
Dictator  From Jarvary 17 19€9 ownwards tle rovemey
agans the Dictator cor rued to ga ber rmem roum ard
fierce rrees bavles had become the order cf theday On
Joruary 21 twersy percrs we e rored m Dacea ard
Rawsl» nds felloning £nim, by the pe' ce on ¢ ndent demoree
tra ovs agar~  the Ayub regmme '

Tre Times of Indiz tema ked  “The po'~ical swua ien
wgrades’y gemog oo of kand, The prerogumy ef the
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Provincial Assemblv in the wake of uproarous scenes n
the House has now been followed by street battles in Dacca
and other places Dusatisfaction has spread to the police
force and the Government has had to rely increasingly on
the para miltary East Pakistan Rifles for the maintenance
of order
The paper added
Attempts are urder way to forge clc er understanding
between Oppost 10n groups 1n the two wings of Pakistan.
For the first time top West Pakistani leaders like Awr Mar-
shal Asgbar Khan have comz out openly i support of
autonomy for Fast Pakistan In a recent speech the latter
asked the people of West Pabistan not to misconstrue the
struggle in the eastern wing as a prelude to secession  East
Pakistam: leaders also seem to be anxious to impress therr
counterparts 1n the western wing that they are not itchmg
for eparation Accordng to Shexkh Mupbur Rebman the
prncipal accused 1 the so called Agartala conspiracy case
he 1s ashing for maximum autonomy only to safeguard the
terntonal mtegrity of Palustan His basic demands as
outhned in kis book Friends Not Foes are that the eastern
wing shonld have a separate defence organssation and 1ts
own currency !°®
Whule the People s Party announc_d 1ts d cision to pur
up Bhutto as its candidate for the Pre d ntial election the
D A C decided to boycott the election as it had come to
the firm conclusion that it would be a rigged poll The
DAC decded tolaunch a campaign on February 12m
suppott of its demands
On January 30, Major General MS Jilam annocunced
hts decision to enter politics He expressed the hope thar
more retired geperals would come forward to jom the
Common mans struggle He said wisdom and states-
d ded that a dial be held with  true rep-
resentatrves  of the people lest bloody esents of the
French and Russian Revolutions overtake ug 1*
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Ayub Khan was stifl determined to crush his opponents
‘While Ius police was firmg a¢ demonstrators 1 both wmgs
of Pakistan tis son Gohar Ayub utsh ed goordas to terro-
e huis opponents m Karachs His cloe fnend Misa
Shamst opened fire on a crewd The demcnstrators
attacked and et fire to mere than a dozen Lucmess centres
More than 500 <hops and 200 houses were busrt, The Atmy
was called out in the Liqatabad and Golmar areas of
Karach:  After day-Jong claches the police made over 7(0
arrests  Frenzied mobs bumnt alne two supporters of the
regime The Niwat Waqt reported that wn Lahore the
police resorted toinhuman treatment of young men who
bad partscspated . anti Ayub demonstratsons  They were
made naked and beaten mn front of women., In Rawalpmnd:
a girl student Shamim Ghazala told a big audsence that the
Inspector Gernesal of Police had tried to molest her ¢

Ayub Khan resorted to another trick. He threatened to
rarce the Kashmir secue inthe UN Securty Coureil of
India did not agree to what he called meanmngful talks on
Kabmir  Simultanecu Iy he mstigated Pak-tramed Mizos
to cross into Tripura and attack Indas Central Reserve
Polce posts However they were repulsed with heavy
casualties **  The Dictator fatled to divert public attention
from its movement The Popular wotement agamst the
regune continued unabated In Lahore Karach: and Rawal
tind: tudents stopred cars kelonging to leadmng officets
pulled them out and forced them to shout ants Ayub slogans
In Lahore the In-pector General of Police was stripped of
s umform and forced to lead the demonstrators

The situatton had gone out of control  On February 1
Ayub hban made an announcement that he was prepared
to meet the pobtical leaders to dicuss Pakistans pohrcal
problems In a broadcast to the natton. be sad thethe
would not heswate to accept decisions that were the out-
come of mutual d onp Is which he fied
should be concerved m the large mnterests of the people™
But he quahfied the mnwtation to apply only to  responsible
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opposition parties  and msisted that no proposal fhou\u
damage the mtegrity and stability of the country 3 The
National Awamt Party rejected this myitation and said that
the peoples demands were not negottable and that there
s 1o scope for discussion with the present regime Asghar
Rhan coticised Ayub Khans statement and demanded
unconditional release of all poltical leaders The DAC
adopted a resolution to continue the struggle for the fulfil-
ment of its eight demands which included the hfung of
emergency telease of all political prisoners and enforcement
of democratic reforms 1n the country ®
yub Khan flew to Dacca to preside over the meeting of
the Working Committee of the Convention Mushm League
He was re elected President of the League. The city how-
ever observed a complete strike as a mark of resentment
agamst s regime  Stoling students took out processions
1 Dacca and other places i East Pakistan At Tangail 60
miles south east of Dacca demonstrators attacked govern-
ment buildings  The police fired on them, wounding more
than a dozen percons
Ayub Khan started negotiations with West Pakistam
leadersof the DAC He promised to release Wali Khan
and Bhutto but he was not prepared to withdraw the Agas-
tala Conspiracy Case against Mujibur Rehman whom how-
ever he was willing to release on parole This was a clever
moveto create a nft among the East and West At the
same time he was i regular consultations with the Army
and there are reasons to beheve that he was TesOrting to a
political mtnigue The Army itself was involved in the
talks with some of the poliical leaders belongmg to the
reactionary groups Inthe first week of February according
10 some cvil servants  the Army was preparmg to impo e
Martial Law and salyage Ayub The date had been fixed and
the relevant Martial Law regulations printed but at the last

mimute the situation in East Pakistan forced the Army to
change 1ts mind 164
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Mr Mol ammad Munir former Chuf Justice of Pakstan
and former Law Mims er m Ayub hhan s Cabunet wnting
i the Pakisean Times warned that  untest 1n Pakistan is fast
doveloping rowards o fullscal. revolu jon He warned
that tt e army might have to step 1n if the sitvation detetora-
ted  The upheasal m Pakistan he sud  was not the work
of pohticians bur was cawed by widespread discontent aver
syub Rhans scven year old Constitution and the indirect
<sstem of eleetions The National Assembly Munir pro-
ro od <hould be grven on. year s extension to evolve a new
Constitution  Until elections could be held under the new
system the President could continue 1n office.

Ant1 Ayub agiation continued unabated In Dacca
mote than 12000 women defied the prohibitory orders and
1 eld demonstrations  The offices of the two pro Government
datlies The Mommng Nens and The Pakistan were burnt
In Lahore and Rawalpind: offices of the Daily Kohistan
were sumilarly attacked and burnt ¥ In the changed pobt:
cal situatton the sem: official Dawn and Mashniq turned to
Le the supporterss of the opposition demands

On February 15 Sergent Zahural Huq a2 Bengalt soldier
arrested mn cc with the Iled Agartala C y
Case died from builet wounds The authorities sard ¢hat
he was trymg to escape but the prisoners said that he was

hot dead m cold blood The newsspread Itke wild fire m
Dacca Thousands of students ruwhed to attack police-
stations Maulana Bhasham called 2 dol meetmg
for Feburary 16 He deliered a fiery speech ending with
the call Bangla Jago agun Jalo ( Bengalis awake and
Light the fire ) 1%

Within 2 few mmutes angry crowds started attaching
and burning public property and residences of the supporters
of Ayub Khan The new headquarters of the ruling Muslm
League was rated to the ground. The residence of the
provinctal minister Nawab of Ha<an Askari as well as that
of the Central Information Minister khwaja Shahabuddin
was <et on fire The Atmy bad to te called cut to restore
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order The next day the state of emergency was wirhdrawn
and Bhutto Wali Khan Samad Khan ard other political
prisoners were released However wiolent demonstrations
continued on that day On February 18 a Professor of
Ragshaht  Umversity was Mlled by a sohder during a
demonstration This enraged the people The students and
workers decided to defy the curfew order Thou ands of
university students mdustrial workers and slum-dwellers
held a historic demonstration  They ra1ed slogans against
Army Dacea became a mass of woving people In many
cases Army officers ran away to ave thew hves It wasan
open rebellion The railway workers sabotaged railway
lines to hamper Army movement Many of them were shot
downin cold blood It seemed that the whole ity had
become a battle ground Human blood was flowing everv-
where and the Army was mdulging in the worst kind of
butchery Unarmed workers and shum-dwellers without
any leader hip whatscever were defymg the savagery of the
colonmal army A few journalists who sneaked away saw
for themselves the bodies of dead workers and peasants
bemng carried away and olders cleansing the streets of
blood ¥ According to unofficial estimates over a bundred
people were killed on that fateful night
Had there been any organised revolutionary mosemene
it would have been easy to seize power and establLy 4
revolutionary council to wrest independence from ¢t »
colontal rulers but the leaders mcluding Maulana Bh+ 455
had never thought over this questton They were zzesesre
and nothng more Thouth they clam themselres ¢ 3o
revolutionary leaders and eshort the peopletors,.» .z et
the oppres ors they never thought that n the rrrdsey “csld
revolution cannot come without the use of arm rrelly
when the rulers have no faith mn the concep 191 64 gl amen.
tary democracy ‘The cwvil admimstration yn ¥, , DPakyes,
had keen paralysed The people had o Aupar
the Army was notma position to Tien 19 revole aul
control ¢hy Srovrce &5
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the liadars had no courage to proclaim the estallishment
of an Independent State of East Bengal
It s eaid thar the General Commanding Officer of che
Dacca Garnson sent o sery distressing repcrt to the Com~
mandcr iy Chsef in Islamabad  Ayub v reported to have
] the three Ci ders 1n Chief of the armed
forces He wanted to 1mpose Mattial Law throughout the
country but General Yahya Khan refuced pomnt blank  He
had recened a report from hts men in Dacea which suggested
that sf Martial Law was imposed they mught be able to
contamn Dacca but could not give any assurance for the rest

of Pakistan  The officers Yahya had consulted told hum that
they aere not opposed to Martial Law to save the country

but that it would have to be 2 Martial Law without Ayub
Yahy advised Ayub to accept all the conditions of the poli
tical Jeaders of the DA C and then wihdraw from polt
tics 1
Whatever the facts about these reports one thing was
cercain  The situation had gone out of control  The Army
was not in a posttion to keep East Paksstan under 1ts hrel—
at a time when the situation ;n West Pakistan had already
deterjorated It 1s difficult to say whether Ayub Khan had
now changed his mind and he was actaully prepard to restore
democracy or whether he resumed political negotiations
only to give time to the Army to prepare 1tself to take over
chatge of the Government It 1s suspected that he had decided
to play a double game While he planned to weaken the
opposition by jomning hands with the reactionares ke was
also prepared to 1mpose Martzal Law and hand over the
admmstretion of the country to Yahya Khan

In a broadcast to the nation the Dictator indicated that
he was willing to make some changes and five Eact Pakistan
a greater share i the Government of the country He noted
that the people of East Pakistan had a feeltng that they
did not have the same measure of partictpation n the
Government of the country as the people of the western
wing He further promsed that the Contitutiop would be
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.amended m accordance with the changing needs and require-
ments ¥
Nobody n Ea t Palustan welcomed his statement On
the othet hand thirty-seven members of his party 1ssued a
statement blaming the East Pakistan Governor Abdul
Monem Khan for the bloodshed
Violent demonstrations were still bemg held throughout
East Pakistan  In Khulpa nine persons were killed 1 2 clash
with the police  The Action Commuttee of East Pakistan
students asked all Bengalt members of the State as well as the
National Assembly and Basic Democractes to resign  In
Rajshaly Mr Shamsuzeba Proctor of the University was
among several per-ons who were killed as a result of police
fiung  An angry crowd beat to death the Chairman of the
Baste Democracy Bheramara outside his house  In Kbulna a
20C00 strong crowd set fire to the house of the Communi-
cations Minsstes Khan Sabur  Three persons were kalled by
police finng and a policeman was beaten to death by the
mob In Dacca a mob attacked the building of the US
Consulate and wrecked the office of the Japan Airhnes The
civil admnistration was completely paralysed 1n Dacca and
many other places m East Pakistan Faced with this sitna-
tion Ayub Khan ytelded to the oppostion with the announ-
cement on February 21 that he would not seek re-election
when his term expired  this year end  Inan unscheduled
radio braadeast he saxd  This decision 1s final and srrey oka-
ble  He told his countrymen that they would be free to
elect any per on of their choice He sad that Pakssran wa.
passing through a  very cntical period In an obwious
teference to the mountiry pcpular opposion to his Tegime
leading to mass demonstrations police finng and calling of
the Army 1 various cities he <axd  Things have reached the
height of madne s He said  he could not tolerate that
secunity of Pakistan should be endangered
Ayub Khan said be knew some people were di satisfiad
with the pre.ent s3 tem They wanted to choo e their re-
Pte entatives in & more direct manner on the ba s of adult
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franchis.  He also realised that the ntelligentsia felt that
they were no having o proper share in the adminstration

The people of Paluistan  he admitted  feel that they

arc not real partmers in the admimistration and i different

spheres of life Some people complain that the Assemblies
are not hatuing suffictent powers It was to remove
the grievances of the people that he had called a meeting
with the opposition patties and mdependent leaders  In
this cntical hour  he said 1t 15 our duty to find a way
of the Constitutional impass and other problems He
said he was trymng to remove obstacles so that all political

parties and leaders could particspate 170

The next day Ayub Khan announced the withdrawal of
the 1nf; Agartala C y Case Munk Rehman
and all the other accused 1n this case were released uncon-
ditionally Later on the Baluch leader khan Abdus Samad
Khan and Baght Baluch along with the Sindht leader GM
Syed were also released. Bhutto and Walt Khan had already
been released on February 11

It was the Army which brought about this change An
official spokestman told Selig Harrison  special correspondent
of The Washtngton Post that the Army Chief General Yahya
Khan the Air Force Chief Noor Khan and the Navy Chief
Admiral SM Ahson had made unscheduled vistts to Islamabad
the day before Ayub announced his decision Harnson quoted
informed sources as saying that the Chiefs of the armed forces
were reluctant to give Ayub assurances of support if he felt
compelled to resort to Martial Law 1 According to another
reliable version the President twas forced toissue this state-
ment because a powerful section of the Army had threatened
to stage a coup agamnst hum '

On February 24 the Financial Times of London revealed
that during the recent disturbances mn Karachi junior Army
officers refused to fire onthe demonstrators Some of these
officers were bemng court martialled

It 1s difficult to explain the motwes behind Bhutto and
Bhasham s refusal to attend the proposed Round Table Con~
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ference It 1s similarly difficult to understand the siolent
actiuities of the Jammaat Islam and the supporters of Ayub
Khan Bhutto demanded Ayub Khans immediate resignation
At the same time he started an ant: India propaganda
campai¢en On February 21 he told the Fiancial Tymes
Cotrespondent that he would raise a people s militta to what
he called remst Indian aggression He was speaking as
1f he was gomg to be nommated President of Pakistan m
place of Ayub hhan He said that my Government would
Tiberate Kashmur In order to get East Pakistans support in
the crusade for Kashmur my Government would rase the
Farakka barrage question Earlter Maulana Bhashant
demanded the inclusion of Assam m East Pakistan. He
advocated a struggle for liberation of Assam il it became
a part of Palustan He disclo ed that he had discussed the
que tion of A am 1 detail with Phizo the rebel Naga leader
mLlcnlonm 1966 Th2 Maulana added We both wept
over he fate that befell Acsam after partition*” It 1s not
clear whether Bhutto and Bhasham had entered mnto a
conspiracy with a powerful section of the Army leaders to
forestall the establishment of the parllamentary sy tem of
government of whether they were u t indulging i cheap
political stunt. However 1t was clear that the Army was
Tot prepared to forgo 1ts domnent position and to be govern-
ed by the politicians  Army leaders were alsa nat prepared
to allow politicians to change the social structure of the
country In cae Maulana Bhasham was not playmg nto
the hands of these army leaders he mught have thought that
now was the tyme to establish a Commumst State of Maos
conceptron mn East Pakistan Probably the Army leaders
allowed the sitvation to deteriorate to further their own mte-
reste It 1s signaficant to note that during the months of
February and Marxch Radio Pakistan was allowed to relay
extensive repotts of riots and fiery speeches of left-wing
leaders including Bhutto
A Bntish jourpalist wntmg from Rawalpindi revealed that
while hints 1n Islamabad were dropping that the
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Pre wdent might even set up a nartonal coalitan of all pasties.
for the change over after bim  Fast Pakistami students who
speasheaded the movement agamst the regume regrouped
themselves around two demands Ayubs mmediate retice-
ment and the resignation by all members of the National
Assembly To destroy the system of basic democracies
Ayub set up the Students Action Commuttee sn an ultma
tum issued at a relly of 100000 students at Dacca on Feb~
raary 23 members of the National Assembly and the 120000
basic democrats—the electoral college of village Coancd
chiefs who elect the Pressdents—were told to resign by
March 3 or face the consequences The warmng followed
on systematic attacks on the property and lives of Cabmet
Mnsters Distrzcr Commissioners and the lower hierarchy
of the regime 1 the rural areas of East Pakistan g

The ultimatum has already brought terror to the hearts
of Precident Ayub s supporters who are now the target of
mob action The first indication of the new tum in 16
weeks of revolt came last week when the Chaitman of the
Bastc Democratics Counctl i hushtia a small town i East
Pakistan was beaten to death by a mob

Led by students a crowd of townsmen surrounded the
victim and demanded bts ve sgnation  In an attempt to save
hus faguly the Council chief fired at the mob muung tso
students
Advancing on the weepmg family the mob burmed the
house to the ground and beat the village charrman to death.

The story spread quickly and reports of the resignations
of basic democrats are commng from all oter the country
In the ar on ard lootng East Pakistan last week the
residences of two Cabinet Minisers and three Provincil
Muns ers were burnr down

Wares of Bengalis attacked ssolated police srattons and
dismict owpests kalling officials and unpopular police officers
More than 20 sudents and demonsera ors los their ines m

seven dave
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An explosive 1ssue facing President Ayub Khan and also
the opposition leaders of West Pakistan was the student
demand for a new Constitution which would concede ab-
solute autonomy to East Pakistan '

It may be recalled that Maulana Bhasham whose sup-
porters mndulged i lawlessness had been a staunch sup-
porter of Ayub Khan for a number of years The Maulana
clamed that he hmmself had brought about a elose under-
<tanding between Pakistan and China  In the imtial stages
he refused to support opposition parties against Ayub Khan
but now he had changed altogether Probably he thought
that now was the time to establish 2 commumst state of
Mao s conception i East Pahistan

The Round Table Conference convened by Ayub Khan
was held on February 26 1969 n the mudst ofa rapidly
deteriorating situatton  Muyib and  Asghar Khan along with
leaders of the Democratic Action Committee attended the
Conf After prel ry d the Conference
was postponed to March 10 Bhutto and Bhashan rexused
to attend the Conference Thetwo leaders demanded to
mmediate stepdown of Ayub Khan Bhasham said on
February 24 that unless the Government agreed to the

demands of the Students Action Commuttee a countrywide
cwil disobedience movement would be started In addition
to autonomy for East Pakistan he demanded nationalsation
of industries and withdrawal from milttary pacts wih the
West

It seemed that Ayub Khan himself wanted to create chaos
On the one hand his supporters attempted to orgamse
public meetings 1n Rawalpind: Lahore and Sukhar and on
the other Jamat Islam: decided m fight agamst the supporters
of Bhutto and Bhash M Maudood: and Maul
Ahtshamul Haque Thanwi addressed big gathenings m
Karach1 Labore and Multan condemning socialism and its
supporters—Bhutto and Bhashani Thanw: said that anti-
Islamic elements financed by foreign powers were rang
their heads to wipe out Islam from Pakistan People would
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not tolerate them but would save Pakistan st all cost?® Ot
March 4 followers of the Jamat Islami attacked a students
procession it Lvallpur  On March 7 supporters of Ayub
Khan orgamsed 2 procession i Rawalpmdr They ramed
slogans agamst soctalism It sard that an armed group came
out of the residence of the Muslim League leader Raja Allah
Dad Khan and attacked Ayub Khans apponents® In
Nawab Shab supporters of Bhirro and Maudood: clished
Jamaat Islams s followers attacked and ransacked the offices
of Bhuttos Peoples Party and a book-stall Jamaats
followers raised slogans agamst Blmtto on his armmalin
Bahawalpus on March 6 The latters supporters attacked
them woundng Dr Abdul Halim a worker of the Jamaat
Followers of the two groups clashed m Lahore on severa)
occasions  On March 9 Bhasham  addressed a lareely
attended meeting :mn Lahore It 15 said that the Jamaacs
supporters threw brickbats onthe audience In retaliation
Bhasham s followers attacked the office of the Jamast ran
sacked it and set fire to furmiture and book.  Maudood:
sssued a statement accusmng the folfowers of Bbasham for
burning the Holy Book  He announced that public mee mgs
throughout the country would be held to condemn Bhadram
Bhashans demied the allegation and sard thae the leaders of
the Jamaae I<lamn had entered mto a dangerous consprracy
with the Government to repeat the tragic deama of Indonesia
in Pakistan.  He «<aid that he would not submut to suolence
He was prepared for & cndd war and would retaliaee with
violence agamst violence’? The nexe day of the Jamas
supporters attacked to Peoples Farty office in Molan nd
ranzacked o <hop owned by the Secretary of the Naucnal
AwzouPaxty  Oo Mareh 10 the Depuy Commusyoner of
Mymensmgh (E- Pakeran) tevealed tha tnruly mobs bume
aline 21 persons in the Jamalpur sub-duiuon and ranwacked
and b, a rumber of bouses* ¥ The Awar M a7 remored
on Mareh 12, thar BRashaus followers burr 473 touses 1
Rajashans (E- Pakiran) Tre same parer repored on
Maech 19 the  lawles 2ess precated ;v Packa ;ourn B
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Pakistan where unruly elements had burnt more than 1000
houses It was reported that 200 persons were wounded
as a result of the clashes between the two groups The Army
was called out to restore lawn and order The Daily Kohistan
of Lahore of March 7 reported large scale evictions of non
Sindhi tenants in the erstwhile province of Sind

On March 18 the Governor of East Pakistan Monem
Khan left Dacca on two months leave' It was réported
that a mob tried to kil lum  His hfe was saved with the
help of a Hindu servant He reached Karacht on March 19
after leaving everything at Dacca

On March 11 Air Marshal Asghir Khan issued a lengthy
statement accusing the Government machinery of fomunting
r10ts to sabotage the Round Table Conference He said

Hired goondas of the ruling patty are bent upon creat-

mg trouble Large sumsof money collected from g

capitalists are being utilsed to foment mots Hired

goondas from rural areas have been brought in Karachi
and other cities  These elements are tesponsible for
trouble that broke out 1n Karacht '°

The Defence Minister Vice Admiral AR Khan refuted
this allegation and aid that Asghar khan had levelled those
charges at the mstance of foreign elements %

In the meantime the Post and Telegraph and Karach:
Port employees resorted to an indefimte strike Supporters
of Bhashamt killed five persons in Jamalpur (E Pakistan)—
two of them burned to death and one hacked to pieces The
Pakistan1 Press reported the establishment of peoples
courts 1n rural areas of East Pakistan which tried and
ordered persons accused of smuggling to be hanged A
number of local officials were lynched m different places of
the province **

Labour unrest gripped West Palistan In Karach
Lahore Lyallpur and other places industrial trading estates
cotton mills and other factories were paralysed followmng a
rampage of looting and arson by stuling workers **
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Khan lynched more suspects mm an orgy of lootng and
arson.

After discussions which went on for four days Ayub
Khan accepted the opposition demands for direct elections
under umwversal adult franchise and for return to the parlia~
mentary system **

Addressing the Round Table Conference on March13
Avub Khan noted that there was a consensus on the 1ssues
of direct elections and parhamentary form of Government
The first point was specific and could be put before the
National Assembly but the second was not specific enough
to be mcorporated in a Bill

He said that he had only one aim before him— to estab
lish a tradition for the transfer of power m a peaceful and
constitutional manner He however made no mention of
a date for elections

According to the As ociated Press despatch Ayub khan
told the Conference The agitatton which started last
N t d prop and posed a threat
to the hfe liberty and property of citizens and the secunty
of the country -

On his decision to step down he said I made thss ann-
ouncement after deep thought m the hope that this would
vemore all doubts and musgwings from the munds of the
Oppositton leaders

Ayub Klan sard that under the 1962 Constitution a
great deal of progress was made by the country mn all spheres
and Pakistan enjoyed pohtical stability and a tremendous
amount of prestige throughout the world

Expressing the need for caution m the days ahead he
said it was proper for us to wait till the will of the people
1s ascertamed before domg anything which 1n a calmer
pohitical chmate might appear to amount to weakening of
Pakistan

Headded  The prevailing law and order situation mn
the country should be a matter of concern to all of us Forces
which have been let Joose must be brought to bay A whole
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wducatingsl year hat been lae Demande are maunsng
fremrall scdes  Teomomic Be i coming tostandssl!  Indus
teaal peoductian hat recesved & tovere sechack ™

Sigraficantly be warned that if tha stave of affams conts
mied revpect for arhorey and the fabee of w would be
gravely endangered.

fmmedutely aftee this announcement the Ease Pskustan
teader Sherkh Muphar Rehan announced bt weldranal
from the Democratic Action Commaetee and said that bis
rarty would contmue sgranon for the peoples demand
Hus colleapues from Fat Pakivan  Nprul Amin and former
Chief fuuice S M Munhud sad thar Ayub b han had taken
awy with one hand what he Iad goven weh the other They
sad that the Conference should have sobved the questian of
prasincut autonomy  The Natwonal Awam Party leader,
Wale Khan wlule batling Ayub Khan s acceptance of the
tw o demands ns hisrorie sasd that che abeence of any decision
on the question of cegronal cutonomy and the brezk up of
one pmt of West Pakistin would lead ro stifl greater hatred
and the consequinces would I cery arous Punjabe
feaders like Daultany Moharmmed Al and Jimeat Islanu s
{cader Maulans Maudoods felt that Ayub Rhan s announce
ment wonld help restore democracy 3%

On March 15 Radio Australiz quoting an afficial report
released in Daces seported sioting and kifhing having rea
ched rew proportions 1n East Pakistan despite Ayab hbans
promise to restote parlamentaty system i the country
According to this report 167 persons including pro Govern
ment politrcians had been falfed and 10000 houses burnt m
the mssive cutbreak of volence m East Pakistan

The racio quo ed news agency of mutilation and burning
of pro Government citizens wd looting of gram and food
stores following short ges caused by the widespread dis
tusbances ahich crippled the distnbution system  Govern
ment Councils were losing control throughout the province
and were temg replaced by people s courts formed by Lef
tit pohtician  The report further revealed Fumous cronds
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have been attackmng the houses of willage chuefs and civil
leaders Eight persons were lynched by what was described
as a dehmous crowd at Madampur Therr bodies were
thrown mto thewr flammg houses Two others had their
throats cut  Some 221 houses were reported to have been
set on fire at Jamalpur and 225 at Manikgan) Their mbabi
tants were meassacred by a raging crowd  Travellers from
Dacea say that the student leader T Ahmad was now known
as the new governor 1*

In West Pakistan the followers of the Jamaat Islami
wete determined to crack down the militant left wing On
March 14 the Jammat s militants clashed with leftist student
groups 1n scattered mcidents At Peshawar they clashed
with the supporters of Bhasham: and Bbutto Two
pistol shots were fired at a pubhc meeting In Karachi
some 3 000 fanatics demonstrated agamnst the alleged burning
of the Holy Book m Lahore by left wingers In a tense
at here Maulana Maudood: called the farthful to ‘silence
the tongue that utters the word socialism  He called on the
party to oust leftists from every locality 1%

The leader of the Awami League Sheikh Munbur Rehman
received a tumultuous welcome on his return to Dacca and
soon after launched hys first public attack on Bhashami He
told a press conference that Bha han: should retire  He s
already 86

Speaking to a gathermg at his house tn Dacca Shiekh

Mupbur Rehman said that lus party members mn the

National  Assembly would support President Ayubs

two proposals for direct elections on basis of adult fran-

chise and parhimentaty system of government for the
country They would also put forth amendments to the

Constitution 1 accordance with the six pomnts of the

party as al o the eleven pomnts put forward by the All-

Party Students Commuttee according to a Radio Pakistan

report

He said if all the Jeaders of the DAC had supported his
party s demands at the RTC, President Avub would hase
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been left with no other alternative but to accept the
demands
The Sheikh reiterated his demand for provincial auto
nomy and breaking of the one unit He said the struggle
for getting his party s six pomnt programme as also students
eleven pomnt pri would ma ful and
constrtutional manner
On March 16 the Pakistan: press reported an alleged
attempt to murder Bhashant According to Nawa 1 Wagt
he was attached by four young men at Sahiwal 40 kilometers
east of Rawalpindi He recetved mjuries on the hand and
neck  On arnval in Karachs Bhashamu accused supporters
of Jamaat Islami of trymg to kdl him and called them stoo-
ges of Amencan mmperalism Bhashanis supporters
chanted death to Maudood: Both Bhasham and Bhutto
said they had received letters threatening them with death
Bhutto said Such threats would not succeed i intimidat
mg the Maulana and me for we are ready to gne the
last drop of our blood for the glory of Pakistan and poor
people  Bhashamitold a crowd The United States and
Brtam are not frends of Pakistan Its true friends were
China Indones:a Iran Turkey Saud: Arabia and Jordan
who had helped the nation m the 1965 war with India  He
added that 700 had died in the four month old unrest in East
Pakistan but we do not mund sacrficing two million m
order to throw off the yoke of unperialism 1©
Inorderto avord another crsis the Defence and Home
Minister promised suitable measures to protect life against
violnce Wiile deplonng  the attack on Bhashan: by
unknown persons he said political differences would not
be allowed to be settled through violence Radio Pakistan
quoted a Government statem-nt sssued 1n Lahore regretuing
the meident and saying that the Maulana wasa national
Jeader and was respected by the people 10
On the same day three sigruficant developments took
place. Workers n West Pakistan called of a general strike
on March 17 to back heir demands for hugher wages and the
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All Pacty Students Action Committee called for a general
strike 1 East Pakistan to support its 11-point demand. Ayub
Khan removed General Mohammed Musa from the Governor-
ship of the West Pakistan and appomted Yusuf Haroon a
big industrialist n his place  On March 21 Ayub hhan
appomted M N Huda Governor of Hast Pakistan.

Simultaneously with the appomrment of the new Governor
of West Pakistan the PTI reported the news of troop move-
ments from West Pakistan to East Pakistan m o bid to
suppress the puople s revolt there 0

OnMarch 22 three persons wete killed and four wounded
by gun shot< 1 a clash that took place in Karach: between
supporters and opponents of Ayub Khan Radio Pakistan
teported that the situation in East Pakistan was alarmimgly
sertous  In an Urdu broadcast the Radro caid  The distur-
bances especially in East Pakistan are dealing a serious blow
to the economy of the country In both the wings of Pakistan
1t has taken the shape of an epidemic which has greatly
harmed the country  The Radio quoted an opposttion leader
nssaymg that some people had started transferring their
accounts to foreign countries 1¥*

Meanwhile Shetkh Munbur Rehman  addressing a huge
rally at Adampnagar ( Dacca ) said that he would continue
the movement for full autonomy to East Pakistan Onthe
other hand Bhasharu told his followers that the United States
had spent Rs 70 crores mone monthm hring anti social
elements to sabotage the people s movement 1n Pakistan He
clarmed to have posttive proof of this According to teports
released by the French News Agency ( AFP) Bhashant
threatened to take over all mills if workers demands inclu-
dmng free education free medical aid accommodation ety
allowance and mimmum salary of Rs. 150 a month were not
met within two months

The US Embassy v Rawalpind: refuted Bhashams
allegations and sa:d such charges had absolutely no basss m
fact and were totally icresponsible, On March 24 the State
Department s offictals said mm Washington that the U ~
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Ambassador in Pakistan had been authorsed to evacuaté
Amencans hving in East Pakastan if they are endangered
by growing  mob violence

The BBC reported total collapse of law and order in
East Pakistan and said that the situation there was developing
mto an Indenesian type of struggle between Communism
and Islun and the people of thit province had made the
suppotters of Ayub Khan their targets of violence

On March 25 when the New Gorernors of [West and East
Palkistan nere going to call leaders for consul
Radio Pakistan annonced that Pakistan s soldier-President
Fuid Marshal Mohammed Asub Knan 61 stepped domn
and handed over power to the Army Commandar 1 Chief
General Y ayha Khan

The 52 3ear old General immediately pro laimed martial
law throughout the country

Assunung charge as the Chief Mart al Las Admustrator
Gen Yahya Khan ordered the dissolution of the Natwonal and
Provinctal Assemblies and placed the twe wings of the
country under the charge of tno Admmstrators—Lt Gen
Mohammed Atigur Rahman for 1West FPakistan and May
Gen  Muzaffaruddm for the Eastern province

Anvub Khan who announced the handing over of poscr to
the military in the unscheduled broadcast later yelinqusshed
charge and proceeded on three months leave

Altbough reople were told that Ayub Khan would <tay
at the Presidents s Hou e i Rawalpird General Yahya hhan
atoh bed the cff ce of Preudent and di olved the Central
and Provincial Cabivers

History repeated st_elf on March 31 when General Yahya
Rhan the Chief Martial Law Administrator appomnted hur self
Pre wdent but there was or¢ difference  Afrer bemg rade
Martial Law Admimnistrator Gen,  Ayub Rhan had wated
for nmeteen days tefore he overthrew President Iskander
Msrza and assumed the Presidency Gen  Yahya hhan
warted for six days only
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‘Three days after the bloodless coup of Qctober 1958
Gen AyubKhan had sad  He (Mirza) had vague 1deas
f have definite ideas I say that what we are practising is
also democracy

When Gen Ayub Khan handed over power to Gen
Yahya Khan Radio Pakistan had reported that the Presi-
dent was going on three months  lease but now it was made
clear that he had resigned on March 25 Dejected and sad
he left Rawalpmdi to settle n Swat a small townstup 30
miyles north of Rawalpindi  Two of his daughters lived there
who were married in the family of the ruler of Swat

Earler, on March 31 Vice Admiral Syed Mohammed
Absan Palastans No 2 Martial Law Admimstrator said m
‘Washmgton that the new Government would be caretaker
and guardian for a very short time with hopes of holding
Presidentsal elections in January next  He said

Our amm 13to provide the necessary enwvironment for
the framirg of a new Constitution as early as possble and
for the transfer of power tothe elected representatives of
the people

Under the caption Ayub Goes The Indian Express
sad  President Ayub Khans decision to hand over power
to the armed forces 1s hus parting kick to the politictans who
after having compelled him to agree to the restoration of
patliamentary d y were d ding his di
resignation and the formation of a National Governme
The despatch of two shiploads of tanks to East Pakist
some days ago suggests that the destcion to impose mart
law throughout the country might have been taken at t}
time though the appointment of new Governors in West a
East Palistan within the last few days would gwe 1
impression that 1t 1s a sudden decision forced hy the sprea
mguave of viwlence which the cwil authonties were nor
able to control ‘What has happened 15 not progress
towards democracy but a throw-back to 1958 when the then
Government was dismissed and General Ayub Khan assumed
power as Martial Law Adminsstrator
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The Hindustan Times wrote ‘There can be np two
opinions that the Aty stself has stepped in at an waptop
tious moment. In 19581 entered the pohtical arena asa
saviour to create  political revolution  Today 1t has lntle
popular backing and has intervened to arrest a revolation.”

Under the caption No cure  The Times of India
ponted out  There 1sno pomt 1 looking for a parallel
between the crcumstances it which Prendent Ayub Khan
seizd power in 1958 and those m which he has beun forced
to rebnquish ait.  The «ituation today 13 akiogether far more
difficule and far more explosne. As m 1958 mastal Jaw
has been proclumed throughout the country But unwke
then not many today look upon the armed forces as savi
ours. The imposetion of marteal law  whiek will b largely

d red bs men bel # to West Paksstan wndl not
only ke p alu e but further accentua ¢ the Feeling of aluna
tion i East Pabistan  The fissures nthe body pobitsc of
the country can no long r be warhid auiy Nor ¢ena
strong Centre be buslt so fong as one half of the coumtry s
not prepared 1o concede a3 nightful due 1o the other The
most omimous sympton of the malatw thar has overtaken
Palistan s not the breakdosm of law and order but the
unwilimgness of sny party o Wet Pakeean  however
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since the East contributes 60 per cent of a defence budget
only 10 per cent of which 1s spent in the area General
Yahya s first need will be to enlist the support of as many
politictans ashe can while neutralismg the rest. In East
Pakistan Sheikh Mupbur Rehman the Right-wing leader
has shown signs of readmness to rally to a reform-minded
regme On the left Mr Bhutto s socialism may well have
atnge of opportunism n 1t given a chance of power later
he should co operate with an mtenim regime The veteran
Maoist in the East Maulana Bhashana  will present a more
difficult problem  But if reforms were seen to be immiment
and backed ~with firmness the appeal of lawlessness may
fimsh. A reformist regime rather than a revolutionary
one 15 what Pakistan needs

One thing 1s clear Pakistans military rulers could not
tolerate the bility of handing over the ration to
the truly elected representatives of the people. They knew
that 1n any form of democratic set up the Bengalis would rule
over the country by dint of thesr majorty in the overall
population of Palustan  The Bengalis would enforce provin-
cial regional autonomy which would reduce the Armys
dommant postion in the admimstration The ruling
group therefore tried to create dissensions among the
opposition to 1solate the Bengalt leadership by allowing the
situation m East Pakistan to deteriorate and thus mject
hatred against them mn the minds of West Pakistans people
Even at time when Ayub Khan posed as if he wanted peaceful
settlement of the political ¢nisis the Government controlled
Press n Pakistan started ant: India propaganda A typical
case of this masterly diversion was a news published in the
semt1 official paper Pakistan Tymes on March 11 The report
spoke darkly of alleged Indian infilteration in East Pakistan

Guns were also sold to the province the report samd

adding that the President had made this reference at the
Round Table Conference

Awami League leader Mupbur Rehman promptly des
cribed this story as baseless and misleading  Awam: League
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orfan Daily Ittefag denounced in these terms

We have witnessed this game during the last 21 years
Wheneyer the people of East Pakistan started a mavement
to achueve their mights the vested interests and their media
have always discovered the existence of Indian agents m 1t

They discovered Indian money assistance and support
1n the Ianguage movement in the demand for regional auto
nomy and even 1n the historic 6-point movement

In the second week of March 1969 the Pab stan Obserser
of Dacea published the details of destructions of an agncul
tural farm in East Pakistan It revealed that the Chmrman
of the locat Basic D y umt d some el
who indulged in de truction The culpmt was a staunch
supporter of Ayub Khan %

It was the repetition of an old drama Jn 1954 the West
Pakistaru Jeaders organsed antt Abmad) riots i West
Pumab and the Pumjabi Governor General dismissed the
Bengah Prime M Khwaya N: ddm m order to
deprive the Bengalis from enjoying thesr democratie right
to rule the country In 1956 another Bengali Prime Mins
ter Suhrawardy was dismissed to prepare the ground for
dealing a mortal blow to democracy In 1958 when the
Bengalis expected to gamn pohtical nghes through general
elections Ayub Khan established his mulitary rule over the
country and now a new West Pakistam ruler appeared on
the political scene to perpetuate colomalism
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cal pasties which had threatened Ius regme He dd
succeed m this to some extent as the conservattve Puniabi
leaders had started prasmg him towards the end for his
patriottsm and statesmanship  But by then 1t had become
apparent that the people of Pakistan were determined ta
throw off the yohe of Punjabi dommation and get full
regional qutonomy Shetkh Mupbur Rehman refused to
water down hus demands despite the temphng possibiity of
s becoming the first Priume Mimster 1n the post-Ayub
period The utuation hid worsened to such an extent that
the ght—wm" parttes of West Pakistan had even become
dougtfd of gettmg the required majonty i the National
Assembly for cheu proposed amendments to the Constitu-
tion It was pe:haps at this stage that Ayub hhan decided
to retrieve the situation by declarng martial law mn the
country This could be done only by handing over power to
Gen Yahya Khan The two leaders kept their decision a
well guarded secret  the appomtment of new Governors was
also a ru e to keep the people mn the dark  The only mdica-
tion of the coming event was the sending of two shiploads of
army umts to East Pakitan Martial law 15 therefore
megiit mainly for the people of the eastern wing who have
never been an:msted by the military rulers with economic and
pohitrcal power *

The new Dictator patd 1ich tributes to Ayub Khan He
endorsed his views whenhesaid  Freld Marshal Mohammed
Ayub Khan took all possible steps mn the past few weeks to
come to sdme arrangement whereby the peaceful and constt
tutional transfer of power could take place  Unfortunately
hus efforts did not succeed He therefore called upon me
to carry out my prime duty of protecting the country from
utter destruction

He told tus countrymen that he had no ambition other
than the creation of conditions conducnie to the estab-
hshment of 2 Constitutional Government He added  Jt
1s my firm belief that a sound clean and honest admistration
is the pre requisite for sane and constructive pohtical hte
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and for the smooth tramofer of power to the representatives
of the people elected freely and impartially on the bass of
adult feanchire It wall ke the task of the elected represen
ta nnes to gine the counry 2 workable constitueion and find
& solu ron of all o*her polirtcal economic and social problems
that have Leen agitsting the minds of the people 1 wishto
make extially cacar that me hase every intention of ¢omple
ting the muuon we have embarked upon to the nations
faction, 3
What wasthe mismon that Yahya Khan had pledged 0
fulfil 7 Ayub Khan had made st elear 1n hus statement that
by was oppored to the dumand for provincial autonomy
Y ohy1 Khans mission w1s to mamntamn & stron¢ Cenzre  He
could achicve the objct by adopting the following means
1 To strengthen his Governments image by taking
strong myisins agunst corrupt elements
2. To prowe that he wis a strongman and wasina
poution to 1chise what hus pridecessors could nor
3 To sow dissentions among politicians oppos.d to the
conception of a strong Centre
Subsequent esents proved that the Dictator adopted vanous
tactics to achieve this object  Dracoman lans were mmposed
on a restne population These includid whipping  ard
death penalty for those who broke the ltws  Anyone cnti-
cising the imposition of martinl Jaw or its operation could
be <ent to jul for ten years The regulationssad No
one by word of mouth or in wniting or by signals or other-
wise will spread reports calcultted to create alarm or des
pondence among the people  Though the Dictator did not
ban political parties he announced that no political activity
would te tolerated under his regime  Air Marshal Asghar
Khan was no allowed to hold even anindoor meeting of
fus ractys Ceateal Commutee A Jarge number of trade
union leaders were arrested for instigating the workers to
go onstrthe  Even the members of the Lahore Bar Associa
tjon were not spared
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but 2l 0 among the Urdu speahing refugees of UP He had
over a dozen coustns who occupied Ley positions m the Civil
Service the army anl big business Yahy1 made to retire
toth Nur Khan and Navy Chief S M Ahson from their
military careers O tensibly this was done to provide a
avilian touch tothe military refime  He wanted to cend
Nur Kkhan to East Pakistan as Governor Nur khan resented
Ab on was ent there in his place and Nur Khan was appoin~
ted Governor of West Pakistanin place of General Attaur
Rehman In February 1970 Nur Kban was forced to resign
frem this post  He kept quiet for _ometmme but later on
joined actne politice
In Augut 1969 General Yahya Khan appomted bi,
Council of Mim tere  Inthis he followed the technique of
his predecescor 1n every detail A few days before he had
hinted at the possthility of his  takmg assistance from able
awvihians 1n the country  When he first indicated hus desire
to vssocrate civilians with his yegime 1t had evoked wide-
spread if muffled emticism Nanas Waqt went to the extent
of aymngthat this could create dis essions i the country
The bold Rawalpind: weekly Inter-Wing now banned aid
the step would be a retrograde one It would firve the ympres-
s1on that the regime wanted to heep 1t.elf in power for a long
time But .o strong was the terror of Martial Law that when
the announcement was actually made no vowcces of dissent
raised in public It was composed of those who had erther
were reured from politics or were never mn 1t A glatng a pect
1s that even m their own fields they had never been known
for any brlhance  Talking of the eight member Cabinet the
most mntrigumg name was to be that of Mr AM Mik He
was a Bengal He was Pakistans Ambassador to Chma il
1962 He was withdrawn from his post due to his beleef that
China posed as much a danger to Pakistan 1s 1t did to India
Another nomimee from East Palistan was MK Hafizuddin
who ¢ only distinction was that 1s Inspector General of
Police of the Prosince he was considered a terror by radical
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eluments By sdmitting im to Iy court Yihyr Khan
pethaps wantud to show that he was deccrmin & to crush the
supporters of the 1utonomy movement The muled fiest
attstude towards the people w1s also appatent from the
inclusion of nother former Inspector Gencral of Poher
Sardar Abdur Rastid  He was gren the mmportint port
folio of Home 1nd hashmur ATfurs Rashids reputation of
bung the most ruthless 1 G of the NWFP was no doubt
the decisine factor m fus fuvourin ssw of the po sihiliey
that the democratic mosemenr may resne it any time
Another member of th. Cabinet Nawab Muzaffar Hussain
Quizalbush had no hinks with publie Ife  He had some
position tmond the anistocratic Shia minority 10 the Punab

Mnjor General Ster Ali Khan 1 paturmal unele of the
Nanab of Pataud: wos appomted Minister of Information
He was 1 person remote from public hife

Mahmud Hireon 1 g businesman from Sind was alo
included i the Cabmer His biggest qualfication was that
he belonged to the top quarter of the 20 fanuhes wluch
controlled 80 per vent of P1l1tans mdus mil wenlth and bis
family had considerable mterest i bankind msurince wnd
textiles and controlied ~lmost 60 per cent of the country s
foreign trade It 1s signuficant to note that in sp te of the
mstallation of the so called eniltin Council of Ministers the
real power remamed i the hinds of General Yahsa Khan
assisted by hus Deputy Chiefs  Yahyar Khan kept depart
ments hte External Affairs Defence Fmance and Generat
Establishment m his own hands Of ¢he rest ot the port
folios mportant ones htke Home md khashasr Aftaws In
formation and Broadcasting Agnculture and Power Deve
Jopment were given to the more trusted puppets trom West
Palastan  Thus East Pakistan continued to be a colony
under the control of the West Pakistan rulers

Yahya Khan was now determmed to divert the peoples
attention from their real problems On the one hand he
assured China that Pabistan was her best fniend and on the
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other hus emssatues started wooing the US A and the Soviet
Unton To thern he said that the extramist elements in the
country were foraing hum to lean towards China for streng-
themng the defence of the country He wasable to get
military help from the Soviet Unton because the latter wan

ted to wean awav Pakistan from Chma Thus Yahya Kban
was atle to get about 150 T-54 and T 55 tanks from the
Soviet Union besides obtaming assurances of economic aid !
‘The controlled Press mn West Pakistan acclumed 1t asa
victory of the new regime which it “wa. alleged had weaned
away the Soviet Union from India  Simdarly the Amencan
Government was persuaded to resume supply of American
armaments to Pakistan 3 In August 1970 Yahya Khan met
President Nixon Amencas Secretary of State Willham
Rogers met President Yohya Khan Sigmificantly all the
papers directly controlled by the Government had been
floating rumours till September 1970 that the American
decision to supply arms had been deferred indefinitely due
to Indian pressure The Pakistan Tymes Washington Corres-
pondent went so far as to say that due to mtense to lobbymng
by Indsa the US had decided to write off Pakistan as an
ally or friend Such despatches created a furore all over
Palastan It was then stated by a Foreign Office spokesman
that the Government was m constant touch with America
over the question and it 15 hoped that satisfactory results
il follow Through these reports the impression was
sought to e created that the situation for Pakistan wis a vis
America had become almost hopeless In sucha situation
it was only adrost handiing by the President which got what

it wanted Yahya Khan was thus bemg bult up as a man
who could get things done® When the lefust parties crin

cised Pakistan s acceptance of American tmltary help the

President aid he was determmmed to sectire arms from all
sources for the defence of the country  The Press in West
Pakistan tried to justify thi  bargan by telling people that
India was making Dreparations to attack Pahustan It was
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frecdom of this State requsred much more sacrifices i com

panson to its populatien and area  The struggle to liberate
the State might require more sacrifices than those®given by
the people of Algeria or Vietnam The Daly Jung of
Rawalpmd: stated that the people of Kashmir want to
jomn Paastan and 1t 1s for this purpose that they ase
fighting gamst a mighty power hke India ¥ While the Pals-
tan Tones clonmed that China supported the Kashmirs just
struggle for the nght of self detetrmnation Sardar Abdul
Qryyum Khan asd that war with India was mevitable on the
hashmir ssue He said that the war may take place 1
1971 *

Pakytan jomed hards with Chinz 1 ber siusrer plans to
foment trouble n Nagaland and the Mizo Distnct The
so called rebels from these areas were provided with tram
mg m guertlla warfare In addition to this the Pakistan
Government opened an ar wing for these trattors  Accord
ing to reposts teachmg New Dellr a small landing stoip was
constructed 15 hilometers south east of Rangamat: where
two fighter planes were based The camp to tram these men
m fiying fighter and bomber planes v as established under the
charge of Mr Sarfraz Khan a ground enginecr of the
Pakistan Air Force and a Chinese expert Mr Fong In ¥ The
arrest of a number of Pakistaru spies in Chandigath and
Kashmur sn 1969 and 1970 proved thar Pakistan was prepar-
1ng to create trouble n the Punjab and Kashmur

Ssmultaneously the Pakistanr rulers started woong the
Arab countries  Pakistan was already supplymg arms to the
so called Royal Yemam forces mn their fight agamst the
Revolutionary Government of Yemen, Ths was betng done
through the Government of Saud: Arab:a At the same
time the Pakistan Government sent 2 sizable force to Jordon
to help the King of that country agamnst the Arab guenllas
Reports reachung Washmngton sud  ¢hat  Pakistan was send
ng military observers to Libya ™

The outb of 1niots 1n Ahmadabad m Septem
ber 1969 provided Yahya Khan with an opportunity to pose
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as a defender of Indian Mushms When he succeeded m
ousting of the Inlian Delegation from the World
Muslim Conference held at Rabat 1n Morocco  the Pakistan
Press paid rich tnbutesto lum  In an obvious attempt to
discredit India 1 the eyes of the Arab world Pakistant
embassies 1n these countrie, had started a malicrows antt
Indian propaganda campatgn s'nce May 1970 These embassies
n their news bulletins eirculated among foreign mssions had
been putting out mostly matertal that sought to portray
India as a country out to anmhlate the Mushm mnonty
population  Although the fire incident 1n Kashmir were the
work of Pak: tam agents® thece bulletins charged India
with conspiring agamnst the lives of the Kashmiri Muslhims %
The Palistan Times 1cporced the decision of the Palistan
Government to <cnd non official delegations  abroad to
publicise the allcged persecutron of Mashims m India 3
Tha Minister of Home and Kashmir Affairs Sardar Abdur
Rashud told a group of Kashmur leaders in Rawalpmd: that
the path of active struggling for the liberatron of Ka hmr
isnc ruled out  An Indian newspaper said editotially that
it 15 po stble that the roling chique 15 thinkung of forcing
«nother show down with India with assistance from the
United State and China Lying campargns like the present
one have mvarmably preceded attempt< on them to provoke
ncidents along the frontier
While Sheihh Abdullas frequen meetings with the

Pakrstan High Commussioner were given wide publicity the
Pre s 1n Pilistan published the statement of Aodulla Afzal
Beg and Maulvi Farooq to shov that the Kashmerts were
looking forward to Pakistan and Chma in their fight for
hberaton  On November 18 197° the Pabistan Times
reported that Sheikh Abdulla declared in Srinagar that great
China s unstinted support for the Kashmirss as commum

cated to President Yahya Khan on hi: recent wvisit to that
country would serve as a catalytic agentin consuming
away the chams of Indizn slavery He said that Premier
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Chou EnLas reurincet refarding the Kshmins bera
tion stewpfle hid baen warmly wddeomed throughout the
villes It had enhanead Pikistan s pre tige nd st had suc
courcd our will to Ix frew 2t all cost

While Y ahy + Khan was busy in building up hus image as
1 would th hiborator of hashmr Tus uteerine s showed that
Pakistan was not goine to by fr1 ndly  relations with Indsa
His s Indiv specches and proparations for war a¢unst
Indin were an fact meane to warn the people thae the ruling
wihitary chique would not allow eluments aspiring for good
nughhourly rilations with Indin to bucome rulers of Pakis
tan This warning was meant to terronise the followers of
Shoihh Mupbur Rehman and Wah Rk who wanted to
cflect fundimental chantes o the foreign polictes of
Pakistan

The Prestdent made hus position cleat when mn reply to
questions from press correspondunts about the role of for
eign money 1n Palustan's forthcoming clection  He said that
he had  equal doubts bucausc some countries mmmical to
Pakistan and he specifically mentioned India 1 this connec-
tion - re bound to help certain forces to harm Pakistan 3
Under the caption Demogogic Thinkind  The Indan Ex
press wrote edstonially

It s surposing that 1 Head of State should de cend to
the level of a demagogue but President Yahya hhan absurd
allegation against India has simster mmplications for some
political parties in Pakistan stsclf The Pakistami Presudent
did not name the forces which be thinks countries tnumi
cal to Pakitan are bound to help but from what some
Pakistanr politicians have been saying 1t seems clear that the
reference 15 to the Auams League of Mr Mupbur Rehman
and the National Auam: Party of Mr Wali Khan (Since
a friend cannot be an enemy tie /eip vhat China might be
gving to Maulana Bhashani s National Awami Party 15 ew
dently not regarded as interference m Pahistans affairs) By
thus making known s hostultty towards some mmportant
political parties President Yahya hban has laxd humself open
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fering 1n the election in defiance of his own assurance that
the elections would be free and farr The Awami League
should now know that anv con.itution which contamns the
substance of its s1x pomts will not be authenticated by the
President %
These outburts from the mouth of the Head of State
d bis own hench like Abdul Qayyum to charge
the followers and supporters of Mupbur Rehmin Wah
Khan and Abdus Samad Khan with conspiring agamst the
tegrity of Pak: tan As we shall see later on mn thi. chapter
West Pakistar leaders started competing with one another
m ndulging i such kind of baseless charges agam.t their
opponent.,

Khan Abdul Qayyum went a step further when he adve
cated the formation of a confederation of non-Arab Mushm
counttses of Iran Pakistan and Afghamistan He said that
this was the only way to fight the Hindu menance and curb
tegional dangers emanating from the demand for mdepen-
dence by various provinces of Pakistan %

While the threat of war between Pakistanand India
loomed large on the horizon the provocatory speeches agamst
the minority community resulted in large scale exodus of
the Hindus from East Pakistan According to official
wformation available n New Delhi refugees were pouring
into West Bengal at the rate of between 1000 and 1500 a
day m the month of May 1970 Onsome days the figure
touched 2000  Although nearly 50 000 refugees were sent
out from Bengal to camps mn different States run by the
Central Government .ome 30000 displaced people were
still at Bushirbad and refugees were commg from Khulna
and Jessore There was alsoa tnckle from Fandpur and
Bansal districts  Shetkb Mupbur Rahman blamed the exodus
of non Mushims from East Pakistan on tehgious fanatics
and reactionartes who he saxd were whipping up communal
frenzy 1 the name of electioneeng According to the
Dacca weekly Janat the Shaikh told a public meetmg at
Rouyan near Chattagong that Mushms in East Palksstan had
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0 ol lnation to pro et the nights of ehe mmonties  “The
mmantice he added  arc the i zens of this country They
are not foresgners who have u t floatd in ®
In the maantime the Dictator was trying to show that
whae Jinnah Lquae Alr and o.hers bad fuldd to achiene
b would Ix tble toacliere for the Mushme, The Govurnment
controlld Pruss i Wt Pakistain clumed chat Yahyr Khan
weuld schise glony for Tdhim by orgimang the Mushm
powcrs nto anntonationy] froup  The Pakistan Ambassa
dor to the United Natione Agha Shiht told new men at the
UN Headauarters thae Pakist n wanted the Islamte group
of countsics that recently metin Rabat owgthe Al Aga
mosquu arson mcident fo bucome a purmanent groupg
mvolved 0 political cooperation beyond West Asia®® In
fict it wis an attempt to put new hfe into the CENTQ and
the RCD  Onc amm could also be to establish a group which
would be 1n sympathy with the US and Westum  stratedv on
the lines of groups lihe the ASPAC and the South East
Astan Minstensal  Conference  Pakistan  accordmng to
political ob ervers was playmng an active role in these eflorts
and was reporsted to be trying to mnfluence Afgamistan by
making vague sugdestions alour a ncgotrated settlement with
1t¥  Although it wasa pro We t move the Pakistans Press
hailed 1t as the harbinger of Islamic uniey
In the September 6 1970 1ssue of the Pakistan Obserser
Supplement a promment and aronymously witten article
{almost certamly Army mspired) entitled An Approach
to Warfare in Palistan  expounded the necessity for a new
philosophy for the direction of war  Taking a leaf from
The Thoughts of Chawman Mao the witer asserted that
the gence of such a phil hy must be related not only
to the general laws of war but also to specific laws as apph-
cable to Pakistan  Only then could the Pakistan Army
tho e doctrines best smted tothe genws of the

adopt

country
It will therefore be een that apart from the polirrcal

ains the emergence of a philosophy is related mntrinisically to
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certamn characteristics or features of a country which can
never be overloohed Tet us looh at the charactenstics of
our own country to understand the problem mits correct
perspecttve  To my mind the ¢ are
(2) The country 1s divided into two parts separated by
a thousand miles of territory belonging to a country
which 1s hostile to Pakistan
(b) It 1snot yet fully developed industrially and econo-
mically and therefore can neither afford a large
standing army por a protracted war
(¢) The country hasno depth mn the military sense and
has large contmuous land borders to defend
(d) It must be capable of effectively protecting its tern
torial mtegrity and cnppling an aggressor
(e) Inthe event of war prospects of outside assistance
are remote
The above charactertics are so diverse 1n nature that
anew philosophy of directing the war m Pakistan has to
be evolved
The conclusions which the wnter drew from the above
characteristics were  firstly that the war Pakistan would
fight would be of a limited nature and of short duration—and
would therefore have to be mtense to be decisive  secondly
that the two wings of the country would have to sustam
themselves —and fight complementary battles thirdly
that the enemy must be dealt with i huis own terntory and
fourthly that the armed forces must possess the potential
to admumister a decssive blow Developing doctrines tactics
and techniques from these conclusions the author stressed
that after two world wars and a host of local wars we
now know for sure that the tank 1s an offensive weapon
1t must be used ;n mass to achieve decistve results It must
speathead an advance 1t must be used boldly But the
pertinent pomt to see 33 whether these innumerable lessons
do really enlighten us on the use of our own personnel under
the top hical d m our own country
against an enemy whose resources capabilities and poten-
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dence he pomts out that Pakistan should wrest Assam and
some dustricts of Indta adjacent to East Pakistan He says
To these East Pakistan has very good claims # He s also
anyious to anpex Gurdaspur Ferozepur end certamn other
parts of the Punjpb including the district of Amnt ar
because ashe puts 1t all these extensive and wvaluable
territortes were arbitarily and unjustly grven to mndia to
further trengthen that country at the cost of Pakistan *

It 15 generally known th.t Bhutto has close contacts with
thehawks in Palitan Army Some observers believe that
Bhutto 15 m league with Yahya Khan Probably they want
to achieve these amms with Chinese help Pakistans help to
the o-called rebel Nagas and Mizos may be explained 1n
this context

All these moves cleatly demonstrated that the Dictator
was building up hus own 1mage by making war preparations
agamst India and projecting him elf asthe ole person who
could lead the country to Istamic glory This wasa clear
tunt that he would not llow his opponents to brimg about
any fundamental change mn the political struc ure of the
country However the peoples urge for the establishment
of the parl ry system of d y did not «cem to
be weakened as a result of these tactics Swmilarly the
peaple of East Pakistan seemed to be determined 1o carry
on their struggle for complete autonomy The military
junta was facing troubles all over the country

In the last week of May 1969 the eighty year oId leader
of the National Awam; Party Maulana Bhask
that of President Yahya Khan did not meet the needs of the
people of Pakistan he would be overthrown The warning
was tecorded 1m a review of Pakutan scene by the diploma-
tic correspondent of The Far Eastern Economic Revien
Harold Munthe Kass wrimg from Rawalpimdi  The
Maulana said that m the modern world no Government
¢an runthe admmstration with bullets and bayonets and
without popular support The Maulana wa .tated to
haedeclared that 1 the struggle between the oppressor
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and the oppressed 1t 15 ﬂf“:‘u’s the oppressed who ultimately
wins  and that it will take ‘less time hete than in Vietnam
Inthethird week of July 1969 the Presudent meta
number of poltical leaders meluding Bhutto Wal Khan
Mupbur Rahmn, Bhashans and Abdul Qayyum On July 23
he .ad 1n Lahore that there was no consensus among the
politicl Jeaders on the subject of a new constwation for
Pakistan  He told journalists that 1t was up tothe political
parties to spell out therr views oo the subject  Asked when
General Elections were likely to be held the President snid
Leave it tome I will take my own time 1
At once Bhutto spelled out Ius views He urged the
holding of an all-party convention to overcome what he
called hurdles in the way of early elctions  He suggested
that the 1956 Constitution of Paksstan which braught about
unity—East and West—should be amended to create a single
unit  Abdul Qayyum khan kept quiet but the leader of
the Jamaat Islam: Maulapa Tufazid Mohammad urged the
re urrcction of the 1956 Constitution  Almost all the other
parties opposed this demand The leader of the National
Awami Party (pro Moscow group) khhan Walr Khan
demanded the break up of the One umtof West Pakistan
and amalgamation of all Pushtu speahing areas to form
Pakhtunistan with complete internal autonomy  Sherhh
Mupbur Rehman supported ths demand  Powettut Punjabt
pohticians hhe Daultura Asgbar Khan and Chaudhun
Mohammad Al agreed that the rdentity of the old provinces
should be re.tored forthwith
The influential Nauas Wact pomted out There 15
actually not mn ch difference 1mong pohitical lenders on the e
questione  Alout One Unie almost every polticran with
¢he name has aid tha this should be dismembered On the
question of representat:on in the two wings West Pakistant
politicians are feeling more or les reconciled to accepting
the Eastern v ng s demand for bemg represented on the basis
of papulation and the only controversial assue 35 that of the
extent of internal autonomy to be enjoyed by the constituent
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units of the country Thys the paper felt could be
decrded at a later date after elections were held on the basy
of umiversal adult franchise ¢
Thus gave a shock to the Dictator because the breah up of
the one unit of West Pakistan would mean a considerable
dent 1n the power structure of the military regime Yahya
Khan had thought that he would be able to play one politi-
cran agamst another on questions like the ratio of repre enta-
tion for the two wings of Pakistan the extent of mternal
autonomy and the future of one unit When Bhutto too chan-
ged his mind and spoke 1 support of this demand 1t became
apparent to lum that his game would not succeed
The Awami League Chif Sheikh Mupbur Rehman
demanded a national refetendum on the points described by
the President as tnmbhing blocks in framing a Constitution
The Sheikh was not satisfied by the appomtment of the
Election Coram1 son  He said that without fixing a date for
elections a feeling would grow that the regume was not
ericus about the fulfilment of its promises He aid that 70
per cent of the people of Pakistan were 1 favour of the
di membterment of one umt 1n West Pakistan representation
on the basis of population of East and West Pakistan and
full internal autonomy for the federating umits He even
threw a challenge that he and hus colleagues would withdran
from politics if at least two thirds of Pal 1stan: people did not
vote for these demands 1n a national referendum #
It may be recalled that the Prcsident mn Ius broadcast
to the nation on July 28 had stated that he was thinking n
terms of his own Constitonion®  The arr was thick with
rumours that his Constitution might be a modification of Ayub
Khan s Basic Democracy with certain parhamentary trap
pings Tt was penerally said thar there was no possihility of
the mitary rolers holdmg elecnions before 1971  Inthe
meantime official spoke men were busy in creating confusion
‘The Minister for Information and National Affairs Nawab-
zada Sher AltKhan said that Pakistan was established on
the basis of Islamic ideology and st was by continuing to
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adher to ths theoesatre concepr that Paksetan could prosper
He ‘regretted  that even after 20 yeats of Pakistan s cxis
tence there wac na national consensus on the fundamentals
of tle coun ry s paliey and 1t was the disunity and prochia
leat which led to ¢l ¢ promulgation of mattial faw m the
coun'ry

Thee s atements encouraged the reactionaty elements to
demand the establishment of an Idamie State and oppose
socaalism  Theee elements criticised the demand for provin
e1l autonomy  According to them provinesal 1utonomy
w1s dangurous to the conecpion of Islamic unity and social
1 m was the negation of Islimic plulosophy

Maulana Maudood: Chwdhnrr  Mohammad Al A:r
Marshal Asghar Khan Maulmna Ghalam Ghaus Hazarvr and
many others stoed for incorporating the fundamental princi
plesof Ishm m any furure Coustitution  Howeser they
suspected the intuntions of the rulers and demanded m clear
words the establish of the parl 'y system based
on adult francleec  The ruling Junta was tyring to organise
s own groups It was sard ¢hat Yahtya Ahan had already
won over Abdul Quyyum 1nd lus followers Hewasalo
trsing to wim Asub Rhanssupport  Asub Rhan was still
the President of the Comvention Muslim League  According
to a report pubh hed in the daily Jung of Karachi Ayub
hhan wes ikely to return to actne politics® His Mushim
Leaguc was the only party with funds~—unoflicially estimated
2t between 6 mullion pounds to 8 milion pounds to contest
the elections He decided to stmhe back 1t Ius opponents
who alleged tyranny and corruption n his 10 years of rule
He told the Urdu langu go newspaper Mashriq I
served tl ¢ country to the bect of my abiity Ihave done
nothing of which I should feel ashamed or guilfty While I
do not propo e contesting future presidentiul elections I
shall setasn my inferest m Pahistanr politics®® However
within his own party he had to face emous trouble He
decrded to reshufile his party executive to appomt those who
could draw votes from East Palistan He dismissed khan
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Abdus Sabur from the Vice Presidentship of the Party and
appointed another Bengahh Mr Fazlal Qadir Chaudhury
i his place He also directed Mr Chaudhun to perform
party functions on Ius behalf until a new President was
elected In order to stremgthen lus group s position in the
Punjab he expelled the ex Mimster of Information Saeed
Ahmad Kamam from the Presidentship of the Punjab
Mushm League and appomted Mr Mohammad Yaein Khan
Bhutto 1n hus place  Both Mr Sabur and Kirmam refused
to obhge him  The former called a meeting of s Worhing
Commuttee and expelled Ayub Khan from the Mushm
League Thus Asub Khans party was dinded mto two
factions each claimmng to be the real comvention Mushm
League In the Punjab Mian Mumtaz Daultana got himself
elected as the Precident of the Council Mushim League while
¥han Atdul Qayyum Khan claimed that he was the real
President of the Council Mushm League Air Marshal
Asghar khan charged Ayub Khan with conspiring to defeat
the restoration of parhamentary democracy in Pakistan He
satd that the former President was working feverishly behmnd
the scenes to get his sycophints elected to the National
and Provincial Assemblies for the purpose The former
Governor of Wet Pakistan Ntwab Mushtaq Abmad
Gurmam demanded pro ecution of Ayub Khan on serious
charges of corruption and myusing public funds for remamning
i power The Ayub regime m 10 years he sard had turmed
every Pukistani into a debtor of 2018000 Whereas at the
time of impo.ition of dictator lap i 1958 Pakistan had to
pay a lcan of Rs 40 crores but had n treasury of gold and
foreign exchange worth Rs 132 crore &

It 15 interesting to note that Bhutto had also started
woomg Ayub Khan On December 4 he met the former
President However when a former Director of Information
Noor Ahmad revealed that Ayub Khan who had launched
acampaign aganst smugghng was himself engaged m
smugghng at the time of his overthrow and a Juader of the
Demoesatic Party demanded of Ayub Khan that he clear
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his position about his association with the scandal of
Christian Keeler of the Profumo affair fame the former
President announced his retirement from pubhe life &

The Bengalt leaders continued demanding restoration of
parliamentary democracy In the middle of August 1969
Attaur Rahman a former Chief Minister of East Bengal
called fora truly federal Constitution for Pakistan framed
by a Constituent Assembly elected on the basts of adult
franchise ard providing for equal number of members to
East and West Pakistan  In an interview with the influential
Daily The Palistan Obscrver he outlined the policy of his
newly formed National Progressive League and sad it
stood for autonomy rot only for FEast Bengal but
also for the varrous units of the western wing such as
Sind the North West Frontrer Province Baluchistan and
the Punjab &

A fresh political storm gathered over the Presudents
indication that the military regime would remamn m power
at least till the middle of 1971 That was clearly announced
by Mr Abdul Sattar the newly appomted Election Commts
stoner  He said that elections on the basis of adult franchise
could not be etpected before the spring of 1971 Gen
Yahya Khan had already said it would be only after mstal
tion of a democratically elected Government and promulga
tion of a proper constitutton that he would order the troops
to go back to the barracks

Indirectly commenting upon the offictal pronouncements
Air Marshal Asghar khan said that no one should remain
under any illuston about the determmnation of the people
to come agam m the streets if a popular government was
not nstalled within a year or so In an mterview to an
influential Urdu weehly Alkbar e Jahan the Air Marshal
also famed that the schedule outhned by the Election
Commussioner would delay the elections unnecessanly He
also brushed aside the argument of Gen Yahya hhan that
no real progress could be made towards a democratic order
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unless pohiticians came to a unammous decision about th
type of constitution they wanted
The Air Marshal said this seemed to him  an untenabl
argument  Instead of complaming about the differences o
opimon among politicians Gen  Yahya Khan should himsel
come forward with a democsatic solation  He warned tha
if an impression was created that the martial law regim
wanted to delay the process of democratisation unnecessarily
the people would react as sharply against 1t as they ha
done aganst the previous regime
Mr Z A Bhutto also warned the Government that un
less immediate and tangible steps were tahen for promul
gation of a democratic constitution the people were Ithely t
lose faith in the promises of the new regime
Addressing students 1n Hyderabad (Sind) Mr  Bhutt
said that if ctrcumstances compelled them we could agar
take to the methods of agitation and revolution which ha
toppled a powerful dictator hke Field Marshal Ayub Khan
Mian Mumtaz Daultana leader of the Council Musli
Teague directly concised the Governments decisio
to delay the elections In an mterview to Nana-e-Wa
an Urdu daily of Lahore Mr Daultana sard he wassure tha
electsons could be held within six to seven months A dela
of nearly two years wasnot only unnecessary butit coul
create a feeling of {frustration among the people
In October 1969 serious clashes between the Bengal
and the Urdu speaking Bihant rewidents in East Bengal too
place The outstanding charactenstic of this trouble was tha
it was not confined to a few pockets The whole of Daces
Narayangan) and suburbs Itke Syedpur and Parbatipur wer
affected  Ostensibly the troable started over complaints o
discrimitnatory treatment to the Utdu language m Fus
Bengal There had been a demand for some time that th
electoral rolls that were bemng prepared for the election
should also be published in Urdu  The trouble began whe
an assocnation  called The Anjuman ‘Tahafuz e Urdu
decided to observe an Urda Day on October 1. Tt s allege
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that some of the refugee hotheads many of whom included
Jamast Islamy actiisits hnd gone round telling the people to
put ;n Urdu <signboards instead of Bengalr They ccerced
some Bengalr speaking shopk wlo dentally were
n 1 mnonty to sign a memorandum demanding an equal
status for Urdu 1n East Bengal This led to a clash which
resulted 1n major rioting 1n Dacca and elsewhere The Pressin
West Pakistan published scnsational stories akout thece
riots claming the toll of Ife as hugh as over abundred A
report of the Dacca hospital howoser revealed that out of
300 wounded pursons three had died A number of
Palistans news papers reported that another cauwse of
these riots was the discovery of gangs of Uruu
speaking refugees triding m white slave trafic These
persons had abducted a large number of Bengali women and
sold them 1n the western wing  Quite a few of the ¢ women
were smuggled abroad especially to the Gulf areas It was
alleged that these gangs used to operate with the connnance
of not only the Punjabi police but also the officrals of the
Pakistan International Airway and the Pakistan shipping
Corporation *3
Special targets of mob fury were petty officials mciuding
members of the police belonging to the Urda spealing
minotity A couple of police stttions were also attacked
In the words of an observer the malice was much deeper
than the electoral rolls m Urdu To the Bengalis whose
sympathy was wholly with the movement for autonomy the
Urdu speahing people from Bihar w ere the stooges of Punjabis
who had become the symbol of West Pakistani domination
The term Punjabi merdentally included every West Pakis ans
A number of refugee leaders especially those under the
influence of Jamaat Islami had Legun a political offensive
which now boomranged on the whole commumty From
early August this year they become militant defenders of
Islvmic values agamst what they called the onslaughts of
alien 1deologies Iike socialism and secularism They went to
the extent of tounng West Pakistan gathening support for
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measures to curb what they called anti Pakistan trends in
the Tastern province Th.y clamed that Urdu was the
Tslamic language which must replace the Bengali language
They condemned the demand for provincial autonomy and
openly said 1t was a Hindu conspracy to convert East Bengal
mto an Indan colony They even demanded division of
East Bengal into two provinces They supported the military
rulers again t the supporters of democracy So sertous was
their challenge to peace and soldamty of Ea t Bengal that
Mujbur Rehman was compelled to come out openly agamst
their campaign  He told a gathering of his party workers
that the foremost task before them was to expose those who
wanted to distupt communal harmony and sabotage the
people s movement for autonomy ®
It 1s said that the linguistic rrots n East Bengal were the
main reason for Yahya Khans rushing back home cutting
short hus tour by five days THowever the conditions near
avil war n East Bengal were not the only reason for his
nervousness  In some curious ways such dashes do help the
refame to keeD itself i power Any outburst of Bengali
nationalism c¢an always be presented as a  threat to the
supremacy of Islam which actually means domination of
western wing It was therefore easy to understand why the
so called atrociattes on Urdu speahing refugees in  East
Bengal were played up out of all proportion 1 We t Pakistans
propaganda The Government controlled Press went the
farthest in fabricating horror reports about what happened
1 Dacca and el ewhere  All this went to provide ammun;-
t10n for reactionary propaganda  Maxmmoum encouragement
was given to organisations like Jamaat Islami for propagating
the thesis that Palistan had entered into 1 crucsal phase of
confrontation between the forces of soctali m and of Islam
‘The offices of the Awami League and the National Awam
Party 1n Lahore and elcewhere were attached Even an
attempt to as assinate Mr Bhutto was made because he was
attacking the Jammat in his speeches It was reported that
he was attached by 40 men ana truch as he was dtving
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Ins assocrates from Swabad to Mulan 120 miles south-east
of Lahore  Four of hus 1ssociates wete wounded 8

The caleulstion of the regime that the troublc 1;n East
Bungal could be turnd to advantage however proved
incorreet This ha. did not cut much ice mamly because
the worbing ches m West Pakistan refused to be mysted
The W est Pakistan worhing class and the wtelligentia had
played 1 major role 10 the ovotthrow of the Ayub rigime
Indicatsons were that the pattern would be repeated i the
month to com. The first shot was fired by the Karacka
Port warkers wha wont on strike . defiance of Martial Law
regularions  This was followed by strkes in 15 testde mulls
m the some oty  More signaficantly  ehy st ers took out
hugy procr.sions though anybody cannceted with an unautho
rised procession could be sentunced to seven years imprr on
munt The fict that thousands of persons josd the pro-
cession showed ther scant regard for the sulers terroe tactic,
The police did try the usual show of foree  Wanton use v as
made of tear gis shells About a hundred percons were
arrested Vet judging by wmurtial law standard the regimess
reaction was muld It was pomted out by a foreign corres
pondent that there were crious differences in the mihitary
winta over the policy towards such processons  Hawks
ke West Pahistans Martal Law  Admunustrator General
Tihha hban wanted that such  rebellion  should be crushed
with an ron hand e knd tken care to past troops from
West Punjab at stratcgic pomts m Karach: He and his
assoctates were of the viev that allowmng such rebeffious
rendency would only help the mutmy to succeed ¢ But
Arr Macshall Nur khan the newly 1ppomted Gover
nor of West Pakistan seemed to thick othernise He felt
that confrontation would drng disaster for the regme
It mught infuriate the people fucther and make them
ancontrollable  The loyalty of some seor military officers
was 11 doubt In thiy connection 1t 1s signtficant to note that
Noor Khan had ta resign from his post after a conple of

months
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The popular discontent all over the country was spreading
Strikes took place mm Lahore Lyallpur and Ohkara The
Ralwaymens Federation gave an ultimatum that trams
would be brought to a stand still 1f their demand for better
condittons of service were not met by December 15 Simul-
taneously students become restive again. Processions were
taken out demandmg the release of arrested leaders and
restoration of democratic rights Studentsin East Bengal
did not Tag behind In fact they had started defiance of
Martial Law regulations much earlter Three students
organisations observed an Education Day on September 17
defying these regulations® The three organmsations wete
the East Pakistan Students Umon the East Pakistan
Students Leaguwe and the East Pakistan Students Orga-
misation  Shetkh  Munbur  Rehman  supported  the
students With the students unity achteved the Commu-
mist gave acall to the people n general to support the
students cause But they made 1t clear that all actiity
should be peaceful so that the authorities should not find
a pretext to resort to repression The students announced
that they would hold meetings within the Uprversity com-
pound and take out a procession The Government after
discussions with the students  yielded However soon after
the authorities tasted their muschief Stx students were
notified as having made prejudicial speeches on Education
Day They were ashed to face a tral but no student appeared
before the military tribunal  On the contrary demand-
g withdrawal of the cases agatnst these students these
orgamsitions organi ed strihes 1n Dacca on tao days and
on one day tn early October throughout the province When
Yahya Khan came to Dacca the enure unmersity bwilding
was occupred by the East Palistan Rifles The armed
police raided hostels to arrest the students leaders Rifles
sten guns bren guns etc were brandished The order

shoot to kil  was repeatedly announced But nothing
could cow down the students Ulumately the President bad
to ftve n  During hus stay 1n Dacea he pardoned the six.
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cuden I ad rranithe creragnrs them were wihdrann
The victory thay achiesed boo od the morale of the
culfne It oead thae the Governor of Exe Hengal
Admural SNMCAL a0 adsie Sthe Prestlen nos to precipr ate
any trexsd e

Tte c e wav 2'wspreadine among the notking ela s
rar dly InOuobvr 199 ther werestrkes whose number
wigrer er thunmany prasocryerr The police r ored
tr finr o v, woraory This crod ed fooortmont
am n. ether sectionrof the poop! Inthe second week of
Novembvr tao perwnt nere s nencad by aspeend milirary
cour v ba Benpalonaehiarae of ghario Reportng ehie
Pikian Bvdio sud one wis « atenc d to one yetrs finorous
imprienment and 10 [1hosand ehe oth £ one vear s nicorous
mmpnorwent !’ According to 3 nport putlished in
the Dawn Air Marshad Asplar Rban warred the multary
ulers that fulure to rus ore democricy would Jlead to
claoe  He told 1 pulhic m ting o Novkbinde that there
w1s no alterr itn to dumoeriey  He alco jomted out that
the protlimsof E1¢ Pakstan could b rusolsed only by
ginang the prosance its due share of power at the centre ®

In the muantme the National Awann Partv of Maulana
Bhashin had divided i ewno factions  The dissident faction
wis munly led by the nght and o her Ik ded
elements  Maulina Bhashams own faction scemed to have
remuned ntact but i fact st was also dnidedimnto two
groups Lxtremusts Ik the Naxalites were headed by
Mr Tohr General Scerctary of the Party and Mr Phannu
Datt 2 well known extremust leader who headed the District
Commi tce of the National Awam Party of Chittagong
disttict  Although Maulana Bhashami was the president of
the Party, the extremst elements accused him and hs close
colleagues as potential reactionarzes following the path of
bourgeoss reformation  The Toha group had been stressing
the need for denouncing all methods of parfamntary act:
vity and tahing up the active leadership of the peoples
revolution n Pakistan  The fi of thus devel
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lay 1n the fact that the pro Chinese commumsts were using
the National Awam: Patty s pro Peking group as their main
orgamisation for political work  This had been done due to a
continuous ban on the Commurust Party since 1952 It was
a sigmaficant fact that mspite of Pakistans growing proximsty
to Moscow and Pekmng Yahya Khans Government
did not think 1t fit to withdraw the ban which was imposed
1mmediately after the framing up of the notorious Rawal-
pind1 Consprracy Case  The communists were thus forced
to work through other political parties  For variou, reasons

they chose the National Awamt Party which included at that
time besides Maulana Bhashant leaders Like late Mian
Iftakharuddin Khan Abdul Ghaffar khan Khan Wali Khan

Mr GM Syed and Khan Abdus Samad During the
course of time the party got sphit mmto what are called the
pro Moscow groups and the pro Peking groups headed res-
pectively by khan Wali Khan and Maulana Bhasham 6*

The National Awami Party (Wal Khan group) started a
campaign for bullding up a National Umited Front mm East
Bengal Its major demands mcluded Lfting of martial law
immediate election on the basis of adult franchise and sale of
food and other d at controlled prices  The
Party supported the demand for provincial autonomy The
proposed Front stood for alliance i action with the Awamt
League, led by Shetkh Mupbur Rehman and the National
Awami Party of Maulana Bhashant  The Maulana tejected
this proposal while Muybur Rehman kept quet  The Right
Communists used to say that he nurses an ambition to be-
come Prime Mimster after the election He, 15, therefore
against any popular movement at present &

In October 1969 Maulana Bhashami called a peasants’
conference at Shahpur village 1n Pabna district It was atten-~
ded by about 10000 peasants But the two-day Conference
practically ended 1n one day  The second day was marhed
by confusion Bhashani s supporters clashed with the Nuxa-
lites The other National Awam: Party orgamsed a Council
meeting at Dacca in early October  The meeting was atten
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ded by more than 1000 delegates Jt issued 2 call to Al
democratic forces to umte over the demand for speedy
election of a Constituent Assembly Lfting of martsal Jaw and
supply of food and other commodities at cheap and controlled
prices
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Kban s vrt to India duning October
19%9 provided the Gouetnment controlhid Press m West
Pahastan with an opportumity to denounce the leaders of the
Nation1l Awtmt Party Khan WaliKhan and hhan Aldus
Samad as agents of Indi and cnemyes of Pakistan  Badshah
Khan s threc days fast aganst communal erots in India made s
Pakastam opponents perturbed  His elanification of hus stand
regarding Pakhtumstan was systematically suppres.ed by the
Press m West Pakistan - Mach was made out of the conse
quunces cf the monetarv offering which was to b made to
Badshah khan  Sensationalism was sought to be created
osver Badshah Khan s meetings 1 habul with lus son Whh
Aban and khan Abdus Samad the well known Baluch leader
The Jung of Karachr came ou with a story that thuse lerdors
had gone to Rabul to beg Bad hah Khan for taking them
along  Another canard d that these leaders had told
Badshak Khan that whatuver money he mught gee from ladu
hould bu handed over to them for political purpores Edito
nal comments appeared 1n a number of Jeading dathies gskng
the Governmen  to take appropriate steps to chuek the
chance of Indlan moncy bune smushl d 1020 Paksstan i such
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of autonomy not only for Pakhtumistan and East Bengal but
also for Sind Baluchistan and even Punjab

It was sard that leftists n both wings had been happy
that Badshah Khan s clansfication of hus stand would help him
1n consolidating the progressive movement 10 the country
The most mportant gamn was that the Pakhtuns will not
remain ssolated but could become a force of great strength
for the democratic movement In the present context of the
Pathans constitutmg the largest single group 1n the Armyv the
leverage which the Pakhtun movement could have in Palss-
tans politics was mndeed strong

This fact had been well tahen note of by the Awami
League of Sheikk Mujibur Rehman  He said  The alhance
between Pakhtuns and Bengahis 15 of the utmost importance
for the democratic movement This could definitely tilt the
balance m favour of the oppressed against the present oppres-
sors (1e the Punjabis) '

From a letter which hhan Wali Khan seat to his father
dunng the latters stay m India 1t was clear that Yahya
Khan had assured Wali Kban that bemng hmself a Pathan
he was favourably inclmed towards the establishment of a
Pushto speaking province withm the framework of Pakistan
1 have seen this letter which an Afghan student had brought
10 New Dellu

On November 28 1969 President Yahya Khan announced
that Pakistan should have a democratically elected National
Assembly on October 5 1970 The President 1 his broadcast
to the nation said that the National Assembly would evolve
a Con.titutton for the country At the same time he warned
that 1f the Assembly fatled to do so within 120 days 1t
would be dismissed and a new Natiopal Assembly elected
to accomplish the task  Elections to the provincial assemb-
lies would be held on the basts of that constitution

Inthis connection he blamed the political parties for
the lack of 2 consensus on the future constitution of Pakis-
tan He claimed this had necessitated the Martal Law
authonties to resolve the constitutional deadlock He
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d that the provisional legal framework for hold
1ng the elections would be ready by March 31 1970 Elec-
toral rolls would be ready by June but he took the first
step by his decision to restore the position obtamming on the
creation of Pakistan 22 years earlier It meant the restora-
tion of the onginal provinces of Punjab Sind Baluchistan
and North Western Frontier He promised to hold the
elections on the basts of one man one vote He also
indicated that the elections to the provincul a semblies
would be held after the National Assembly completed its
task of Constitution making He endorsed the 1dea to give
mavumum autonomy to both wings but he said that nothing
should be done which would impair the umty and mtegrity
of Palastan ©

The President s announcement was welcomed by all the
political parties It was also hailed by the Indian Press
The Tiumes of Indiwa wrote General Yahya Khan has
been as good as his word By fixing a firm date he has
fulfilled Ius pledge In fact he has mmproved on it n two
ways He has agreed to dismantle the highly unpopular
one umt in West Pakistan and to hold elections on the
basis of one man one votz These are mportant and
courageous CONCessions becau e they Iepresent a major
departure from the position that the predommantly Punjabt
power elite has taken all the ¢ years It has been totally
opposed to allowmng East Pakistans numencal superionty
to be reflected 1 the Central Legislature There can be
no doubt that the break up of the one umt and propor-
tionate representation for East Pakistan would transform
the character of the Government mn Islamabad  However
the paper warned that 1t will be wrong to take an unduly
optimistic view of fature developments in Pakistan Past
history cannot be ignored altogether n assessing the pros-
pects of democracy there  Even if the National A.sembly
succeeds m finshing its work within 120 days there can be
no guarantee that the new Constitution will be allowed to
wors The Punjabi domnated officer corps and awl
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service which have frustrated all attempts at democratisa-
pon m the past are said to be still mtransigent It remams
ta be seen whether General Yahya Khan will be able to hold
themto check ¢

Under the caption ‘A Step Forward the Indian
Express wrote  The dissolution of One Umit by which the
former Pakistant President Field Marshal Ayub khan set
«0 much store smplies restoration of provinctal autonomy as
1n 1947 General Yahya Khan has called 3t full autonomy
but the people of East Pakistan as also the Pakhtoons demand
something more than this They want a set-up mn which
the Centre will look after only defence foreign «ffaurs and
communications President Yahya Khan has recogmsed the
genumeness of the grievance of the East Pakistanus that they
do not have ther full <hare m the decision making process
on national issues They have been prevented from domg
<o by the principle of patity between East and West Pakistan
The Pakistant President spoke in terms of mawumum auto-
nomy forthe two wings not for all the five provinces
Nor did he explain what he meant by maximum autonomy
though s plea that nothing hould be done which would
smpair national integnty and solidanty 1s perfectly under
standable ©»

Judping 1n the light of the Presidents announcement
one could easily conclude thar although the mulitary junta
conceded the prmciple of adult franchise and agreed to

dismantle the one umt of West Pakxstan 1t was clear that
the President was not dto ¥ to all

the provinces n West Pakistan Simglarly he was not pre-
pared to copcede complete autonomy based on the si< pont
programme of the Awami League to East Pakistan, His plea
that “nothing should be done which would impair the natsonal
mtegrity and solidanty of Pakistan naturally imphed this
mterpretation  How could he allow the Bengalis to preside
over the liqwdation of the basis of the Army rule ? Probably
he was optimstic due to the sharp differences of opinion
among the vanious political parties He might have thought
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that as due fo the absence of one strong and popular pohiescal
party in the country no one party would be able to com
mand a decisive majonity i the National Assembly In that
eventuality the President would have an opportunsty to
play a decisive role in safeguardmg the mtegnty of Pakistan
He never thought that the supporters of Sheikh Munbur
Rehman would be able to secure a decrsive majonty and a
number of Iike-mmnded elements m West Pahistan would
jom hands with them This 1s substantiated by s own
utterances He was so confident of the victory of hus suppor-
ters that he told nensmen mn Dacca that the question of the
regronal autonomy had nothing to do with the general elec~
tions and that the 1ssue had been left to the people to settl.
When be was reminded of the demands by Bengah leaders
Maulana Bhasham Attsur Rebman and Nurul Amin that
the question of regional autonomy should be settled before
the elections General Yahya Khan saxd  Ths s only the
demand of three persons out of the 12 crore people of
Palistan  He said that they may b representing political
parties but I shall not recognise them as peoples represen
tatnes until they come through elcctions  The Pakistan
President smd that nhateser happened durng the last 22
years before hus refime 1t was not fus responsibahiey ¢

The ban on political actiitics was hifted on January 1
1970 It was marked by a clash  <tnikes and a procession
A prc pehing students organusation took out a giant torch
ght proces.ion in Dacca Twenty two people were mnured
1n a cla h between the supporters of Bhashany and those of
Maudecdr  THere were token strikes in induserial enterprics
m Dacca ard Narangang  East fakistarmus heard pols 1cal
nens vrer tl s Governmen cor rolled radio on Jantary 20
for the first fure nce marnal lav was clamped onthe
courtry in March 1669 Firse rerorts af er the han sas
Lif ed nerespecclesty 2 A Bhut o Maulanay Bhastan and
Matlim Maitdoodr  Talairg to nessmen a2 Peshawar
Rluto ad |s party would co-opera e v1 h other parties
en the lass ¢f & pracucal ecororie and pol sealfpso-
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gramme  While be pleaded for ‘Islamic soctalism  he
suggested a federal constitution and a bicameral legislature
with equal status for the provinces i the Upper Houses ©
Maulana Bhashani called for the rasmg of a million
strong milita of workers and peasants to defend Pakistan s
sovereignfy  He called upon the people to butld up a strong
movement for autonomy for East Pakistan ®
Maulana Maudoods leader of the Jamaat Islam: told
the Pakwstan Pre s International (PPI) m an interview i
Pacca on January 19 that his party believed in full regional
autonomy for all provinces with special provision for East
Pakuistan in regard to allocation of foreign axd funds loans
and defence allotments His party was also of view that
foreign exchange earned by East Pakistan should be spent
i the province™ The Jammat however started 2 campaign
of vilification agamnst Mujbur Rehman and Bhasham
According to hin Bhasham was a Chinese agent whilé he
dubbed Munb as an enemy of Pakistan On Jinuary 18
violent riots broke out 1n Dacca when a speaker at 1 Jamaat
Islami rally said the policies of Munbur Rehman were mimi-
cal to Islam  Hurdreds of myal political supporters fought
with heavy staves and the speakers platform went up n
flames? According to other reports wieldng sticks and
hurling stones the crowds carried on their battle 1n one of
the city s mam streets Later the police mtervened Accord-
1ng to these reports mote than 300 people were hurt 70 of
them seriously during these clashes It may be recalled that
on the same day 1e January 19 the students of the Dacca
unmersity had orgamsed a strike to mark the death a year
before of a Bengalt law student Asadullah Zaman shot by
the police durmg riots that eventually toppled the regime
of Ayub Khan The derogatory remarks of the Jamaat
Islami leaders naturally hurt the feelings of the supporters
of the autonomy movement The riots continued for three
days On January 20 an nfunated mob set ablaze a number
of shops 1n the city s central Kamalpur market
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On March 3¢ President Yahya Khan 1ssued what he called
the Legsl Framework Order governing elections to the
National and  Provincral Assemblies and fayimg down
* gtndelines for the framing of a constitution by the National
Assembly’  This was followed by another order on Apnl 2
which dissolved the one umt of West Pakistan and restored
the old four provinces

The President made 1t clear that any eonstitution which
the National Assembly might be able to frame should
confine itself within the principles Iaid down in hus Legal
Framewoik Order  These principles were as follows ™

1 Firm adherence to Islamic values

2 Nothmng should be done which could njure the unity

and ternitorial integrity of Pakistan
3 Masimum autonomy for the provinces as units of a
Federal Umt

4 The Federal Government shall also have adequate
powers to discharge legislative admmnustrative and
financal functions to dicharge its responsibilities
1n relation to mternal and international affairs and to
preserve the mdependence and tereitorsal tergeity
of the country

5 Complete regard for the defence needs of the country

The Legal Framework Order envisaged the formation of
Natioral Assembly of 318 members of whom 169 would
come from East Bengal 85 from Punjab 28 from Sind 19
from NWFP fise from Baluchistan and seven from Central.
1y adminsstered Tribal Areas

The most mportant aspect of Yahya Khans announce
ment was his stress that he  as Chief Martial Law Admims.
trator would continue to wield authonty even after the
framing of the Constitution He said in unmistakable term

¢the Constitution will come 1nto bemng only after it 13 passed
and authznticated by me  To remove any ambiduity the
Chief Martial Lan Admunstrator sud it would be my
dury to see if the Constitution framed by the Constituent
As.embly fitted into the framework I have just underlmed
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fora constitution for the country ormot He sad that
he could dissolve the Constituent Assembly mn case the
Constitution framed by 1t was not acceptable to him

The Pressdent was shrewd enoughto provide a bait to
the Constituent Assembly by saying that if 1t completed
the work of Constitution making within the stipulated pemod
of 120 days 1t could be treated asthe Lower House of the
National Parhament 1f a bicameral system was decided
upon If however the decision was for a umicameral
system then the Constituent Asserably could be turned
mto the firsst National Parliament, He announced that
constituencies would be demarcated on the basis of the 1961
census The Provincial Assemblies he added would be
elected but remain suspended till the work of constitution-
making was completed

Ttwasad ng The Bengalis were
particularly disappomted because the President had clearly
given a hint that the demand for complete provincial autono-
my with a2 weak centre would not be acceptable to im The
Ittefag of Dacca said that the Presidents remteration of us
powers to retect the Constitution framed bya popularly
elected Constituent As.embly would severely disappomnt
all those who were hoping for the return to pathiamentary
democracy after the elections ™

Th>se provi 1ons of the LFO raised a storm of contro-
versy and protest especially in East Bengal Article 27 of
the LFO stated categorically Any question or doubt as
to the interpretation of any provision of the Order shall be
resolved by a decision of the Presdent and such decision
shall be final and not lable to be questioned m any court
Further, it stated that 'the President and not the National
Assembly shall have the power to make any amendment m
the Order ™ The Awam: League protested agamst the
hmitation of powers of the National As.embly Sheikh
Mupbur Rehman called on the President twice 1n the first
week of Apnl  He asked hum to amend the LF O 1 order
to ensure the sovereignty or the National A sembly




236 THE SAGA OF BANGLA DESH

as the supreme leader of the Patty kept all these groups
withmn the organisation Inthe months or May, June and
July the Navalites indulged in acts of violence ;n Dacea
and Khulna On many an occaston the followers of the
two groups clashed The menace was not confined to East
Bangal alone  An unprecedented explosion in the middle
of May near the Lahore Cantonment was taken as a signal
that West Pakistan too had been affected  Closely following
this mncident which claimed over a hundred Ines was a
mysterjous fire i the mults storeyed building of the Water
and Power Development Authority which cost about a
dozen hves and over a crore of rupees

The Pakistani Press reported some stray bomb incidents
1 Guiranwala and Lyallpur In Lahote two motor eycles
were damaged 1 a bomb explosion early 1 that month West
Pakistant newspapers reported mysterious display of hand
written posters in ted ink proclumng slogans similar to
those of Naxalites 1n India

Moscow threw a clear hint through a long article in the
Pravda about the disruptionist activities of the Chinese
Jobby in East Pakistan It was said that the path of sub.
version and sabotage followed by Chinese agents in Ease
Pakistan had clearly exposed the professton of friendstip of
China for Pakistan 8 The Rightist leaders suspected that
conditrons simmilar to the previous years were being created
to sabotage the commg elections

Tt was clear that the extremsts n the National Awam
Party dishked Shetkh Mupbur Rehman s comung into power
Probably their counterparts in India represented thewr views
when one of them condemned Sheskh Mupbur Rehman as
Indias man® In order to justify their ponition, they clamed
to believe ina  people s war aganst exploitation and impen
alsm  Howeser 1t goes to Bhashany s csedit that be never
que<tioped Mupbur Rehman's mtegeity It was impossible
for hum to tessst the pressure of his so-called followers
Probably he thought thar he would be able to organue a

people s war Even 1n Outober he was threateming to
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Mart a peasants struggle The situation created by the
disastrous cyclone in East Pahistan n November 1970 gave
im an opportumty to announce that his party would boy-
cott the elections
Bhutto refused to enter mnto an alllance with any other
party While he clamed to be the supporter of Islamic
socialism and demanded the end of the military rule he
mdulged 1 delivering ant: Indian speeches He promised
his supporters to liberate Kashmir and annex Assam Tn-
pura and many other Indian terntories to Pakistan
It was said at thattime that by giving East Palustan a
majonty m the Constituent Assembly the President has
taken .ome of the heat out of Shetkh Mujybur Rehmans
six point charter of autonomy This means that the com-
petition between him and Maulana Bhasham whose h
1s on social justice rather than autonomy becomes more
equal. There 15 less lLikelihood therefore of the Shetkh
sweeping the polls And as seats in the eastern wing get
divided there will b. little chan-e of a B.ngali party
domina g the A bly % In all probability Yahya Khan
also relied on suchlike calculation  In addition to this he
thought that reactionary parties ke the Jamaat Islam: would
be able to divide Bengali votes and the supporters of
complete autonomy would not be able to assert themselves
The outbreak of ¢ 1 niots 1n Ahmedabad Bh d
and Allahabad provided Bhutto Miudood: and Abdul
Qayyum with an opportunity to create coamunal tension m
Pakistan In August 1970 more than 22 000 non Mushm
Bengahs were forced to seek refuge n India  The Govern-
ment of India expressed sertous concern over the safety of
the non Mushm mimonties in East Bengal Mr Samar Guha
member of the Lok Sabha pomted out that under the new
constitutional scheme of Pakistan the new Parliament to be
elected would be strictly on the basis of population and not
on the basis of panty between the eastern and western wings
as had been the case earlier  Representation on the basis of
population would give East Pakistan a preponderance m the
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future Parliam o of Pakistan which the Waet Pakistinss did
not relih, Therefore Wes  Pakis it elomenes  were
enpineering the exodus of the minoritis from Lase Pakstan
w0 thy 1 populttion would te reduced Eist Pakistan
had bon domandimg autonomy and 1 was posuble that
Sheskh Muntur Rehmanssix poin charter for East Pakistan
would Income sercustible It was even possible that Esse
Piki tin would eventunlly by come independent

The Freeenl Affurs Miuster Saedar Swoiran Singh
agreod with the wnalvas of Me &mar Guh (PSP) that the
exodus wis engineered by Wese Pikisean agents Grung the
hee ¢ nugrations figurce the Munsster said  since January 1
this year upto August 5 more ehin 160000 persons belong
1ng to the Hindu minonity of East Pakistin had migrated to
India  Of these 111589 irns buen disperscd 15,571 were 1n
camps awutng dispersal s

While Mupbur Rehman blamed this exedus on religs
ous fanatics and reacttonaries Abdul Qiyyum and Maudood:
dubbed the Sheshh a trattor  Ae the same time President
Yahya Khan made allegations agemst India of hclping

certamn forces in Pakistan  to harass that State®  Almost

all the ry leaders d with one anothet in 2
hate India campaign  Cries of Jehad agamnst India were
bemng heard with mcreasing frequency Not only reckless
leaders like Bhutto and Qayyum Khan started advocating
a doordie line but even comparative moderate Jeaders like
Air Marshal Noor hhan and Nawabz1da Nasarullah Khan
of PDP took up the antt Indian chorus Noor Khan for
example sad that however unpalatable 1t may appear to
many people there 1s no escape from the path of arms
agamnst India if we are serious about the hberation of
Kashmir  Addressing 2 public meeting near Sargodha mn
West Pakistan Noor Khan said that just as India recerved a
Iieking 1n 1965 a fitting answer 1s now required to teach her
the way she should behave towards helpless mmorities  The
Nawabzada sard  Indiz agam 1s calling for a Mohammad
Bin Qasim who can rescue hapless Mushms and teach the
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Hindus 2 lesson  The Premdent of the Pakistan Mushm
League (Anti Ayub group) condemned the activities of
Muyib ur Rehman and Wali khan He warned that an
inteenational conspiracy was bemng hatched to establisha
government of Indias Lking in Pakistan He added that
such an attempt was bemng made .o that Pakistan forgot all
about its dispute with India  He feared that certam elements
within Pakistan were also a party to this dangerous game ™
The so called pattiots warned Sheith Munb ue Rehman that
he should not talk hke a dictator about imposing a new
regime on Pakistan  If he introduced a socialist order 1t
would result 1n bloodshed and ke alone would be responsi-
ble for 1t The report added that Hashum Suleman Lakbhandy
President of World Mushim Welfare Associatton said m a
statement that the Muslms of the world could not tolerate
socialism  He asked the Sheskh to try to understand the
holy Quran and realize that an Islamic State should be set up
mstead of a Socialist State® Maulana Ghulam Ghaus
Hazarvi General Secretary of the Jamart-ul Ulema address-
mng a meeting at Peshawar said that if his party came to
power all thoe who faled to offer prayers would be
put behind the bars  He warned the supporters of soctalism
that we have lathis 1n our hands and will strike hard at the
proper ime * Maulana Abdul Khalil General Secretary
of Jamaat Tslam said at a public m..ting m Chanpur East
Pakistan that the US A was utilistng Indian agents 1n East
Pakistan to render dis ervice to Pakistan and the employees
of the US Embassy were active visiting vallages to support
Sheskh Mujibur-Rehman®  Mohammad Ali Kasurr Vice-
President Pakistan Democratic Party alleged that the
Awami League wanted to undo the Partition He charged the
party with getting foreign money
While the opponents of the Awami League were busy
creating a tense atmosphere the President was trying to
boost hus own personality  His Government secured Mirage
Fighter planes from France got promise of aid from America
and was able to secure Chinese economic aid and support
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agunst Tndiv The promulgation of an Ordinance™ to
provide compulory military traiing to esery mal. citizen
who had attuned the nge of 18 criated o sensation through
out the country It was 1ccompanted by alfegations that
Indit was prepating for war aganst Pakistan, New Delln
had alrerdy roeaned news repores that the Pakistin Govern-
ment was scnding troops to East Pakstan.  The Indian
Difince Mimster disclosed thit a new armoured rogiment
bid been inducted and additional troops wure being razsed
He «ud that the Government was aware of the threat of
gucrilla warfare not only in Assam but also 1n hashmir
He said  These desclopmunt mught be due to the internal
situation there ™

Inthe meantime 2 evere cyclonic <storm swept over the
entice coastal bede and off shore rslands of East Bangal on
November 13 According to reports published n the Pakistant
Press about two lakh human lLives were Jost in this hurricane
Houses and crops in Sendwip and hutubidur were completely
washed away by tidal waves which went as high as 12 to 15
feet It was stated that most of the people in Sudhaman
Company Gan) Ramgate and Hatia islands parshed The
paddy fields in Nawakhalt districe were seen Littered with
bodies and carca ses of cattle®® The East Pakistan Press
quoted BBC to disclose that the meteorological authonties
1n East Pakistan 1gnored repeated warnings from the Amer:
can weather satellite of a gathering cyclone in the Bay of
Bengal Tt was said that the United States weather satellite
first took pictures of a gathening cyclone on November 6
and a warming that it was of dangerous proportions was
conveyed to the Pakistam meteorological authorities on
Navember 7 Asthe gathering eyclone became more mena
cing the American weather admimistration repeated the
warmngs to Pakistan on each successive day untit Novernber
1297 The Pabistan Observer complamned that even after
eight days of this grave disaster no orgamsed efforts were
beng made to rush succour to the affected people There
were m ny places which no offictal had visited  The victims
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who had been thrown out of their homes by the disaster were
facing a Iife and death struggle in the absence of any relief
from the Government®® It was alleged that the top bureau-
crats were active in concealing the magmtude of the loss of
Twes®™  Accordmg to unofficial reports recened on Novem-
ber 20 the death toll exceeded 650000 but the official
agencies stated 1t to be only 340001 Fifty two advocates
of the Dacca High Court demanded a high power judicial
mquiry mto this bunglng ! Eat Pakistant students i
London staged protest demonstrations 1n front of the Pakistan
High Commusston®  ‘The captain of a Pakistam ship was
accused of having dechined to rescue a number of survivors
floating on the hugh sea 60 miles off the coast of Chittagong 10
The 1rony of the situation was that even at the time of this
tragic disaster the opponents of the Awamu League had no
words of sympathy for the unfortnate Bangah people With
the exception of Wali Khan no political leader from West
Pakistan visited East Pakistan during those days  They
contimied to mdulge in a mud throwing campaign agamnst
Mupbur Rehman, Even the Bengali president of the Pro-
Ayub Mushm League Farul Qadir sad that Rehman had
adopted the Hindu slogan of Jor Bangla to dismember
Pakistan *  This enraged public opmion in Bengal Mastur
Rehman General Secretary of the East Pakistan National
Awami Party (Bhasham: Group) warned that Gherao and
Jalao would be started if the Government failed to punish
the officials posted i the cyclone affected areas Bhasham
withdrew his candidates from the el He
accused President Yahya Khan and his cabmmet of extreme
callousness and apathy towards the wictims of the cyclone
He coticised Ministers for not wisiting East Pakistan and
said that they would not have done so even if 10 million
people had died He threatened toorganie a mass ants.
Gow and d a five-day protest
throughout the country 105 _
The Government of India offered one crore rupees for
zelief to the cyclone stricken people  India alo offered
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helicopters and trucks for distribution of aid and allowed
Pakistant and foreign planes carrying supplies to East Pakis
tan to overfly her terntory The Pakistan Government
hesitated  The Press m West Pakistan urged the Pakistan
Government not to accept this offer from its enemies ¥
West Palustani Press lost no opportunity n playing up a
false repott cuculated by Radio Pakistan that Indra had
refused permussion to the Iraman aircraft carrymg relief
supphies to land at Calcutta arrport for the purpose of
refueling These newspapers arculated another false report
that India had started warlike preparations i her territory
along the Pakistan enclaves near the Dahagram and Rangpur-
Coach Bihar borders It was further reported that the East
Pikistan Government had lodged a strong protest with the
Government of West Bengal agamst such hostile and provo
cative actnities of the Indian Army personnel 107
Sheikh Muybur Rehman and his colfeagues went on tour
m the cvclone affected are1s He organised relief camps
On November 26 1970 he isued a lengthy statement in
which he accused the Palsstani authorities of adopting 2
callous attitude towards B ngalis While he appreciared
the generous asst.tance recerved from abroad he sard thar
it only underlned the tardmness and callousness of our
own rulers  Pakistap was enjoying a bumper wheat crop
and 1t was mome that the first aid of foodgrams to reach
them was from abroad While they had a substantial army
stationed 1n West Paksstan 1f was Jeft to the Briish manmnes
o bury our dead in Fatnakbali While foreign countries
were offerng us assistance withio 2 couple of days of the
dr aster beng made public 1¢ took our Central Goverr-
renr ten days to allet Rs 5erores for relied  He asked
Is this why we have channellised 605 of our budget to the
Defence Service ? Is this way the jute growers of Bangla
De b have starved so chit the caputalists w karachs and
Lyallpur can prosper > He added \Where are tho e nillars
of national integration those sell appoin ed apo tle of lslam
Maufana Maudood: Abdul Qayyum Ahan Muan Muomtaz
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daultana, Nawabzada Nasarullah Khan and other West
akistami leaders today ? They have not found tme to
ome even fora dayto Bangla Deshto extend sympathy
ind succour to the sunivors  Hesad  We are confirmed
n out conviction today that if we are to save the people of
Jangla Desh from the ravages of nature as of their fellow-
nen we must attam full regional autonomy on the basis
f the six pomt formula 0

In August Right wing group headed by the Jamaat
Islami stasted a loud chorus that October was not a smitable
month for holding elections The a sociation with the
pro-Establishment groups lihe the Qayyum Mushm League
made 1t clear that postponement was round the corner
All of asudden the Chief Election Commissioner Justice
Abdus Sattar <aid the Government was seriously thinking
the request of a large number of political orgamsations in
East Pakistan to postpone the elections As opposed to
this Sheshh Mupbur Rehman and other popular leaders
pomnted out that postponement would only complicate
matters Sigmuficantly all groups known to have sizeable
followmng 1p East Bengal were opposed to postponement
However the Chief Electton Commussioner postponed the
elections on the plea that due to heavy ramn the people n
the country side would not be able to participate It was
dectded to hold elections m December This announcement
was ntespretted as indication that 1n any confrontation with
the Awami League and the Rught-wing the Yahya admums
tration would back the latter The authonties sard that
the floods provided a conventent pretext Shetkh Mupbur
Rehman denounced this decision but the Jamaat Istamm
halleditasa very wise and farsighted step  The Vice-
President of the Awam: League in West Pakistan Sher Gul
Khan said  The decision to postpone elections and sts
approval shows that high ups were 1n league with the anti-
people forces to throttle the struggle for democracy

In all probability this deciston wa. made to prowide more
time to Right-wing groups to mcite the religious sentiments of
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the Muslhims agamnst the Awami League and the Natronal
Awami Party

In November the air was thick with rumours that the
elections would be postponed fo1 an ndefirite pertod

The leaders of Jamaat Islamt agam demanded further
rostponement on account of cyclone On November 28
the New York Tumes quoted Sheikh Munbur Rehman as
warning the Pakistan: Central Covernment that if national
elections were postponed on account of cyclone damage I
hall go for a total struggle for secession of East Pakistan

The New York Times corr dent noted that el
lave already been postponed once after floods A second
postponement probably would be regarded 1n East Pakistan
as merely an excuse for continuing the present martial law
regime and with it West Pakistan dommation over East
Pakistan ~ Sherkh Munbur Rebman told a news conference
attended by the New Yorl Times correspondent Our
present experience has brought into sharp focus the basic
truth that every Bangal: has felt 1n hus bones that we have
been treated too long as a colony and a market and that we
have been dented our birth night as free citizens of an inde
pendent State  The feeling now prevails not just m towns
and amongst the educated bu 1n every village home 1n
every lum 1n those islands amongst therr dead that we must
rule our elves The correspondent of the New York
Times wrote  Sheikh Mupbur Rehman who 1s expected
by most observers to emerge as Pakistans Prime Minister
i any free election sad he was not yet  considuring
cecession but if the polls are fru trated the people of Bengal
will owe 1t to the miflion who hasve died to make the supreme
acnifice of another mullion Ines if need be so that we can
Ine as free people

Almost every American news despatch had reported the
fueling 1n Eaet Pakistan thar the  Cen ral Government "which
15 run from West Pakictan and 1s controlled by the Pumabie
did not press relief efforts afrer the cyclone and there af er
proved rs callousn.ss and indifferency 1o the plight of the
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poorer and more populous East  The falure of the Pakistan
Government made some Amencans—~who have held that
m developng countries mifitary regimes are more eflicrent
than democratic gavernments—question their beliefs

In view of the disaster created by the cyclone in East
Pakustan the Chief Election Commussioner announced tte
postponement of elections for nne National Assembly and
19 Provincial Assembly seats The leaders of the Natiomil
Awami Party Maulana Bhashami and the leader of the
Pakistan National League Ataur Rehman Khan  announced
the withdrawal of their candidates from the coming general
elections The Maulana sad that he had no faith n elec-
tions Mr Attaur Rebman smd that Mupb was the last
foothold of the capitalists who wanted to thwart the peo-
ple s movement for freedom 0%

Earlier leaders of all the political parties were allowed
to appear on television to explain their election mamfestos
While Shetkh Mujibur Rehman explamed the fi of
Tus six point programme  the President of the Convention
Mushim League Mr Fazlul Qudir said he fasoured maxi-
mum autonomy for the provinces He said that the Hindu
communalists of India had not accepted the creation of
Pakistan from within their hearts  India has always been
trying to damage Pakistan whenever it can and m whatever
way 1t can and end 1ts existence so that the Mushms are
forced to take refuge m India  Thisis the unholy design
for which Indran mmperalsm committed aggression against
Pakistan m 1065 * 10

Nurul Amin President of the Pakistan Democratic Partv
said that lus party stood for the restoration of real demo
cracy and to ensure Islamic social justice He said that he
wanked the Federal Parlumentasy Govermment to avvuse
complete autonomy to the provinces Subjects hike defence
foreign policy currency federal finances inter-provincial
and foreign trade and communications would be with the
Centre ' Khan Abdul Qayyum Khan President of the
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Pakistan Mushm League (antt Ayub group) sad that his
party would remove poverty He stood for 2 strong Cen
tre ™' The Chuef of the Pakistan Muslim League (Council)
Mian Mumtaz Davltana said his party was determined to
ensure observance of the Islamic way of Ife. He stood for
democracy without sts and buts pretences or prevarica-
tions He was pledged to stop the flight of capital from
East Pakistan to bring at par the effective fightmg and fire
power of the defence services in the two wings and to shift
the Naval Headquarters to East Pakistan He sought
similar panity m all services and the central establishment
for East Pakistan #

Maulana Bhashani said that the new constitution could
acqmre populnr sanction only if 1t was framed with a view
to fically the of wortkers and
peasants He was of the view that such a constitution
could be framed if representation was given in the National
Assembly on population basts to workers  peasants
and low paird employees who constituted 90 per cent of
the population He said I hope through the ensumng
elections the problems of education food end clothing
flood control regional autonomy for both wings of Pakistan
will be solved intergmty of Pakistan will be strengthened
welfire wifl be brought to the people of Pakistan, and goodwll
and love betacen the two wings of Pakistan will increase
He was full of praise for the Pakistam army for having
defended the sovereignty of the country by showing examp
lary courage and brwery dunng the 1955 war  However
he hoped that the 1rmed forces wall not have to be frquene
1y callcd out for admunmistratise purpo.es in a democratic
country bucause the responsibilty of the armed forces s to
defund the coun ry ¥

Mr ASM Suleman President of Rrshak Sramie
Party did not touch the quetion of provincial autonomy
He warted a derrecratic society ba ed on the principles of
Is'am in which there was ro exploitation, He 21d that the
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country should have a federal government and the constitu
ent provmees should be known as States like other countries
havmng a federal type of government.*

Maulana Maudoodi Chief of the Jamaat Islamz said that
be wanted ta establish an Islamic society on the foundations
of the Islamic prineiples as explained i the Quran  He was
opposed to socialism but supported the Islamic principles of
jastice  He supported internal autonomy for the provinces
but wanted to bave 2 strong centre  He 15 reported to have
said m 2 press conference at Lahore that the Jamaat, if
returned to power would ban music because the Holy
Prophet had stated that the destruction of musical snstrument
was inchuded n hus mussion !

The election mamfesto of the Jamaat Islami demanded
Pakistans withdrawal from the SEATO and CENTO and
the removal of all Western mfluence. particularly American
The Maulana 11n  public speeches also denounced the
Amerrcans for what he called persistenly ant1 Islamic policy
pursued by policy makers in Washington  However the
Maulana was out to fight against the forces of socialism and

ecularism which he condemned as enemies of Islam Wrting

editorsally m his paper he .aid  Conditions 1n Palastan are
almost hke those which prevailed i Indonesia in 1965
If the pro Islamic forces do not act m time there 1s every
possibihity that a consprracy by ant1 God and pro communist
elements would succeed m Pakistan even though 1t was
crushed i Indonessa / 116

‘The Chairman of the Peoples Party of Pakistan (PPP)
Mr Bhutto said that be stood focI lamc socialsm He
stood for a strong Centre and strengfthemung of Pakistans
relations with socialist and ant: imperalistic countries  He
supported hashmits fight for freedom The Palistan
Democratic Front led by Mohammad Alt Kasurt and Nuryl
Amin supported p 1 Maul Ghulam
Ghaus Hazarvi President of Jimart ¢ Ulema e Islam  stood
for the establishment of an Islamic State Air Marshal
Asghr Khan, Chayrman of Tebnk e Istiglul, supported the
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canception of provincial autonomy GM Syed Charrman
of the Sind United Front supported the conception of
provincial autonomy He stood for socialism

While Bhutto critiersed the Awam: leaders he himself
was the target of almost all the other political partes
Lt General Sarfraz Khan a2 newly wutiated leader of the
nght wing of the PDP said Bhutto was in the pay of the
CIA He demanded an enquicy into the financial assets of
Bhutto and challenged bum to face an mndependent enquiry
to disprove the allegation that he was an American agent,™

Mehmood Al Kasurt who had jomed the Peoples Party
cteated a sensation by disclosing that Amenca was heavily
financing the election campaign of some of the parties
especially the Qayyum Mushm League and the Jamaat Islam:
Giving 2 concrete instance hasurt pomnted out that enly
recently a private loan amounting to over Rs 70 Jakhs was
gnen by an unknown Amernican firm to a polwscal and
business non entity a certain Mahk Noor Hayat Khan
Noor Hayat khans only quabfication was that he wasa
relation of Qayyum who was dered as the mam pohtical
agent of Yahya Khan  This loan was supposed to have been
gtven wrthout any project Teport or any other formalities
beng completed A more scandalons aspect of the so-called
{oan was that 1t had been provided on a completely unted
basis leaving the reciprent to decide the way the money was
to be spent It was sigmficant that m spite of repeated
demands for a thorough enquiry into the circumstances
Teading to the grantmng of this loan the Government dismissed
the whole affair as merely a pnvate transaction %

Almase all the reactionary and opportumst parhies m
West Pakistan were oppased to the Awam: League While
their leaders dubbed Sheskh Mupbur Rehman as a traitor
they were busy in orgamsing para military groups to fight
again ¢ the enemees of Islam  While Major General Umrao
Khan orgamsed such a force for the Jamaat Islami Major-
General Akbar Khan announced that over a lakh of educated
young men had algeady offered to tom the “Peoples Force
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a5
sponsored by Phutto Shorash Kas'mm:%( a well-known Urdu
Journalist of Lahore orgamsed a Sarfarash Tanzm (Swede
Squad) Members of the organisation were supposed to get
tagh guality trammg for celf defence by retired military
officials and were professedly bang dto el all
ant Pakistan and ant Indian elements such as socialssts
seculansts and the regionalists  According to a claim®*made n
Chatten the Tanzi had alteady encolled over 10000 volun-
teers spread all over West Pakistan,

The National Awami Party (Wah ¥han Group)
announced the formation of a * Red Shit  orgamsation to
defend s public meetmgs and processions from  faseast
violence  Maulana Bbashani s National Awami Party had
already orgamsed a large group of young men under the
name of Red Volunteers ™™

Following 1n the foot steps of Air Marshal Asghar Khan
Asr Marshal Noor Khan General Avam Khan and a number
of other former officers of the Pakistan Army were anxions
to capture the pohtical power While serying generals
were struggling to maintam their control over the admnistra
tion the reticed ones decided te play a key role mthe
oppostion  Major General  Fazal Maquemm and Major-

General Umarao Xhan joned the ranks of Jamaat Istamy
to fight againstthe enemies of Islam

The*former was
considered to ke very close to ex President Ayub Khan who

bad entrusted hum to wsite the official hustory of the Pakustan
Army He now took upon himself the task of orgamsing

the para miltary volunteer Ecoup of the Jam.
aat Isl
They declared ther bitter o

opposition ta all foreign
and ants Pakistan ideas Iike secularism socsalism and Hindu-
cultural influences 10

Major General Sarfaraz Khan whose name was woven
into the myth of bis hasmg been a great soldier as 1 defen~

der of Lahore n the 1965
Demce 2 war jomed the Pakistan

While General Azam Kha

n jommed the €
League, Major General Ghula s et Mushm

m Jadam  a relation of Asub
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Whatever the substance of this news mght be all these
Teaders excluding Ayub hhan met together

1t seems that while the Sheikh appreciated Wali Khans
gesture and was prepared to discuss political co operation
with Bhutto after the elections he was opposed to any poll
albance As Bhutto was aspiring to become the next Prime
Minister he wanted to have adjustment of seatsn East
Bengal The Sheikh refused to oblige hum Bhutto had
already announced that his party would contest all the scats
for the National Assembly from West Pakistan and would
put up candrdates for most of the seats m East Bengal * ¢

In the last week of November 1970 President Yahva
Khan reached Dacca He had just completed s State
vt to China  The Chmese leaders had assured him of
substantsal economic aid and supported Pakistans views
on the Kashmir problem Flushed with this wvictory the
President warned the politicians that if the elected represen
tatives of the people refuced to acceptthe LFQ (the Legal
Framework Order) based on the Five Principles as far 1s
Tam concerned I will take 1t that they have not taken
part m the elections Martial Law continues and it shall
continue

The President charged India with not yet reconerhing

itself to our .eparate exsstence  Explammg his concepticn
of provinenl autonomy the President said  East Palustan
must have complete autonomy within the overall frameworh
of one Pakistan  His Government he claimed had recog-
msed the factthat the so called strong centre would be a
meaningless concept unless the one wing of the countrv
separated by hundreds of mules of hostile termtory and
imhabited by the majonty of the population did not have
adequate powers of self government,

It had therefore been decided to grant the maximum
~anamy ta Bast Drleatam s wis sperative That e
people of this wing should have more say in the affaics
of the country They must have the full control of
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their distiny and should take full charge of planning and

utilisation of resources

On a question about the tendency of separatism n East
Pakistan the President sard that the East Pakistanss were
2 majority How can a majorsty separate jtself from a
mmonty ' he asked Asked to comment on the six pomnt
programme of the Awami League the Presdent retorted
that he would go by his own five pomnts reflected mn the
Legal Framework Order

He made 1t clear that the proposed Natrona! Assembly
would pot be a sovereign body ‘The soveregnty of the
National Assembly he emphasised  will come only when
I have handed over poner Until then evervthing 15 under
the covered umbrella of Martial Law?  The President
reterated this warnmg on December 3 four days before
the country s fitst general elections since the establishment
of Paksistan In a broadcast to the nation he said that
sovereignty would come to people only on the conclusion
of the last pha e of his plan The frammng of the Const1
tution he said would te the first phase of this plan and he
evpected that the Constitution would be frimed withm his
Legal Framework Order Addressmg those who would
constitute the Assembly the President saxd that they should
usefully employ the period between the elecrion and the
first meeting of the Assembly to get together and arnve at
2 consensus on the provisions of the Constitution That
would call for a spint of grve and take

Although the elections had nothing to do with Indra
the President 1n his message to the pation attacked Indias
attitude on the Kashmr and Farakka disputes While he boas
ted of haumg strengthened frrendly relations with China
and the Soviet Umon he sasd that India was the only country
with which Pakistan s relations were not expanding * ©

This was a clear warmng to the supporters of the six
point programme for complete provincial autonomy ‘The
President s statement meant that he had already made up
lus mind about the future constitutional set up of Pakistan,
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the Sindhi intellectuals were proud of their culture Therd
was a consistent clamour for the revival of the secular
culture of Sind There waseven a Jar Sind movement
by students with the object of reviving therr composite
culture The natiopalists elements in  Baluchistan hated
Punjab: dommation Naturally Baluch leaders lke Abdus
Samad Khan Prince Abdul Karun and Sardar Bagh had
jomed hands with Walt hhan Even the Urdu speaking
refugee population of Karachi had started looking to the
Shetkh  Their leaders deminded a separate autonomous
province of Karachs 12

The Punjab: leaders sncluding Davltana and Air Marshal
Noor khhan were opposed to Pathan dommation They
openly accused the Dictator of having deprived the due
share of the Punjab n the services It was said that although
the Punjabts conttnue to provide the bulk of men to the coun
try s armed forces the present leadership 1s heavily domuna
ted by the Pathans A political commentator wrote

It appears to be a calculated move on the part (f the

Pathan leaders of the army to make an informal umted

front with other non Pumab: officers so that the Punjab

hegemony could be broken Itis notan accident that

out of the 13 top posts held by the military officers n

the admmstration of the country only three have

gone to the Punjabis  Out of the five provincial Gover
nors only one belonds to Puniab  Except for the Chref
of the Air Force there 1s no Punjab: representative on
General Yahya Khans supreme command of Martial

Law ‘The Punjab itself has been placed under the Urdu
speahing refugee officer Lt General Augqur Rehman

The Martial Law Admnmstrator for the Punpab s a

Pathan %

All these efements were opposed to Bhutto and Qayyum
Khan Probably the Dictator never thought that these
elements could come to an understandimg with the Bengalis

It may be recalled that Air Marshal Noor Rhan who
was forced to resign from the Governorship of the Punpab

-~
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atrue Mushm ™ In order to provoke the Bengalis Indi
was charged with conspiing to starve the Bengalis by
refusing to concede Pakistan s demands about the Farrakka
Barrage ™
‘While the West Pakistan: leaders were bitterly criticis
mg the six pomnt programme of the Awamj League the
Shetkh recenved a number of threatening letters from West
Pakistan A foreign news agency hinted this mn a despatch
which ran thus
The man regarded as having the largest poltical follow
g m East Pakistan  Sheikh Munbur Rehman  48-year-
old Awami League leader glumly considers assassination
when he talks of hss first campaign trip to West Pakis
tan a journey he has postponed four times since the army
rulers Itfted the ban on political campaigning i January
last
If anyone kills me 1t will bethe emancipation of my

he said 1n an nterview, referrmg to the danger

reople
13

of a split between East and West Pakistan

Sheikh Mupbur Rehman censured those who were malig
ning lum and his party as traitors to Islam  Addressing a
large public meetng he sad the cry of Islam by a section
of Ulema was meant only to deceive people when they were
struggling to get back their nights through elections The
cry of Islam he sard was meant to continue the explostation
of Bengal He diplored that Bengalis despite thetr majonty
had been densed their due shate m admmustration and other
spheres and said that mutjafars of Bengal were more
responsible than West Pakistanis for the poor plight of
Bengalies He urged people to weed out what he called
political parasies through the comng elections and get
united to fight out their case in the assembly ¥

¥t may be recalled thit the Shetkh had mad: his position
cliar about hashmir and the Farakka Barrage mn hus
speeches. Hesud  We emphasis. the importance of a just
settlement of the Kashaur dispu e 1n accordance with the
UN resolution  The threat to the economy of Bengal posed
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by the construction of the Farakka Barrage must be
mmediately met P

! n'll'wo signuficant events marked the closing of the election
campaign The leader of the National Awami Party,
Maulana Bhashant 1ssued a statement on December 7 calling
for an independent State of East Pakistan with at best a
loose federation with sovereignty of the State 1%

Addressing a gathening of 1bout 50 000 the higgest in the
recent hustory of the town of Bhola he said that the 1965 war
with India and the Jast cyclone had opened our eyes that
West Pakistan could not come to our ard in case of need—
and this was nghtly admutted duting the framung of the
Lahors Resolutton He called upon Sherkh Muybur-
Rehmanand others to jom hum 1n hus last fight for freedom
of East Bengal and no to run after the mirage of
for power under the dictation and contro] of these
and betrayers to East Pakistan s legitimate and just

The Pakstan Governm.nt charged the Inlea
with invading the Pakistam enclave of Ba;
the Mushm population there. Undo
election gimmick but the Pakistan Pres:
were bent upon rousing anti Indian seng,

ged that1t wasa deliberate and pre planned killing of the
Bengalis  The Pakistan Times contended thy, the eident
was 2 maked and unprovoked plecef,{ﬂggm”mn', The
paper allowing ts mmagmation to run fot sa1d tht the
mvadmg thugs roasted httle children alive and kidnapped
young Mushm garls ™ A story wag nvented that tha Indian
authoritres had refused to allow 5 relief
feam from Pakistan
to enter Batrigach The Uprg, pa
Pe1s  notably cJung
Maskng Imroze and Nawai Wy sad
'd that 1t was a regular
ttack on Pakistan Tt was allegeq th o+
o A1 was  the bigge:
attack on Pakistan: territory by Indi, e
3 N aggre sors since ¢
September 1965 war ™ The py,y tlat of Lahore <™
that Indra had tried to strike at¢] of La &
To0t3 of Pakystan ex?
at the ume when the Bengal, und o th
greatest tragedies of humap 3, Undergone one @

election
tyrants
cause 1%
n Army
trigach and Jalling
ubedly 1t was an
s and radio stations
ments The Dawn alle-
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were busy sn saung the Inus of midhons of unfortunate
Bengalis 2 e 1w difficule to understand the motive behund
Bhasham s statemunt Whether he demanded the establish
men of an Indupendent State of Bengal out of poliscal
frustration or 1 was a polti-al manceuyre to strengthen
Mupbur Rehmans hands in political bargaining 1n the next
few days  Asnshrewed political observer he might have
foruscen that ¢h. Dictator wounld never concede the Awami
Leagues dumands and 1n chat case the peoph must be
prepared to launch a final straggle  Anybow the Maulanz
and none els. could provide a satisfactory answer o this
question.}®  However one thing was crystal clear The
Ductator through s Lugal Framenork Order had already
made up hus mind that he would not in any crreumstances
concede complet. autonomy to Bengal as cnvisaged 1n the
six pomnt charter of the Awanu League

It may ke recalled that the National Awamr Party
(Bhashans and Muzaffax Ahmed Groups) m Eact Bengal
bad already decided to boyrott the elections The National
Progresssve League beaded by Attaur Rehman had stmdlacly
decided not to putup its candidates onthe ground that
the proposed Constituent Assembly would nesther be free
nor soveregn mn frammg the Constitutton Ex Jutice
SM Murshid also decided to boycott the elctions on the
same ground Shethh Muybur Rehman was under heavy
pressure from a large number of his colleagues and workers
who wanted to prepare the masses to launch a mass struggle
for autonomy However the Sheikh refused to change hus
mind  He behesed 1na constiutional struggle  He did noe
believen violence The Press m East Pakistan reported
that asa pro es agamst the deczsion to fight elections under
the bogus system outhned i the Legal Frameworh Order
a large number of district level workers mcluding the
provincial treasurer have Jomed the Natwonal Progressive
League orgamised by Attaur Rebman

Amena Begum an promimnent leader of the Awam: League
was one of these rebels She opposed Shekh Munbur
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Rehman from Dacca North-East Constituency as a candi
date of the newly formed Bangla National League She
was however defeated by more than one lakh and twenty
thousand votes She also lost her deposit

The elections gave a landshde victory to the Awami
League It ecured 160seats out of 162 reserved for East
Bengal 1n the National Assembly and polled 726 per cent
of the total votes cast in East Bengal m the elections to the
National Assembly The Awam: League secured an abso-
lute majorty mn the National Assembly Out of a total
300 elected seats it was able to capture 160 which gave 1t
53.3 per cent of the seats in the National Assembly QOut
of the two seats lost one went to ex Chief Minster Nural
Amn (Pakistan Democtatic Front) and the other to Chukma
Raja Tridev Roy an Independent from the Chttagong
Hill Tracts Later both these leaders anmounced their
decision to support the six point programme of the Awami
League. 1!

The Awami League won a second massive mandate with
the capture of all but etght seats of the provincral legistature

In West Pakistan Bhuttos Peoples Party emerged as
the largest group in the National Assembly It won 81 of
the 136 seats reserved for West Pakistan in the National
Assembly It captured three-fourths of the seats in the
Punjab and two thirds of the seats in Snd  The final party

position that emerged 1n the National Assembly wasas
follows 42

Total seats —300
Awam League ~160
People g Party — 81

PML (Qayyum) -
CML (Daultana) -
Jamaut e-Islam (Ahle Sannat)—
Jamait e-Islam (Hazarvi) —
NAP (Wah) -
Jamaat Yslam: —

B ONNNO
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PML (Convention) -2
PDP — 1
Independents — 16

Later one of the Independent members joined the People s

Party

In the provincmal elections held in the western wing
the National Awamu Party led by Wali Khan emerged as
the largest group n N W F P with 12 out of the 39 seats
filled A close second was the Mushm League faction of
Qayyum Khan with 10 <eats Qayyum wona seat in the
National Assembly but he was defeated n the provincral
elections Bhuttos group secured only three seats The
Peoples Party won 173 <cats out of 180 reserved for the
Punjab Assembly Daultanas Muslim League won six seats
The People s Party won 33 eats out of 59 seats reserved for
the Sind Assembly The National Awami Party emerged
as the single large<t group 1n Baluchistan, 13

While Sheitkh Munbur Rehman successfully contested
for two eats Bhutto won five out of the six constituencies
from where he contested He lost to Muft: Mahmood of
the Jamiat e-Ulama e Islam (Hazarv: group) in Dera Ismail
Khan Constituency

In East Bengal thosc who were routed mcluded the
Convention Mushm League Chief Farlul Qadir Chaudhurt
Professor Muzaffar Ahmed (NAP Wali Group) Prouncial
Jamaat Islami Chref Professor Ghulam Azam Provincial
Mushm League Chief (Daultana Group) Khwaa Khaireddin
Provincial Qayyum Muslim League Chief Hashimuddin
Provincial Tehrik-e Tetiglal  Chref  Mukhesuzzaman and
Provincial NAP Chief BD Habibullah former Central
Ministers  Waterduz Zaman  Abdullak al Mahmood and
Provincial Congress Chief Manoranjan Dhar

In Wes* Pakistan 1ll the former Generals including
Asghar Khan Umrao hhap Sarfraz hhan and Mohammed
Sayeed were routed Two former Chief Secretaries of Fast
Bengal, NM Khan and M hhurshid also suffered defeat
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The Awam Leagues thumpmg wvictory gave a severe
shock to West Pakistan: leaders and rulers who had eather
calenlated that the Awami League would not be able to
secure an absolute majonty with the result that Sheikh
Munbur Rehman would have to come down n orderto
form a coaltion Government However the situation
ansing out of the Government s apathy towards the victims
of the disastrous ¢yclone long standing resentment against
West Pakistan s dommation over East Bengal and reactionary

th hes agamnst Bengali [leadership
had changed the whole atmosphete Added te this the
withdrawal of Bhashan: and Attaur Rehman groups from
the elections strengthened the hands of the Awam leaders
Thus the Awami Ieague emerged victorious and 1t was
generally acclaimed that the elections were a sort of refe-
rendum on the six point programme of the Awam League
The Pakistan Times and The Dawn agreed that it wasa
people s victory ¢ Shetkh Mupbur Rehman declared that
he would now get down to frammng a constitutton which
would guarantee full regional autonomy on the basis of
his party s six point formula  Such a constitution, he said
had to be framed and implemented m all aspects Refer-
rmng to the resounding wictory of the Awami League he
said that thus verdict of the people was in fact a referendum
on his partys six-points and 11 pomnts of the students
Hesad Itisavictory of the suffering millions of Bangla
Desh  He called on the awakened massesin West Pakis-
tan to support us n realismg the deeply cherished aspira-
tions of their Bengalt brothers  He assured them of his
support in their struggle to emamicipate themselves from the
oppression of the feudal lords and other vested interests 3

Qoyyum Khan Bbutto and other extremasts an Wesr
Pakistan were not prepared to tolerate this _ituatton  Abdul
Qayyum s nght hand man in Baluchistan Mir Nabi Baksh
Zahn add a Press Conf m Quetta deplored
the attitude of the new generation which by electing the
chief of the Awamt League from East Bengal with an over
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whelming mafort y Bad rested 17 0 b bande the dictatorial
ronvreard thronn to the winds the Islamic ideology en
which Pakistan had come Into beng under the leadesshup
of tte Quud ¢ A-1m™ " Dhutto ald he waned “a nego-
tated «tlemen® with the Awami l-ader on vial constity
tioral seues ' While be dd not explun thes. “vial
ferues at tlus stage he told Deter Hazelhurs: of The Times
(Londen) that  Fast Bengal could get constrrutional nights
to trade w1 h India provided Sheikh Mupbur Rehman was
wiihing to accept the hashmir issue as 2 national fssue™ !
Bhutto was reforning to Mujibur Rehmans statements tn
which he had sad that due ro the economic conditions
prevailing in East Bengal he was m favour of hfting the
trade Larszers with India  Inthe last week of January 1971
Bhutto 1xsued another statement it which he sard that “full
refional autonomy to East Bengal as envisaged in the
Lahore Resolution of the Mushm League could not be
granted because Assam and Bengal were not included
suthin Pakistan in 1947 Instead the two provnces were
dinided ¥

Abdul Qayyum was also perturbed over the Awnam
Leagues dommating position He ctiticssed the Awami
League 5 sntention to frame the constitution on the basts of srx-
pomnt formula In a statement rssued to the Press he said that
the country would face civil war 3f a constitution framed
by one provunce was mmposed ¢ In another statement
he said that Iis party would not attened the National
Assembly <esston i stew of the unbending' attitude of
Muybur Rehman on the src pomt programme ! !

In the Eeginung the President reframed from expressing
any opsmon wlich rught have objected to by the Bengal
leaders He ev.n s nt congratulatory messages to the lerders
of the winnng parties Ina statement sssued in Rawalpmdi
he called upon the Assembly members to honour therr com
mitments to the electorate who he sard  had reposed ther
confidence m the policies and programmes of thesr parttes %
In the second wech of January 1971, the President went to
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Dacca Shetkh Mupbur Rehman met lim twice Though
the details of the talks were not disclosed the President
saxd that Sherkh Muyibur Rehman was gomg to be the future
Prime Mimister of Pakistan The two leaders hoped that
the National Assembly would soon be convened to meet 1n
Dacca I8

The leaders of the Jammat Islam: were still attacking the
six-pomt programme 'The Rayshahi division branch of the
Jamaat Islami formed a North Bengal Province Movement
Commuttee to launch a2 movement for a seperate province
n the North ! { Maulana Mufts Mahmud Hussain leader of
the Jamaiul Ulema e Pakistan demanded recogmition of
Urdu as the only national language of Pakistan !

In the meantime Maulana Bhast had Iaunched
motement for the establist of an md, dent Sovereign
State of East Pakistan He called upon all people and
parties to support the struggle for the establishment of
soverergn independent East Pakistan on the basis of the
Lahore Resolution He saxd that dumnng the previous 22
yeats much was tolerated in the name of Islam and natio-
nalism Now the time and circumstances and the two-
nation theory had to be adjusted m the hight of re examma-
tion He said that at best we can have a loose federation
with sovereignty of the States 156

While Sheithh Muyibur Rehman nsisted on implementa
tion of hus six pomnt programme Bhutto was opposed to 1t
He knew that Sheikh Mupbur Rehman would be able to
secure support from a number of members b.longing to the
Punjab Sind Baluchistan and the NW F P The Sheikh was
ma position to ignore Bhutto and form a coalition cabinet
In order to forestall this development Bhutto was bent upon
recogntion of kus veto poner

It may be recalled that the Prestdent was insisting on
consultation  between Bhutto and Mupb before the conven-
mg of the National Assembly while Mupb insisted on
holding the session to draft the constitution  After meeting

a
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Mupb the President met Bhutto in Larkana A few days
before this meeting the President told a Press Conference
that the people have given their decision in favour of the
majority parties’ ¥ This meant that Mupb would have to
come to an understanding with Bhutto It was clear from
this statement that the President would not allow the Awami
League to frame a constitution of its iking  Bhutto thus got
the power of veto to sabotage the Awamtformula He
boasted that Punjab and Sind (where he got a decisive
majority) were bastions of power m Pumjab »* To this
Tapuddim Ahmed General Secretary of the Awam League
restorted that the elections had done away with such bastrons
of power

Bhutto met the Shetkh in the Jast week of January 1971
The meeting ended 1n a deadlock\because Bhutto was not
prepared to accept the six pomt formula of the Awami
League He was particularly opposed to the two pomts
relating te the transfer of control over taxation
foreign exchange and foreign trade to the provinces Bhutto
was of the view that sf these subjects were taken over
from the Centre, the Centre would find 1t 1m
possible to pursue an effective foreign pohicy Moreorer
ke mnsuted that s party must share poner with the
Avam League and the Shetkh should accept m prmnciple
that the constitution could not be adopted without the
approval of lus party While the Anam: League msisted
that the Assembly should be called into session not later than
February 15 1971 Bhutto snsisted on pohitical settlement as
a fieststep  He was not ntere ted mn an carly sessionn of the
Ascembly  Army leaders and big businessmen in Pabistan
naturally endorsud his viens  Army leader were opposed
to the six pomnt programme of the Awam: League and they
had expres ed this opinion even as far back as 1909°° It 1s
wrong to assume that the President was favourably inchned
towards the Sheikh I think ther, nas no difference among
the ruling junta on this pont.  The Legal Framework Order
sssued by the Preaident was clear and emphatic on this poine
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Expressing concernat Bhuttos suspected conspiracy m
the blowing up of the Indian plane the paper said Knowing
fully well the implication of the Awami Leagues parhamen
tary majority Mr Bhutto, 1n cohspiracy with other West
Palustan politrcrans has lent support to this scnseless action
of the hijackers so that Pakistan and India are locked
1n another bloody conflict  Should such a contingency arise,
this would obviously dynamite the process of constitution
making and transfer of power to the people 1%

Shertkh Mujibur Rehman Mr Tajuddin (who now heads
the Bangla Desh Gov as its Prime M ) and four
promunent leaders of the Dacca Unnversity Central Students
Union urged the Government to tike efTectise metsurcs
to prevent mnterested quarters from evploiting this situntion
for their nefarious ends '¢*

As the Pakistan Government had refused to hand over
the two culprits to India the Indian Government banned
Pakistant aircraft flights over its territories  Pakistant rulers
with Bhutto started an ant: India propaganda

along

campaign  Bhutto s party organised processtiors 12 which the

hyjackerstoo d Thep r1eed slogany
In Lahore the supporters of

against India and the Sheikh
Bhutto attidcked the offices of the Awam: League
spohesman of the Pakistan Governmen assured the hijickers
whom he called freadom figh ers that it would support their
demand for relea e of Plebuscr ¢ Front workers arees ed
hashmur ¢ The puppet Prosident of the so called Axad
Kashmir Governmenr snd thae a war agunst Inda was
abou to tart ' The Prewsin Wes Pakiran published fic 1
tious reports abou shwgh er of Mwlmy an Stmagar
It was further allegsd it th Hinlas were prepinns to
Kl the Moshas in Dhibat4
The Sheith knew thy 3 zwitm wasbemzerez ed to
aboeage bis plan. Immedaely af er Bl »tos deparure
from Dacea the Stexh told peavmen 1 whilibowns
antoes 1o seek co-cners on frem B o avd cthers b and
bs pary were comm ed €3 the peicle o fuve thom

1 A
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constitution on the basis of s six pomts  that the Assembly
should be convened at the earliest moment so that a consti-
tutton was framed and a cimhan government came 1n without
delay %7 In another statement he said that hus party was
m & majortty m Pakistan and it could frame a constitution
but sl <ought the co operation of others He sad If
anyone refuses to co operate 1t will be hus responsibility
He warned * Paksstans politics 15 the politics of conspiracy
and mtrigue. Conspiracy has not yet stopped 1t 1s stifl gomng
on  But since the Bengahs have learnt o shed blood nomne
can stop them any more  We must frame the constitution on
the bass of the six pomts 1

In the meantime an attempt to murder Sherkh Mujibur
Rehman on January 1 1971 spread the wave of anger
throughout the province Mr Tamddin Ahmed General
Secretary of the Awam League 1n a press statement
i Dacca on February 9 sad A young man was
caught while he was pressing his way inside the residence
of Shejkh Munbur Rehman on the plea of having a private
talk with um He had a sharp dagger concealed on s
person  After he was hauled up he disclosed that he went
there with the mission of killing Sheikh Sahtb  He further
disclosed that he was commssioned for this purpose by an
organs ed gang which gave lum tramung and wnstructions for
infiicting 2 mortal myury on Mupb Sahib to bring an end to
fus hfe

Mr Tuddin Abmed added

Tt also transpired from hum that a very powerful orga-

nred retwork 15 m action m different places to seize

an opportumty to kil the Awam League Chief The

young man gave out his identity 15 Ghulam Mustafa alias

Kahin son of Saddiqur Rehman of village Durlavpur

District Comla

Sheitkh Munbur Rehman, addressing a public meeting at
Mathbar (Barsiald said

“The nttempt on my hife 13 1n puruance of a conspiracy

tokill me  Already our enemies have Lilied my party s
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MPA clect from Patny the I e Rafiqul Ahmed and a
party workerin b hulnt I wien these corctionarses that
the people will nog tolerate political murders

The Shetkh adss od he party volunteers toge themeelves
armed with bamboo eicks ™ He end people who lost
i the elections aere msn aken to tlunk that they could delver
the foods to the coun ry by killing people hike thieves and
dacoits an the darkn v of night 0

Bhutto was sl bent upon confusing the whole atmosphcre
with a0 ants Indian bogey  Flie spoke man th encket player
RKardar announced that he would not allow the Indtan foor
hallteam o come ro Lahore Indi1 s tn on Paketan aircrafes
fight over her torrrors hd to ann Indian demonstrations
and attacks on the Lunlding of the Indiin High Commission
in Islamabad  This created pame among mmorities A
number of Hindu fimilis 1n Sind were forced to leave
Pakstan ™ Bhutto 1ssured the so eallid Nation1] Liberation
Front that lus Government would lelp in libcrating the
valley
The Prusident took a further step to prove hus bhonafides
On Felrarrsy 13 he apnounced that the National Assembly
would meet 1t Dicct on March 3 He sud that the National
Assembly should complete the framung of the Constitution
by June 20 '1*

Although the wis 1pp
victory of the Awam League 1t was clear that the President
had nat canclled the so called Legal Framework Order
A foreign observer wirned that the President had already
snterpreted hus order He said  “The Constitution 15 not an
ordinary piece of legislation but 1t 15 an agrecment to live
together It 1s therefore essentsal that all regions are reacon-
ably satisfied with the voting procedure '™

On the same day PTI reported from Agartala Pakistan s
army movement 1n the border areas of East Bengal '

Bhutto and Abdul Qayyum threatened to boycott the
Natonal Assembly in a bid to force Shetkh Muyibur Rehman
to give up tus demrnd for full provincial autonomy  Bhutto

Iy the first
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announced that if the Assembly met without lis party he
would launch 2 ma s mosvement from  Khyber to Karachi
He said that 1t was not possible for him to accept a position
which undermmed the <ohdamty and sovereignty of the
country AH Peerzada President of the Karach: PPP
«aid that the members of the N A belonging to bis party
had agreed to hand over resigmations from NA to Mr
Bhutto He sud  We reaflirm the party s stand vis a vis
a Constitution baced on the six pomt programme The
National Awaru Party (Wali Khan Group) Jamait ul Ulema-
e Islam (Hazarvi group) and the Council Mushm League
deplored Bhuttos attitude and announced that they would
take part i frammg the Constitution? Bhutto warned
Yahya Khan and the members of other West Wing parties
that anyone who goes to Dacca from West Pakistan n
khaks or 1n black and white does so at hus own nisk %8

At this stage Councii Mushm League leader former
At Marshal Noor Khan offered to medite He met the
President and the Sheikh

Bautto rejected the offet of mediation He roared

There are three forces mn the country—the Awami

League, The Pakistan Peoples Party and the Armed

Forces We dont recogmsc any fourth power 7

Ths clearly meant that he wanted the Army to play
its role asa decive factor and force the Sheikh to water
down his demands and to include Bhutto s partv as a partner
tn the Cabinet or face the consequences of contmuation
of Martial Law However 1t seemsthe Army was
still not n a position to take uch a sk at this stage  The
President was moving very cautiou Iy s0 as not to give any
impression that he supported Bhuttos pomnt of view On
Febraary, 19 Rhwito met the President @t ns mvitation
Nobody knows what transpired at this meeting However
the Press reported that Bhutto had chmbed down from
Ins stand and agreed to co operate with Sheikh Mupbur
Rehman on thebasis of the Awimi Leagues six pomt
programme with some adjustments on matters relating to
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currency forugn trade and tavation ' He said that  he
was keeping the doors open and would be happy to meet
the Shetkh once again  While maintarning that hys stand
to boycott the Assembly sesston was unshakable he said
he felt af there was room for adjustments and a viable
Constitution could be worked out he would not stand on
formabty but would go to Dacca

Hetrnied to create a sensation by telling his followers
that if anything happened to him inthis period of stress
and tenston he considered two youthful members of his
prrty Mr Mustapha Khan and Mr Mirza Mohammad Khan
as among his successors  Mirza Ahan according to hum
was one of the revolutionary forces outside the parlamen
tary party

He still belteved that be could divert the peoples atten
tion from the basic problems He sad

Pahistan and India are facing each other eyeball to

eyeball and it could lead to another Inditan aggression

The Indo-Pakistan situation was very serous Indias

naked aggression in the past had always been made

agamst the border of West Pakitan not that of East

Pakistan  Because of the tenston with Indsa on the West

Pakistan border it will not be appropriate for mem-

bers of my party to stay away from theirr families to

attend the meeting of Assembly i Dacca

The question naturally anses whether Bhutto created
the bogey of the danger of Indian aggression sumply to
create panic 1 East Bengal or the Pakistam rulers were
actually prepared for a showdown with India to dnert the
Bengalis attention from their movement for autonomy
1 think Pakistam rulers were preparmg for a confrontation,
It was for this purpose that Pakistan was procuring arma-
ments on a very large scale However the fast detertoriat
ing sitvation in East Bengal prevented her from embarking
upon such an adventure

It 1s sigmficant to note that on the same date te. Feb-
ruary 12 the Government of India received reports of
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troop movement m Pakustan It was further reported that
the Pakistan Government had cancelled the Army horse-
show mn Lahore 'The Government of India summoned s
High Commusstoner i Islamabad to New Dellu for urgent
discussions 1 The President had already issued an Ordi-
nance to impart miltary tramnng to all young men m West
Pakitan The idea behund these move, was to spare enough
forces to crush down the people of East Bengal because
intelligence reports had already indicated that the loyalty
of the Bengali police and Army was mdoubt Bhasham
was busy in delivering fiery speeches While addressing a
large gathering at Chittagong the Maulana declared that
be would launcha jail-breakmg movement to release all
Poltical prioners ™ In Dacca and elewhere anti
Government demonstrations were held

On February 18 the Chinese Commumcations Miuster
Yang Chien sad n Rawalpindt that China was committed
to support Pakistan aganst impenalism and expansionism %!
This was a green signal to the Army junta that n case of
any complication m its intention to crush the Bengals
Paki tan could count on Chinese help

The Governor of East Bengal Admiral Ahsan was sum
moned to Islamabad to attened a meeting of Provincal
Governors It 18 said that hus attitude towards the Sheikh
was sympathetic As aganst Bhashani and other extre-
mists he was favourably mclined ta the Sheikh He was
kept in the dark about the real intentions of the junta
Being a Bengali he could not have been trusted On Feb-
ruary 13 he reached Dacca He told reporters at the
airport that the Sheikh was a tespected leader of Pakistan
He said he had brought Yahya Khans good wishes and
warm regards to the Sherkh* *

Bhutto created a sensation when he demanded postpone-
ment of the Assemblys session and sasd it was necessary
to hold negotiations betw een the Awam: Party and his party
to explore the possibility of a compromise® Fight other
West Pakistam: parties which held 26 votes opposed thys



)
272 THE SAGA OF BANGLA DESH

demand They smid that the Assembly should be allowed
tostart the framing of the Constitution Even the leader
of the Jammat Islam: Maulana Maudood: sard that the
Awimil eagues basis for a Constitution should be thoro
ughly examined mn the Assembly m.tead of outside the
House He sad that the myjoney party not only had the
718t to frame 1 Constitution but 1lso that to form a Gov-
ernment ! As agamnst thie Bhutto threatened to organise
a complete hartal n West Pakistan *®  The Sheikh said that
he was opposed to a bicameral federal legislature The
creation of an Upper House be sard could turn East Palus
tan s majorsty mto a munonty  He made 1t clear that he
never wanted to impose his planon West Pakistan He
sard that all members of the National Assembly should
attend the sesston discuss and frame a Constitutron and if
any individual member made any reasonable propo al 1t
would be accepted He said that Paksstan would continue
to stay and so would Bangla Desh the Punjab Sind NWFP
and Baluchistan  What would cease to eust would be
explortation of man by man 1%
Explaming the position of his party the Shetkh sard

The Awami League has certam responsibilities towards the
people of Bangla Dush  He however has no desire to 1mpose
the six pomnt progtamme on West Pakistan  If the provinces
1n West Pakistan do not want the same degree of autonomy
as desired by us and if they want to give mote powers to
the Centre or set up regional mstitutions  the six points of
the Awami League will not come 1n the way 1%

On February 28 the Awam: League named the Shekh
Jeader of the legislative wing  The Party elected Mr Nazrul
Jslam deputy leader Mr Qamruzaman Secretary and Mr
Yunas Khan Chief Whip After eleven days the party began a
review of the draft Constitution prepared by it The Prest
dent had already <ent him good wi<hes through the provincial
Govesnor Vice-Admial SM Ahsan  Atabout 9pm on
February 28 the Sherkh recened a sealed letter from one
of his trusted officers 1 the provincial government. The
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letter revealed that Bhutto had threatened to launch 2 violent
agitation on March 2 if the elections for the womens
seats of the Assembly were held on that day Bhutta
had asked the people to take full revenge from the
members who had chosen to attend the A.sembly session
He said

If the people failled to take revenge s party itself

would take action agamst them If any member of his

own party attended the meeting the party workers would

hqudate him 1%

The Sheikh called an urgent meeting of s trusted colle-
agoes  The meeting went on il 130 AM v

Onthe next day when the Sheikh finalised the list of candi-
dates for the women s seats m the National Assembly the
Cluef Election Commussioner «ud m Dacca that the election
of women members from West Palistan was bemng deferred
because of the uncertain situation  The Sheskh had just
taken his dinner  He asked hus personal assistant to arrange
2 meeting for him with the Governor At that time the
1adio was relaying music  Abruptly the mustc stopped and
the listeners were told that the President was to make a very
important announcement. Within a few seconds the Presi-
dent was heard to announce that he had postponed the
session of the Nattonal Assembly indefinitely

The Sheikh was stunned He murmured This is a
Canspiracy

Thete was another shock The radio saild  Vice President
SM Ahsan 1s no longer the Governor of East Pakistan The
President has placed East Pakistan under Lt. General Sahab-
zada Mohammed Yakub Rhan who 1s appomted as the
Province s Martial Law Admmustrator '

‘While explamung the reasons that led to this decision
the President said that a major party of West Palustan
the People s Party as well as certain other political parties
have declared their ntentson not to attend the National
Assembly session on Magch 3 1971
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In addiion he said ‘the general situation of tenson
created by India has further pl d the whole
Thave therefore decided to postpone the summoming of the
National Assembly to a later date 1%

Everyone was stunned The Dictator had enacted the
old drama West Pakistan was detesmined to keep East
Bengal under slavery  Indit s name was beng dragged
to keep the Bengal:s under subjugation

The Dictator was still mamtamng the postuze of a samt
He smid he wanted to give more time to the political leaders
to ntrive at a ' reasomble undi ding on
moking' He promused’ that he would have 5o hesitation i
converng the National Assembly 2s soon as the environment
became conducive to constitutzion makmg  He would slsa
da everything n his powerto help the political feaders to
achieve the goal with even handed justice  which he clasmed
he had all along been dong

Nobody was willing to be decened by the Presdents
assurinces  They knew that Bhuattas opposttion to the
demands of the Awami League reflected the mtentions of
the Army jmta Both were m league with each ather
Bhuttos attitude was not different on the provisons lad
down m the notorous Legal Framework Order Bengal
would have to fight for her democratic nghts

The people 1n Dacca Chuttagong Sylhet and elsewhere
vere spontaneoisly staging demonstrations  They were
peng Jathy charged and teargawsed  The avmy had already
taken up posutions an the radio and televiaon buddings '
Ah n was dismissed Fecause bewg a Bengals he could nor
te trusted by Wot Pakistan  He wos practically under
house arrest

Tie Shethh called for a geperal stnke and asked the
people to faunch a peaceful non cooperation movement
throughout the province While protesting agamst the
postponement of the Ascerubly session be smd  If the conx
pirators still think thae they can perpetvate thew colomaf
rule they ate hving in a fool s patadise ™
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To the demonstrating students who ctied for fetahation
the Sheikh counseled patrence He told them that the Awami
League was a democratic party and velieved in democratie
processes  We will launch a peaceful constitytional move-
ment he said  He asked the pzople to be ready for any

acnifices

At the news conference Mujtbur Rehman described the
postponement of the A sembly esston 1sa dark conspiracy
He said he would ask the people of the West Wing provinces
of the Punjab Sind the North-West Frontier Province and
Baluchistan to nse m protest agamst this step

He sard 1t was unfortunate that the sesston was postponed
when all the National Ascemhly members from the East Wing
and all West Palistan members except those belonging to
the People s Party and the Muslim League (Qayyum faction)
had already reached Dacca to attend 1t and help mn frammg
atew constitution m preparation for the retoration of
cvilian rule He regretted that the President had taken
the step without consulting his party which enjoyed a
majonty with a strength of 160 seats n the 300 member
Assembly

Notmg that the postponement of the Assembly and the
eatlier decision of the Chief Election Commissioner to defer
the election of women members from the West Wing—
followed demands by Bhutto he said the demand of the
party which 1s 1n a mmonty has been conceded  This shows
that the democratic procedure has almost failed

Announcing the mass rally planned for Sunday he said

If nothing 15 forthcommg by then to honour the verdict
of the <eventy millions people of East Palustan I will
make a final decision on the future course of action
He revealed that the Awam: Leagues Parliamentary Party
bad already authorised Iim to take any decision  Bbutto
bad said that there would be a2 mass agitation in West
Palustan if the National Assembly met without the PPP
members pattictpating ind the seats reserved for women
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for the West Wing were filled while the PPP bycate of che
Asrembly wason. In o refetence to thus threat which led
0 Gen, Yohya hbns abrupt move Mujibur Rehman sad
he fatled to understand how the PPP could hold out ehreats
when Mannal Law was in foree ' Do the Martial Lan
sefularions apply only to the people of East Pakstan 7 he
asked

While some foreign commentators said that Yahya hhan
had resorted to strong measures on sccount of Bhuttos
s an Indan ¢ saud  Ies diffieult to
beliere that the Prevident was not strong enough to go
aganst Bhu to  The enly inference that canbe drawnls
that they had jointly consprred agawmst the people particu
latly thow of East Pakitan ™ The Indian Express wiote
eds orally thee the absued argument that the tenston
betwcen India and Pakustan was an 2ddiional reason why
the tesston Iad to be postponed would only confirm the
Eelief in East Pakistan that the destruction of the skyjacked
Indian plane and the varous mibtary and other measures
taken by fslamabad thereafter were all part of 2 dehberate
attumpt to create tenston with Indaso asro provide the
wilitary regme with an excuse for withhalding the transfer
of power to the clected representutives of the people

A spokesman of the External Affurs Munustey sud We
regard the developments mside Pakustan as a purely internal

alfur of Paky t.n We bave no desire to mterfere or get
We therefore regret this

mnohved in there deme tic wfTairs
snference to Indm which we regard as unpecessary and

entirely uncalled for Any further comment 15 unpecessIry

at this tage 7
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Chapter X

The Cavil Disobedience
Movement

The Ciuil Di ckedience Movement Jaunched by the Awarn:
League on March 8 paralysed the Admimstration on the very
first day Accordmg to « UPI correspondent complete
hartal paralysed all public and private life m Dacea and a
walk out from work by postal telegraph telephone and
airpott employees cut off all communication links jommng the
provincial capital with the world Only two lines were
left worhmne for official use of the military authorties
Pakistan International Airlies flights and tram services to
and from Dacca remamed suspended Shop offices and
educational mstitutions lso remamed closed Dacea Um-
versity was 1tself the scene of large scale demonstrations
More than ten thousand students gathered on the campus of
the Unnversty They cond. d the post; of the
Assembly sesston and demanded full autonomy for East
Bengal The students demonstration was mostly non-
violert  though some <hops were attacked ~mostly wine
shops and a number of cars were destroyed These mnci-
dents happened because the owners of wine shops had refused
to close down their business Accordingto BBC  at least
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one person was hilled 1n clshes betwoen demonstratars and
Security Forces who tried to dispers. the students  Accord
g to Radio Australia the Pakistan National flag was bumnt
n Dacea amydst slogans of Long Ine Bengal #

The ttitude of the Army authonties was provocatory
Early i the mornng the Martial Law Admmistrator pro-
Iubsted the holding of public meetings and demonstrations
The publication of news views pictures commentaries or
features whether directly or mdirectfy  agamst the integrity
of the countsy was prohibuted with a masirum pumshment
of 10 years mgorous smprr onment This gave the authort
ties power to uppre.s publication of anythmg connected
with the Awami League s six point programae as Bhutto had
said 1t would endanger Pakistans umty  Naturally this was
a challenge to the people of East Bengal whom the autho-
rittes wanted to pumsh on account of theirr demand for
antonomy They defied these arders As a measure of
retaliation the Martial Law Adminstrator imposed an 13-
hour curfew i Dacca The Army started petrolling the
streets  Informed sources revealed that troops in battle
dress were bemg flown from Karach: to Dacca and Pakistan
troops were being concentrated on the borders with Assam
We t Bengal and Tripura *

The mposition of curfew prolubition to publish news
I ding current devel and the Army s provocatory
attitude led to new tronble It was known that Army rem
forcement was bemg rtushed to East Bengal Thousands of
people defied these orders A UPI correspondent repocted
that he was pinned down mside the Dacca Telegraph Office
sth police shooting at demonstrators on neatby Jinpah
Avenve He could hear the demonstrators shouting Joi
Bangla * (Long five Bengal) He said that Dacca Vmiversiy
students who were 1n the forefront of the 1969 movement
which had brought down the former Presrdent Ayub hhan
were marclung in the streets The Army took over the
Dacca airport  § am terribly disturbed by the cracking of
guns whale I wite this copy School boys burnt effigies of
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Bhutto On several strects they piled heaps of dirt and
rarked them with chalk  Bhuttos grase  They then
offered prayers for the forgieness of hissins  The Ease
Pakistan Eastern News Agency (EN A) de<cribed Dacca as
a ‘battle ground’ The police were finng at the people
everynhere Jn revenge the demomstrators sct fire to 1
rumber of buildings® Jt wasanung dentud upsurge of
Bengal natiomahism  Yahya hhan conferred with Bhutto
Bhutto was being condemned by all other parties He sud
he was prepared to have another dilogue with Mupb  He
ad not demand & srong cuntre but only a federal Centre
that would have the character of keeping the countey a united
federal State. Hesad ks party wanted soose federation
with a bicameral legislature
While the Civil Disobedience Movement was spreading
all over the province the mulirary re<orted to firing 1n Dace
Rangpur  Ruyshale  Sylhet and other places A number
of persons were killld or wounded There were pitched
battl s betwcen the armed forces and unarmed people The
President called for a conference nDacca on March 10
of the elected leaders of all parliamentary groups He said
he would do everything in Ins power to help the leaders
i achieving the common goal ~ Bhutto and Abdul Qayyum
welcomed this announcement® but Mupb tumed down the
President s imutation  In rejecting the invitation, he said
We do not want to sit with the perpetrators of mass mur-
der  Talking to newsmen he asked how he could attend
the conference when devd bodies were still Iving scattered
atcut and gun shots were still reverberating in the peoples
esrs Inthe circumstarces the call for a conference was
nothing _hort of a crucl joke He himself set the tone for
the people s defence by asking the troops to return to the
barracks or the Awami League volunteer would resist * He
announced that the civil disobedience movement would
continue until the admimstration was handed over to the
people s elected representatives He gave notice that a no
tax campasgn would follow if the Government did not res-




288 THE SAGA OF BANGLA DESH

poned  t1ll March 14 1o the demand that fundzmental demo-
cratie rights be sccured  ‘The Mareial Lavw, Admimstration
he said ‘has no right to continue in this manner By obs
tructing the constitutional method the authoritses had
virtually compelled the people to shed their jnnocent blood
to realse their legal mghts I appeal to the authorities to
stop this wrong immediately® Radio Pakistan confirmed
that the Sheskh appealed to the people to continue therr
motement jna peaceful manner because he behieved i demo
cratic punciples  He said those who were mndulging m
Jooting ar<on and violence were harming the mnterests of the
popular movemens He added We must protect the Iyes
and properties of everyone ltving 1n East Pakistan no matter
where from he ongmnates or what language he speaks He
called upon his pasty workess to be alert agamst those who
were trying to sabotage the cause of the people by resorting
to looting and arson and also to prevent such acts of violence
His party and the people he smd had adopted a policy of
non violence and non cooperation against the postponement;
of the Assembly session®
The popular movement spread to all partsof the
proyince The Army 1n spite of resorting to mnhuman
killings failed to crush the people sspinnt  The daily Ittefag
of Dacea revealed that nearly 700 persons were killed and
several hundred myured m two days mn street fight between
troops and angry Bengalis protesting agamst the postponement
of the National A bly sesston and e of martial
law Nurml Amm the solitary PDP member from East
Bengal supported the Awami League Chief The Jamaat
Tolami leader Maulana A G Ahmed the Convention Mushm
League Chief Mumtaz Daultana and the Jamat ul ulema
(Hazarvt Group) also relected the Presidents mvita
tion  Dacea was undergomg a blood bath The city was
bumnmng The US Consulate in Dacea reported that smoke
ould be seen from fires blazing in the city  Reports reaching
Washungton on March 14 spoke of clashes between Dacca
police and the Pakntan Army forces One such report that
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a Dacca hospital was filled with injured police after a clash
with army secuity forces '® BB C quoted Munb assaying
that 300 persons were killed m and around Dacca alone in the
reign of terror that was let loose in the wake of the protest
demonstrations’

AUPT cotre pondent m Chuttagong said 108 persons
were killed and several others injured on March 3 and 4 m
clashes between security forces and the people He also
quoted reports from Khulna as saying that six persons were
killed as a result of firmg One man was lynched after
throwing a bomb into a funeral procession  In Jessore an
old woman was killed as a result of fiing while the army
killed nme per ons 1 Jessore and eight 1n Tongt These
reports tevealed that the army build-up was continuing
m East Bengal with all airports and government buildings
heawily guarded Radio Aastralia saxd the treets of Dacca
were full of rubble and other debris  The people had set up
road blocks every 200 meters to hamper the mosement of
soldiers

In a despatch from Dacca the Associated Press quoted
Mupb as saying that he was willing to share power with Bhutto
n an effort to keep Pakistan together I surrender Muynb
sud If that 15 what Bhutto wants I will agree to have
two Prime Mrusters  This was apparen ly a reference to a
formula attributed to Bhutto under which the two wings of
Palustan would have Prime M with a
President providing the umifying Imk 3

Amudst the stench of death left by three days of violence
the Martial Law Administrator announced that the troops
called out i Dacca wauld return to birracks on March 6
Within twenty four hours of this announcement the
President 1n'‘a rado broadcast to the nation ed that
tne Wationat Assemthy would start its session on March 25
However he did not ermiise Bhutto s threats against the

Awamu leader  The President devoted a good deal of his
13-minute speech to cniticssing Mupb s attitude  He said that
from the time efections were completed every step that [
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took in the process of transfer of power had been one way
or the other obstructed by some of our leaders He claimed
that he was not responsible for what had happened  He said
his decision to postpone the session was taken to preserve the
A bly-—an ob fe to lus power to dissolve the
House sf 1 fasted to produce a Constitution acceptable to
bim~—and to promote adilogue between the leaders of the
twa wings He admutted that at least 123 persons were
killed or mnured but he was not to be blamed for that
because be clasmed that he had directed the armed forces touse
the absolute mmimum force essentual ta curb the widespread
Jawlessness ¥ He still believed mn ruthless violent measures
to curb the people s aspirations  This 15 why he wammned that
the armed forces of which I am the Head will ensure that
Pakistans complete and absolute mtegnty shall be
mamtamed 35
Political commentators said the President s annoancement
was more a provocation to East Bengal than an attempt at
reconciliaton It was further ~aid that the President by
making references to his functions as Head of the armed
forces made no bones about his future coutse of action and
did not hesitate even sn the face of total revolt in East Benga)
to put the onus for the present situation on the East Bengal
lerder Shetkh Mugtbur Rehman ¢
The Statesman noted that Yahya Khans tone was not
concihatory The papcr fornarned abour ¢he danger ahead
n the e words
Another aspect of President Yahya Khans broadeast
which has not escaped notice here (in New Dellu) s the
mtenal of 19 days bofore caMing the Assumbly s session.
One s umption bemng made 1s that the Army needs this
tsme to renforce (\West) Pakus ant troops in th  eas ern

wing ¥
This apprebension was subsana ed by ch~ fact thar

even as Ger Yahyr Rhan w n on the ur on March 6
troops were heing flown mto troabled Eass Rengal the army
bad pot teen wuldrawn in Dacca and tie roldiers were
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still busy killing the demon trators Awam League sources
revealed that the Government was remforcing troops by
plane and ship They were saihing to Chittagong The
sources smd they beheved the army was building up fora
showdown with Mupb?*  On the same day the police killed
about 1(0 prisoners m the Central Jail of Dacca Reports
of thousands of casualties came m from different parts of
East Bengal Awamt League General Secretary Tauddin
Ahmed charged the troops with killng unarmed crilians
He appealed to the people of West Pakistan to jom nght-
thinking people everywhere to urge that such naled use
of force against an unarmed civilian population should be
brought to an end ¥?

The appomntment of Gen Tikha Khan as the hew Gover-
nor was another shock and warnimg to the people of East
Bengal Political observers recalled that Gen. Tikka Khan
was a very tough officer He had led Pakistans aggression
agamst India 1n the Rann of Kutch early n 1965 and had
reportedly boasted that he could drive the Indan forces
uptc Bombay  Yahya Khans preference for a2 West
Palastani strong man for the new job had a significant pur-
pose Only a West Pakistam and also a tough military
officer could be trusted with this post

On the expiry of the period of his notice on March 7
Sheikh Mujtbur Rehman  while addressing 2 mammoth
gathermg of about 150000 persons asked Fast Bengal
Government officials to obey lum. He called for a partial
general strike and threatened a boycott of the National
As embly unless martial law was hfted and troops returned
to therr barracks an mquiry was ordered mnto the mass
hallings during the past week and power was transferred to
the people He said no revenue be paid to the Government
and all offices courts and schools be closed  If a bullet
15 fired he warned build a fortress 1n every house He
regretted that the President had sought to pin the responsi-
bility for the crisis on lum  He charged the President wath
istening to a minonity and ignoting the majority view pomt
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He recalled that a< 2 Jeader of the majonty party he had
suggested to the President to call the National Assembly on
February 15 This advice was not heeded Instead the
Acsembly was convened for March 1on the advice of a
mnonty leader (Bhutto) He had declared that any reason-
able suggestion made by any member would recerve hus
earne.t considefation  Inspite thas the Prestdent had accused
Ium of not co-operating in the framing of the Constitution.
He resterated hus desire to secure the co operation of other
pasties and smd  We can hne Jike brothers and solve our
problems fully and bly

He d the President of dih ing the verdict of
the majority in not consultmg him before he announced the
postponement of the March 3 session and agamn before he
fixed March 25 for the conserung of the Assembly

On the same day Maulana Bhahans s;d fus party
was wedded to the establishment of a Secialist kry
shak Sramik Ray ! It may be recalled thar earler in
the second week of December 1970 he had stated that
he stood for an Independent Bengal®™ Agan in the
third week of February 1971 he had dechnd ar
a2 meeung held at Cluttagong that he woald lanch
a jul breaking mavement to release efl political prisoners ¥
According to reports reaching Stullong  the army killed a
number of pessonssn Sylbet the home town of the Maulana
At Jakigan) processions wir. bemg taken out every day
The demonstrators houted slogans like Sase Bengahy
from West Pakitams explowaton and  Jor Bangla
The Martial Law authoritres in 2 press pote pwed i Dacea
admtted that 132 persons including one officer were killed
1 the week long disturbances

Rpokh Mupbur Rehmans wrr rather than Presiden
Yabva Rhans, eemed ro runon March8 as 1 non violent
¢t} disobedience movemen  gor under way to force the
milrary ralers to htr marual haw and resto ¢ democracy
Waile Radio Pakisean in the natwonal bullen blacked oo~
news from the east wing Ducea Radio played a recorded
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version of the Awami League leaders historic speech of
March 7 which described the east wing s struggle as a fight
for emancipation His non cooperation propaganda broad-
cast by Dacca Radin which now described 1tself as Dacca
Betar Kendra (Dacca wireless station) mstead of Dacca
Station of Radio Palistan envisaged the formation of
sangram samittes (war commuttees) m all towns and
villages
Thi, meant that the Dacca Radio had started defying
the rigorous censorship imposed by the martial law autho-
rittes  The Press 1n East Bengal simitarly 1gnored the orders
of the militaty authonties The radio and the Press started
using the word Bangla Desh instead of East Pakistan
‘The Dacca Betar Kendra said that while asking the people
to remamn non violent the Sheikh bad cautioned them
agamnst playing mnto the hands of ant: soctal elements He
stres.ed that it was therr moral duty to protest the mterests
of all Bengalis—Hndus and Mushms  He also warned the
people agamnst extremists
The programme for the civil disobedience envisaged the

following ¢

Black flags would fly atop bwildings Sangram samitis
will be orgamsed m all towns and willages Government
and sem Government offices and courts will remam closed
Rail services and dock operations will continue normally
However equipment for troops will not be carried If the
atmy resorted to force the employees will refuse to work
Telephone departments will handle trunk calls Banks wnlI
function but will not handle tr:
of funds from the east wing to the west wing Educatmnal
institutions will remain closed

Revenue payments will not be made

Radio television and newspapers will sec that the state
ments of the Awam1 League leaders are reported If there

1s any black-out of new> of the movement, the eniployees
will refuse to work
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There will be no hartal for the time being  but call for
partil or full hartals may be fiven any time

The Dacca Betar Kendra however continued broad
cretingt the announcements of the military aothotities  The
staff of the radio station was 1n fact following the nstruc-
tions of the Sheikh that there should be no restrictions on
freedom of expresson A UNI despatch from Chittagong
reported

Patriotic songs 1n Bengalt purtarming to the pre inde-
pendence days were broadcast over Dacca Radio and 1ts
threv sub-stations m East Pakistan for about half an hour
before closing time last night The theme songs of pre
partition days 1n praise of Bangla Desh were broadcast
simultaneously over Rajshahr  Sylhet and Chittagong
stations  Thus 1s the first time 1n the wake of disturbances
m the east wing of Pakistan that such songs were broadcast
by the radio 7

That the Shetkh neser intended to break the arty of Pakss-
tan 1s proved by the fact that while ke stood for the majonity
right to rule he was prepared to seck the co operation of the
leaders of West Pakistan in an attempt to frame a constt
tution for the whole country However the President s att1-
tude towards East Bengals demands  as reflected 1 his mnsis
tence on adherence to his so called Legal Framework Order
and the Artmys wanton killing of mnocent people had
forced the Sheihh to launch the peaceful struggle Asan
obscrver put it the Awam: Leagues stand as outlined by
Mupb m his speech left it 1n no doubt that it constdered
Gen Yahya Khans latest statement a virtual threat to veto
a constitution based on its six point programme

Und tthe caption Rehmans Round the Tribune m an
editonial on March 10 said By preferung moderation as
the weapon rather than extremusm the Shethh has sent the
ball rolling mto the Presidents court The success of the
non violent civil disobedience movement he has since
Jaunched indicates that now his wnt and not the Martal
Law Admumstrators runs n East Pakistan. Unwilling to
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be found wanting most civilian officials have begun to accord
recognition to the status and wishes of the Sheikh as leader
of the majonity party de.cibed until recently as the pros-
pective Pnme Mimster of Pakistan, Dacca Radio too has
promptly fallen 1n line calling uself 'Dacca Betar Kendra
(Dacca News Centre) not an appendage of Radio Pakistan
as hitherto  Refusing to run the station when ordered by
the Marttal Law authorities to stop a relay of Sheikh Munbur
Rehmans rally speech the staff has left no onein doubt
where their loyalties ie  Songs have already been on the
airm prase of Bangla Desh  Even Government House
cooks and bearers have crossed over Awami League
sources state that the Sheikh has entrusted specific adminis-
trative T bil to semior bers of hus staff  These
reports confirm that the majonty party 1s well set for estab-
Tishing a defacto Government in ca e President Yahya Khan
1s tactless enough to persist with his military regime even
though the stage 15 set for ending 1t

The wid d defi of Islamabad was capped by the
refu.al of all Bengah judges including the Chief Justice to
swear in Lt. Gen Tikka Kban as Military Governor The
employees of the defence establishments refused to submit
to the ultimatum of dismussal and prosecuton m case of
their refusal to attend to their duties In order to avord
further embar the Presid d Lt. Gen
D C Khan Martual Law Admmistrator * However nobody
was willing to obey lus orders Men of the East Pakistan
Rifles (EPR ) the Bengal Rifles and Ansars refused to shoot
their kinsmen at the behest of their west wing army com-
manders The mutinous condittons 1 Fast Bengal thus
created a crack 1n President Yahya Kbans military regime
dominated by west wimng army officers® Telephone tele
graph and postal lhinks between East and West Pakistan
were cut off followmg refusal of the Bengali staff to handle
or transmit any message to and from the western wing

In the Maul Bhasham d that his
followers would support the struggle launched by Muybur
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five or six days tothe Awim League the province would
decfare independence  He said

Sheikh Mupbur Rehman 3s under pressure to declare
mmdependence but so far he has been able to control his
more estremist supporters and has acted with great
moderation W e must reahse that Last Pakistan 1s already

mentally  eparated from West Pakistan with Mupb in
the role of ade facto ruler faving orders to senior cvil
<ervants and other officials

On March 10 Mr M Khurshid President of the West

Punjab unit of the Awam League met the President On
the next day Bhutto sent a telegram to Munb offering to meet
fum n Dacca immediately todev: e a common solution to
end the ensis <o that the National Assembly can proceed with
the framing of the Constitution ¥ As he had not spelt
out any formula the Sheikh ignored lim  Describing the
atuation i East Bengal the Sheikh «aid on the same day
that all brarches of the admmustration were complying with
the wnshes of the Awamit League on its non violent non-
co-eperation programme e complamed that military
strength 1n Tast Bengal was being mncreased ¥

A meeting of the minonty parties i West Pabistan called

by Jamsat ul Ulema General Secretary Maulana Mofty

Mabmud called upon Gen Yahya Khan to concede the four
demands made by Mr Rehman as pre conditions for attending
the Natioral Assembly sesston on March 25  The mecting

alco urged the president that the Shetkh hould be called
upon to form an interim Goyvernmen

Axx Marshal Noor Khan observed that it was the kgal

nght of Shetkh Muybur Rehman to rule the country and
that all impediments in the way of transfer of power must
womedrtely ke temoved @ Mure than twentv promiment
leadess of West Pakistan as well as a number of promiment
lawyers of Rawalpmdi and Lahore urged the President to
accept the demands of the Awami League ¢!



Chapter A1

Pak Aggicssion Aganst Bangla Desh

On March 15 Shethh Mupbur Rehman announced that
he was taking over th. admumstration of Bengla Deh  He
sssued thirty five directives coverng most activities of crv1
lian life and for a smooth functioning of the p.oples move
ment agamst the Martral Law Admnstration He ashed
the people not to pay any centraltax He asked them to
continue their strihe of the Federal Government Sccretariat
and provincial and semi Government offices and the courts
and port authomtis to functionin all respects relating to
imncommng and outgomng ship except that no co operation
shall be extended for mobisatton of forces or matemals
which may be ultilised for repression agunst the people ?
Within a few hours of this announcement President Yahya
Khan flew into Dacca Sheikh Mupbur Rehman met him
amidst reports that the President was willing to form a
avilian Government  The new Martial Law Admimstrator
Gen Tikka hhan announced the formation of an mquiry
committee to go mnto the allegation of Military atrocities
However the Sheikh was not satisfied over its personnel
and terms of reference He appomted his own Commttee
Inthe meanwhile Bhutto made conflicting statements On
March 15 he said if power was to be transferred to the
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tepresentatives of the people before any constitutional
settlement, as demanded by Sheikh Munbur Rebman it
should e gnvento the Awami League in East Bengal and
his People s Party in the western wing”™ Within twenty-
four hours he changed his mind and demanded prior under-
standing among the two major parties Three days later
te threatened to launch an agitation throughout West
Pakistan® He said that his party would not join any coali-
tion Government with the Awam League or any other
party if the majority of the West Pakistamis opposed it
He announced that he would not ever, take part 1 parleys
that were going on mn Dacca He said that a grave situa-
tion would anse if the present situatton continued and if the
people of West Pakistan were robbed of their rghts ¢

Bhutto s attitude was condemned by the workers of the
NAP mKarachh They charged him with conspiring to
sabctage the negotintions Muftt Mohmud General Secre-
tary of the Jammiat e Ulema e Islam refernng to Bhuttos
demand for the transfer of power to the majonty parties
m the two wings said that 1 was mmcomprebensne how
power could ke transferred to  two majority parties He
urged the President to ¢1ll upon Sheikh Munbur Rehman
to form a Government Malik Ghulam Jilamt convener of
the Punjab Pahistan Front Syed Siddique Hassan Gilam
Chief of the Jammat Islami and Mian Mumtaz Daultana
Chicf of the Comention Mushm League blamed Bhutto
for this s They said that Bhutto was trying to hood-
wink the people on one pretext or another m order to
satotage the negotiations®  Air Marshal Noor Khan blamed
certamn advisers of the Prestdent and certun bureancrats
that they Dbid asked certan poltical parties (headed by
Bhutto and Qaysum) to abotage the Assembly session.
A Karachi paper sad that these bureaucrats were i cons-
tant touch with Bhutto  They found Bhutto a convenient
tool to serve them The paper advised the President to
end the consprracy ©
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In the moantime while Preaden Yahyr Khan and Shekh
Muntur Rehman wote busy 1n nugorations the army was
fitmg on crowds in Dacea Chuctagong Rangpur and other
plices.  The people refused to supply rations to the Army
The workers refused to unload equipment from ships,
Ratdwrymen refused to tun truns for military movements.
The atmosphere was thick with rumours that the Shekh
would be arrested  Winle poing to mee  the Presiden  the
Sheikh tald his puople to obey the direetines of his compae
nians if you do not find me nyour midst”™ durning the
mosement for the realisation of the people s nights.?

A UPI despateh from Diccr on March 20 said that
President Yahyr Khan and Shetkh Mugnbur Rehman  had
agreed 1n thut taiks that Fast Bengal would be a sovereign
mdepundent Bengal under a confedration s envisaged in the
Muslim League s 1940 resolution ®

On the same day Bhutto announced that he was flying
toDacer A UPI report from Karachn smd that Bhutto
was air dashing to Dacca as he feared that s party mght
be left out of a possible intenim Government  Khan Walt
Khan Muftz Mahmud Mumtaz Daultana and other leaders
of the mmonity parties of West Pakistan were already there
i Dacca JIn the meantime reports of the Armys atrocities
were pounng i Dacer  According to Dacca Radio the
Army hilled 300 persons in Jadevpur  Troops pursued
willagers to their homes 1n Chogra and Chandra Adighir
Chola and women and children were tortured  When an
ambulance team was sent by Muybur Rehtman to brng back
the wounded the army topped them and threatened to shoot
them The Shetbhsmd  AlLT Lnow s that unarmed people
have been Willed I strongly conderan it The Awam:
Leagne officials termed this event asa dehiberate attempt
twthe hawhs to sabotage the negotiations between Sherkh
Muybur Rehman and Gen  Yahya khan®

Reports reaching New Detht indicated  that General
Hamud Khan Commander in Chief of Palustans armed
forces, Gen Tikka Khan apd Bhutto had jomed together
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to overthrow President Yahya Khan 1n case the later agreed
to appomt Shetkh Mupbur Rehman Prime Mimister of
Pakistan It was further said that Gen Hamid pad a
<ecret visit to Karachi on March 17 and had secret talks
with some semor officers™® It 15 difficult to venfy the
authenticity of this news However the army was getting
reinforcements through air transport planes and ships
Naturally the question anises that if the President was really
keen to concede autonomy to East Bengal what was the
need to rush troops to that provice and allow them to shoot
down the demonstrators ?

At about 10 pm on March 22 Bhutto announced at a
news conference that a general compromise had been reached
upon between President Yahya Khan and Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman and we are examimng the formula ' At the
same time the Presid d the postp: of the
maugural sesston of the National Assembly ornigmally fixed
for March25 to alater date  He said this had been
done to enlarge the area of agreement and faciltate 2
settlement between the leaders of the east and west wings
on constitutional matters !

This meant that the President had agreed to some
formula The question arises as to who was the author of
this formula and what was the substance of this formula. Je
may be recalled that earher on March 14 Bhutto had €534
that if power was to be transfetred to the representativer of
the people before any constitutional settlement, as dem= ¥is4
by the Sheikh it should be given to the Awami Louge 4
East Bengal and tus Peoples Party in the western z
This statement was published m all West Pakister; ropy.
papers including The Dawn on Macch 15 Thonew f -, I
to which the President agreed m prunciple enn.gs4 e
drawal of Mactial Lan.  formation of prowines { Loy paeey
and the division of the Constituent A.sembly senty ) g -
tees one composed of members of Ea t Bongs} ( A e Mh:r
composed of members from We t Pabyy, . Tt Proedoze
said that Bhutto and other We t Pakp ez, Lo 2., Lsd tros
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policy of Pakistan has also undergone a change. The
basts of Pakistan was bilateral sovereignty of the tuo
units  The two unats should accommodate each other as
sovereign wmts  The only alternative 1s complete separa-
tion of Pakistan nto West Pakistan and Bangla Desh
Munbur Rehman has been functioning as the only legiti-
mate and lawful authority since the civil disobedience
movement began  Lafe 1s functioming normally and the
wnt of the Government of Islamabad controlled by
bureaucrats and militanists of West Pakitan has ceased
to operate n Bangla Desh except in military cantonment.
The name of East Pakistan has been dicarded A new
name of the country Bangla Desh has been adopted
The flag of Pakistan has been discarded The Govern
ment 1 Islamabad has been disowned and has ceased to
operate A new flag has been adopted by the people ¢
‘While the Pakistant rulers were celebrating the National
Day and in Dacca asin Islamabad guns boomed 31 times
1n recognition of Yahya Khans presence the focus was on
Shetkh Munbur Rehman who had declared the day asa
holiday From different parts of the city people flowed to
the Sheikh s residence 1n processions making a vast conflu-
ence of humamty This was Resistance Day Addressing
the multitude the Sheikh called for continuance of the
struggle into peaceful and determmed manner until the
75 million people of Bangla Desh were lberated and were
able to live as free citizens of a free country Evenif
only one out of the 75 million 1s left the struggle shall
continue and there can be no compromise on the nghts of
the people he declared echomng sentiments that had been
expressed repeatedly durmng the past 22 tension packed
dags
The Awam: League chose that day to bring nto the open
the newly formed volunteer organisation called Bangla Desh
Corp Men of the corps held a parade at the historse
Paltan Maidan where Mr Rehman had launched the civil
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froma ship  Dockers had refused to unload the ship and
the Awami circles said that the armys deciion to doso
indicated that jt was prepamng for a showdown. It was
further disclosed that the Chinese planes carrying armements
were artving in Dacca from Uramene in China® Accord-
ing to another report about 60000 West Pakistan: troops
had already arnived in three cantonments of Dacca  Cormlla
and Jessore The Sheikh sad  Iam shocked to hear of
the shootings. There are reports of heavy firmg on unarm-
ed cnvihans and of atrocittes The police are bemng by-
passed and a teign of terror let loose  All this has happened
when President Yahya Khan has declared his resolve to
settle the constitutional problem I urge him to rmmedia
tely order a cessatton of military operattons He should
know that the kiling of unarmed people will not go
unchallenged

Despite these barbarities the President still posed asif
he was keen to end the political stalemate On March 24
Bhutto told the British and American correspondents that
agreement was in e1ght and the prospects for a settlement
had heightened 1n the last 24 hours® American news agen-
cies reported that the President was expected to announce
an agreement on March 25 to ift martial law and tumn over
power to 2 civilian Government i East Bengal and four
provinces of West Pakistan The Awami League leaders
were also confident about 1t ¥ But the Dacca Betar kendra
{Dacca Radio) watned that Bhutto was bent on sabotaging
the efforts to resolve the constitutional erims

On March 25 the President continued negotiations with
Shetkh Mujtbur Rehman Bhutto Abdul Qayyum and other
leaders After emerging from the President s house Bhutto
told reposters My party has already admitted that the
people of Bangla Desh have been exploited all these years,
Abdul Qayyum said Iam boping for the best Maulana
Muftt Mahmud said he was satisfied with his talks 1n Dacea 2t
The srony of fate was that even on March 25 when Dacca
Radio announced that the President had agreed in princy
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Chepter X1

The Bith of Bangla Desh
Pakastan Resorts to Slaughter

*The Sherkh has declared the 75 mlfion people of East
Palustan o3 estizens of the sovereign independent Bangla
Desh

The voice of Independent Bangla Desh that made this an

sad B bandhu (Sheikh Mupbur Rehman)
has asked the people  to resist the enemy forces at any cost
n esery corner of Bangla Desh  May Allah bless you and
help you m your struggle for freedom from the cnemy
Jo1 Bangla

Sheikh Munbor Rehmans declaration was flashed over
the wirless from an wnknown place and picked up in Cal
cutts on the rormng of 26th March General Tikha
Khan's army had already destroyed the Dacca Betar Kendra
The anncuncer of this rado station along with his collea
gues was either murdered oc talen o cutody Inthe
meanexmie the word, resched Charagang where the Bengaly
officers ard men of the East Pakrtan Rifles and Pohee had
jomed hards with the freedom fighturs  They captured the
Chittagong station of Radio Palustan tutned it mro the
voiwe of independent sovereign Bangla Desh and relayed
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the Sheikhs declaration of mdependence The announcer

Sa'ld
' Bangla Desh appeals to the United Nations and to
the Asian and Afncan countries to render it all
assistance 1 its fight agamst the colontal rulers of
West Pakistan The liberation war has begun It
1s a part of the Afro Asian countries movement for
liberation from ¢olomal dommation

The radio referred to the surrounding of a West Pakis
tant regiment by the East Pakistan Rifles and the Laberation
Army somewhere i Bangla Desh and smd  The whole
tegiment will be crushed

Munbur Rehmans voice said  Pakistan armed forces
suddenly attacked the East Pakistan Rifles base Pielchana
and the Rajabog police station i Dacéa from zero hours
on March 26 killing lots of unarmed people The East
Pakistan Rifles 1n Dacca and the police are fighting the
Pakistan armed forces sternly The people are fighting
gallantly with the enemy for the cause of the freedom of
Bangla Desh  Every section of the people of Bangla Desh
ave asked to resist the enemy forces at any cost *

The Pakistan army s unprovoked aggression agamst the
people of Bangla Desh had forced Sheitkh Mupbur Rehman
to declare independence A few hours before he had
been assured by Yahya Khan that he would declare the
handing over of the admmustration to the elected represen-
tatives of the people The Sheikh was very hopeful Even
the Armys killings on that day had not provohed lum
He had simply asked the people of Dacca to obsernve a
peaceful strike on the next day when he would himself
address a public meeting at Paltan Bazar He had appealed
to the President to stop shooting nd ask the troops to go
back to thewr barracks However as soon as the President
left the capital the Army launched a full scale aggression
mDaccaand elsewhere. The blood thirsty hawk General
Tikka Khan who was itehing for a showdown since the day
he was appomnted Martial Law Admunistrator, ordered his
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out  About 3000 others managed to get away The East
Dakistan Rafles held out for two days managing to mnflict
heavy casualties®
"The Police Headquarters were completely destroyed The
army attacked all other police stations m the city and police-
men staying 1n these stations were butchered Thereafter
¢he army destroyed the fire bnigade stations one by one 3
Pakistam troops atttacked Bengal passengers sleeping on the
tailway platforms at Dacea stanon  They machine gunned
more than 50 persons and a thick layer of human blood
covered the platforms ¢
Another strong military column with tanks surrounded
the unversity campus  Mr Colin Smith of The Observer
London reveals that the killmg began at the umversity at
about one m the mormng The students inbed 1n the residen-
t1al halls heard the army vehicles approaching  Most of them
thought the military were coming to make a few more arrests
A few of the militants made sure that the rifles they had
collected from the towns people over the past few weeks
were well hidden  Nobody thought he would have to fight
Suddenly searchlights were played on the windows
dazzhing the students so that they had to quit and turn away
Then came the Punjabi and Baluch: soldiers with their
Chinese Ak 47 automatic nifles smashing the window glasses
with their butts and spraying the dormitortes with fire
A few students got to the roof tops where they managed
to squeeze off one or two shots with thetr old holt action
niles before they were picked up mn the searchlights and
killed Others with their hands up only to be stood aganst
the walls of thesr halls and mown down with machine gun fire
from tanks and armoured cars The survivors were finished off
w1t the bayonet
‘The lecturers killed 1n the attach were Dr GC Deb
Head of the Department of Philosophy Dr Mofizulla Kabie
Head of the History Department Dr AN Manrussaman
Head of the Statistics Department Dr M Maniruzzaman
Reader in the Bengal Department, and Dr Objnosoroz
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Chockrabrott  Reader m the Englsh Department and
Provost of Jagannath Hall the onlv Hinda residental hall
Five other lecturers whose names I nas not able to colfect
are also believed to bedead Dr Innas Ak Head of the
Phuysics Department 1s said o have been seriously ypured #

Another joucnakst described the scene of killing at the
umsversity 1 the e words

* The university was defenceless but it was assufted by

three battaltans—ane armoured one artillety and ane

mfantty  The troops began by takang over the Bati h

Counetl Library (sts police gnards were shot dead) and

wstalled heavy guns an it ta shell the hostels  Squads

approached mdwdual Tous pred by semiat
professors and lecturers sprayed the bwfdings with
heavy muachme gun  fire and mowed down thow
trymng to escape women and children nclnded  The
victims included some of the best bramns 1o East Bengaf

Heads of Diparttients were special eargees  Student

casualttes ran into hundreds  Several gurls were bducred

from the women's hostel others jumped from ths soof to

escape the same fate *

A British resident who Ioft the city i the firet week of
Avr} told the UPI that the attack was 1 citywse max acee
by West Pakistan troaps  They shot all seven of the Enet
Pakistan Rufles guarding the Brrmsh Counctt Librry  Fuest
they gunned down the guard on duty then went mro
the premuses and entured the sleepind quarrers of the other
guseds and gunned the other mx  Ar the Uni ersey of
Dacca mne sud nts were shor i Iahal Hall one of the
Uruversicy re carch buildings and there were thr ¢ bodies
«ill on the roof of the bulding—thar of 2 man 2 hoy and
agrd  Simslac artacks took place ar fagannath Hall A
mullsh Hafl and the reudence halle of the Dicea Medical
College  Everyone 1 these pliceewatkill d  Thete were
nosrreess and T know of po one who e caped  Oathe mizhe
of the 2rth, Sa grdavy anacker 3 3ck wih Feary weapars
was made o the Universiry Science Latorarary Sotre pmalloy
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buildings were levelled There were only guesses as to the
number of people killed We know there was very little
resistance if any we heard of no reporte of resistance. The
soldiers mmply moved out mto the town and began killing
with every weapon they had  This was at a time when the
Awami League supporters were more or Jess running away
from Dacea and 1gnoring Martial Law decrees'?

A student who survived the carnage at Dacea University
said that he jumped out of the dormitory wirdow and lid
at the top of a tree for the mght In the morning he saw
some Palustant soldiers giving orders to three terrified
bearers to dig a huge grave Then they killed these bearers
and threw their bodies into that grave I saw many bodies
of poor washermen attached to the university There were
pools of blood everywhere A number of students who had
escaped to the roof were lined up and shot dead He saw the
dead bodies of profi luding those of Anadwaipayan
Jotirmoy Ghuha and Anwaruzzam ® Mr Alam alaw student
told the AP that the students were killed 1 their bed He
saw Pakistam troops shooting down women and children like
boys playing with toys. It was genocide a mussacre It
was worse than Hitler—he did not kill his own people Alam
said on the way to the awrport he saw about 100 decomposed
bodies collected together and the birds were eating them?
Mr Simon Dring of the Daily Telegraph says that about
200 uruversity students were shot dead The bwlding and
the surrounding houses were set ablaze.’® Accordmg to UPI

= three hundred students were killed 1n the Jagannath Hall and
400 to 450 still asleep 1n the dormitory were machmegunned
The next day the bodies of the students were placed on
exhibition 1n the hall s courtyard so that people would fall 1n
line  When relations tried to reclaim the bodies the troops
mnvoked a rule agamst the assembly of more than five persons
and cpcned fire again  Parents fell atop thetr children 1
d Press phot her Michel Laurant who
managed to tour the city after the Army bundled out the
foreign newsmen tells that even on March 28 he saw bumt
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can be no excuse for the merciless burmng of the shanty
houses of some of the world s most :mproverished people’

People though unarmed fought heroically Loren
Jenkins says I can still recall the sight of men women
and children hacking down trees and tearmg up construc-
tion sites to bwld barricades to hamper the army movement
Bullets fired mnto darkened homes were answered with cres
of Bangla Desh *

It 15 estimated that more than 50 (00 persons were killed
or burnt alive within three days

It 15 said that Shetkh Muybur Rehman visited different
parts of the city before the start of this carnage Anarmy
detachment surrounded his residence in the Dhanmand: area
of the city He was taken mto custody at the outset of the
aggression He was prepared for this development Eleven
members of his bodyguard including a prominent footballer
Bachchu was killed Munb was flown to West Pakistan
where he was confined m the military fort mn Attock A
number of police officers who were suspected to be the
supporters of Shetkh Muybur Rehman were shot dead
‘The Chief Secretary Mr Rafiqul Azam was arrested under
Martial Law ?

Th ds of Bengal: 1 lying m Ayub Nagar
and Naram Gan) near Dacca town were butchered

The people were not prepared for this onslaught They
had no arms nor was there any umfied command With
sticks 1ron rods and knuves they fought heroically Officers
and men of the East Pakistan Rifles East Pakistan Regiment
and the Police kept on resisting the mvaders for two days
Though they suffered heavy casualties enough had escaped
to form the nucleus of and later directed the resistance
The leaders had gone underground They left Dacca and
were trymng to meet her to e In
Chittagong  their supporters mcluding the police and men
and officers of the EPR and EBR captured the city and its
radiwo station  Although the army was there in the canton
ments of Khulna Jessore kushtia Rangpur and Mymen
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tudents professors and lawyers They want to rule a
ountry of slaves and prostitutes What more does the
vorld want to hear before it will take ssdes  All along
he toad to Chandanga Michel Homsbey saw groups of
‘hildren raming their fists shoutng Jor Banglao' He .aid
In Chaudanga as i other places i the western regions
£ East Pakistan cwvil servants, district magistrates pro-
fessional men and politicians are organising  guenlla
resistance to the West Pakistan Army umits sent n by
President Yahya khan to crush the mdependence movement
They seem to have the full support of both the population
and the pohice force 7

Lt Sayyed Ataulah Shah (23) of the 27th Baluch Regi-
ment of the Pakistan Army who along with his twelve
colleagues was captured and interned n the kushtia Jairl
told Press reporters Please write 1n your papers about my
appeal to the Pathans to turn their guns on those who ashed
us to kill the people of Bangla Desh The Pakistams can never
win becau e they are not fighting for 1 cause The Bengals
are ¥

‘The Pakistan Air Force heavily bombed Kushtia Chau
danga and the surrounding areas The Pakistan1 Army used
tanks and heavy guns to attack the e places According
to Radio Pakistad Chaudanga was captured on Apnl 17
On the next day the Army occupied Akhaura an important
border ralway station n this area The mvading army
destroyed several hundred houses and killed 2 number of
mnocent people However Kushtia continued resjstance
even till the last week of Aprill On Apnil 23 the mvadmg
army burnt down 300 houses in the Burrabizar and Marnar-
patty areas in Kushtia town A promment physictan of
the town Dr Latif was beaten to death m an open street
Fifty youths were slam and buried inadstch at Arshups
Some 1500 youth comprising students and freedom fighters
were mown down m Chaudanga within a2 week  Abdul
hanm and a lawyer Mr Waus: were the emment persons
among those who were shot dead at Satibhira® Radjo
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The town of Rapbahi was also heavily bombed mn the
second week of April A group of foreign correspondents
who visited the czy n the <econd week of May saw the
citv desolate, the naked area flattened out at places one
buildirg an jdeal posrion for a strong pom <wa.hed to
pieces and mere bumnt out bells filled high wrh debnisand
rubble witnesses to the bettle on April 14 when the hbera-
tion forces defence was finally overcome  The army aurho-
nies zays Reuter admutred they used buzookas and rocket-
launchers to wrest control of this town from the hberation
forces The oty population looked dazed and frightened.
Villagers m Nator showed the journalists a well where the
bodies were seen rotting  below ©® Nearly 400 men of the
EPR lo=* their lives when they were perfidiously attacked by
the Pakistam trcops m Dmajpur can.onmens on the mght
of March 27 About 300 EBR men were able to escape.
They jomed the Libaratten Army A Bengall Brigadier
Syed Sanad Hussam was mercilessly butchered

Inthe econd week of March, the Army arrested the
Deputy Commuasioner of Comifla  Mos of the sub-divisional
officers deserted their posts.  One young officer however
took charge of the affairs n most parts of Comilla distnct
He organised cwil defence measures Men of the regular
police forces joined the hberation forces!! The Pakistam
army arded by heavy bombardment attacked the city to
capture it 1n the last week ©f March The liberatton Army
under the command of 32 yearold Major Khald Shaffiqul
Huq encrcled the town and captured 1t on April 7 On the
same day Raphali and Bogra were liberated The
operational commander of the Pumjab Regmment Major
Aslam and seven others were killed mn the engagement. An-
o.ber detachment led by Major Gen. Mayd took over Sylhet.
Tte liberanon army attacked Jesore and other places. The
Pakistan army captured Comilla and Fert m the last week
of Aprik  Radio Pakistan admitted that the freedom fighters
tlew up 2 bdge 2t Shabbagh®* The Pakistam army occu-
pied Brahmantana mthe firt week of May Two medica
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offices then set upon the Bengali population n general
More than a dozen markets were et afire and at least 25
blocks were devastated n Dacca  Bengal jewellery shops
1n the Shakan Pathe quarter were blown apart and two
villages mside Dacca Race Course were attached with
almost holy war fury by troops Reasoned accounts
projected from body counts at mass graves say about
10 000 persons were shot dead or burned to death mn the
first few mghts 1n Dacca
He confirms that the freedom fighters were st1ll i occu-
pation of Cox Bazar on May 4 The Pakistan: Army cap-
tured it on the next day In Jessore the mvading army
employing mortor and heavy guns pounded to rubble the
three block markets of two storey brick buildings Homes
were blasted off their foundations Soldiers asked the Bengalis
to come out of their houses and then machine gunned them
Rosenblum revealed that the Pakistam army clearly made
attempts to cover the facts Bamboo screens were erected
along some roads Careful repairs—designed not to look like
repairs—were made on Umversity buildings Reporters had
to fight to ship away to see the worst damage He added
Pakistam: officers now speak of Phase Two a selective
elimination of persons considered dangerous #f
The F [ Times cor: dent said
All the towns visited had considerable areas of destruc-
tion ard some areas of complete devastation so much so
that they were of tombed E cites at
the end of World War I So in the cities of East Pakis
tan today the population appears dazed bewildered and
stunned From the air many burnt out willages were
visible frequently close to rallways and roads In one
area a stifl smoking village was Observable One impartial
Asian source who estimated the tidal wave disaster in
terms of two lakhs (when there were almost certamly
more) marntains that the total 1s in the neighbourhood of
500000
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of the family of nations and by the charter of the United
Nations

Professor Yusuf Alt admunistered to the Vice President
oath of office and offered hum the office of Acting President

The Acting President appomted his six member cabmet
with Mr Tajuddin Abmed as Prime Minister Mr Khond-
kar Mushtaq Ahmad was appomnted Foresgn Mimster Col
AG Osmani was appomted Commander-in-Chief of the
Bangla De b forces

On the morning of April 17 amudst thunderous cheers
from a crowd of 10000 people which imcluded contingents
of the EPR The Ansars and the Muwalds the Democra
tic Republic of Bangla Desh was proclammned as a formally
constituted State. About forty foreign journalists watched
and recorded the proceedings The ceremony took place
1n Bhabarpara willage which 1s located m the Meberpur sub-
division of Kushtra distriect and 1s 18 miles north west of
Chaudanga which was captured by the Pakistan army on
Aprl 16 To mark the occasion the Prme Minster
renamed the willage as Mapb Magar He told the corres
pondents that this place was selected to ensure their safety
and then pomnting to a reporter passing by the dais he
added  You can go deep into Bangla Desh along this road
uninterrupted  He humself had followed the route to reach
the meeting place

Mr Islam was given the salute by 2 contingent of armed
Ansars A contingent of the EPR presented arms to bhim
The function which began with the singing of 2 popular
Bengalt song— Sonar Bangla Amy Tomaya BRhalobash:
(Ob Dear Bengal Ilove you) It was attended by all the
Prime M, s coll Tad Captain Mansur Als
Mr AHM O and C der i Chief
Captam Osman and a large number of memlers of Parlia-
ment and the Assembly

Speaking at the fanction Prime Mimster Tamddin
Ahmed said  Bengla Deshiss at war It had been gnen
no other choice than to <ecure its night of self determmation

R
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to cancel thts currency and its particolar reference to
curtency notes with these markings proves that this currency
was considered legal tender even 1 Pak occupsed terrtories
mthe last week of May Radio Pahistan had to use the
wotds Bangla Desh Government 1 its broadcast even to
cnitictse 1t ¥ The people of Bangla Desh had po faith left
1n Yahya Khans Government  The unending sea of musera~
ble humamty surging from Bangla Desh to India 1s stself
a clear proof that the Bengalis hate the heirs of the ruthless
Nazis of West Palustan  The slogan of Islam m danger
has failed to force them into submisston and slavery
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Chapter X111

Bangla Desh, India and Big Powers

According to Mr Bhutto  Ayub Khan told tum that he
wished to see East Bengal secede rather thanlet an East
Bengal majority govern Pakistan  Bhutto told a reporter
of The Washington Star 1n an interview on December 13
1970 that Ayub started thinking in such terms in 19643
This may or may not be true but 1t reflects the ambition of
the We.t Paky tzm rulers to keep the people of Bangla Desh
in slaters  They did not allow them to assert therr right
of elf-determination  Palustami rulers who represent a
mwircnity  ecticn cf the topulation even in West Pakistan
are employmg every method to crush the will of the people
of Bangla Tesh Atout half a niilhion Bengalis have been mass-
acred their recidences destroyed hundreds of willages burnt
and akout 1ix mlhion people forced to leave their country
to ceek refuge ;n India  In order to Justify this genocide the
‘Pakistans rulers charge the freedom fighters with conspiring
against the ntegnty of Pakistan. They are accu ed of bemg
trattors to Islam  In keeping with thexr tradition to blame
India for all troubles of their own creation the Palistam
yulers are tellmg the world that 2 few mschiefmongers™an?
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Chapter XTI

Bangla Desh, India and Big Powers

According to Mr Bhutto  Ayub Khan told hum that he
wished to see East Bengal secede rather thanlet an East
Bengal majority govern Pakistan  Bhutto told a reporter
of The Washington Star 1 an imterview on December 13
1970 that Ayub started thiking m such terms in 19641
This may or may not be true but it reflects the ambirion of
the West Pakictom rulers to keep the people of Bangla Desh
m slavery They did not allow them to assert thetr right
of eelf-determination  Palkustani rulers who represent a
mirenty ectien ¢f the population even in West Pakustasi
are employing every method to crush the will of the people

«f Bangla Tesh. Atout half a million Bengalis have been mass-
acred their redences destroyed hundreds of villages burnt
and about 1x milhon people forced to leave their country
to <eek refuge in India  In order ta Justify this genocide the
Palistans rullers charge the freedom fighters with consprrmg
against the integnty of Pakistan  They are accuced of being
trastors to Islam  In keeping with their tradiion to blame
India for all troubles of thew own ereation the Pakistans
rulers are tellmg the world that a few muschiefmongers and
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the victory of democratic forces mn East Bengal because it
was expected that the new emerging forces in Palastan would
make therr country hve like a good neighbour  Naturally
Pakistant aggression agamst these forces shoched public
opimon n India Al sections of population have expressed
sympathy with the people of Bangla Desh  Despite this
siruation  the Indian Government has not extended any
military aid to the freedom fighters She has not even
recogmsed the Bangla Desh Government as yet It s difii
cult to predict the future However Inda 1s trying to
create a favaurable public opinion 1n democratic and peace
foving countries of th= world Pakistani rulers are still
indulging 1n anti-India activittes  In addition to pushing out
millions of Bengalis into India the Pakistam rulers are send-
g spies and saboteurs m the guise of refugees Many of
these mfiltrators have been arrested A number of Pakistani
agents who tried to poison wells have alco been arrested
Pakistans planned attempts to organise communal riots mIndia
have been discovered and foled The cvilised world must
realse Indias difficult position m this context  Due credit
mu.t be given to the leaders of the Indian Government who
have acted with much restramt i the face of the growing
demand for strong actton agamnst Pakistan The Big
Powers will have to discharge their duty towards tha vicams
of Pakistani aggression. In case they fail to act swiitly it
will be difficult for India t3 remain a silen spectator Indian
rublic cpmion will not tolerate the emergerce of pro
Chine e el to d the pol 1 Ife of Bangla
Desh  In case the present struggle fails these elements are
bound to caprure leadership m Bangla Desh  Chunese willing-
ne.s to give miitary atd to Pakistan: rulers 1s a serious threat
to the peace and stability of the whole sub-contment
Eminent yournalists and pohitical lezders i the USA; the
UK West Germany and other countrtes have condemned
Pakistan s Earbartties in Bangla Desh. President Podgomny
of the USSR and the Amencan President Mr Nazon
together with the Pnme Mimster of the UK have expressed
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the victory of democratic forces mn East Bengal because 1t
was expected that the new emerging forces in Palustan would
rake their country live Iike a good neighbour  Naturally
Pakistam aggression agamst these forces shocked public
opmonan India  All seenons of population have expressed
ssmpathy with the people of Bangla Desh  Despite this
stuation the Indian Government has not extended any
miltary aid to the freedom fighters She has not even
recogni.ed the Bangla Desh Government as yet Itas diffi-
cult to predict the future Homever India 15 trying to
create a favourable public opmion 1n democeatic and peace-
loving countries of the world Pakistant rulers are sull
indulging 1 ant1 Indiz activittes  In additton to pushung out
millions of Benralis 1nto India the Pakis*ant rulers are send
mg spies and saboteurs m the guise of refugees Many of
these mfiltrators have been arrested A number of Pakistam
agents who tried to poison wells have al.o been arrected
Pakistam planned attempts to organt.e commumi nots inIndia
bave teen discovered and folled The civilised world must
realise Tndias difficult position m this context Due credit
must be given to the leaders of the Indian Government who
have acted with much restrammt i the face of the growimng
demand for strong action agamnst Pakistan The Big
Powers will have to discharge their duty towards the victims
of Pakistani aggression  In case they fail to act swiftly 1t
will be difficult for India to remaimn a silent spectator Indian
public cpmion will not tolerate the emergence of pro-
Chine e elements to dommnate the political lfe of Bangla
Desh  In case the pre ent truggle fails these elements are
bound to captura leadership 1n Bangla Desh  Chinese willing-
ne s to give military aid to Pakastani rulers 15 a serious threat
to the peace and stability of the whole sub-continent
Ernment journahsts and political leaders in the USA, the
VK West Germany and other countries bave condemned
Pakistan s barbarities in Bangla Desh  President Podgorny
of the USSR and the Amencan President My Nivon
together with the Prime Minister of the UX have eXpressed
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Under the caphon “The Vulures Of Benzd  [Fe
New York Teres 1n s edronal o1 May 13 r2id  The
vakares brood o-er the ra=aged towns of Eas~ Benzal givrs
te=rmony to the el.ognrer which tonk place duns the
Pakrwan Armys sa=age crackdomm ¢ Eaz Bergal The
paper asked the Goemmene to 0p economc a1d to
Pakpstan to force her abandon kew polzy of reprzuion 11
the east and to co operate fol'v 1 ths mrevnaomal afaize

- to deny the vultures of Bengal fo-tner Euman prey =

An Amencan journalist who wed Jeroz t thefir »
week of Apnl sud tha the Pak.wa~ ze-mser wh ch swept
mto the contonment throuth o ome Yrrzr of tne oy
destroyed rows of peasants ki mes gnd e demm emerelung
that moved While familiee b ¢ou3 were mach e gromed
as they fled from their burning ey o beder o 1
fields and ditchies showed enlence oo Bagresmomalozmg t

The UN Sceretary General (g Trare ;e; ’;;;
happenings m East Bengal as gre o ;‘, crioed t.

eprodes and 1 very ternble blor g}’: ,M: et
history e ¢S tnma
According to The Saturday Review o +
American State Departmentv:asxm,ﬁ,_&ei -
cated descriptions  of countles o dore, 3ef g e
which had become 2 locked mare, of a:}: Ex+ Pe-z.!
Giving documented episodes of ” s
Army vparticularly against xmme%{:’ by L2 Pagsean
paper said that these represented a 1 e
ticated accounts of widespread Kellingg 1e frac pm of autton-
Peter Hazelhurst of The Ty, s
genocide and saxd that the Pakistan, o ) ealfed 2
down Bengahs in the streets i Je.sorg 1 emz _nooring
in undisputed contro} of the city it 7 Fhthe apny e
newspapers The Sunday Times and 7-,: o 2enal Brrn
called on the Brtish Government - ““day Tplpsvash
including economic pressure agame ?"t o0mg 2ctiom,
genocide? A Labout member o S g oo phe

Yoy o tgnd

7 Yor toe
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The aim of Gen. Yahya Khan and the Pakistam army
Mr Mascarenhas says is long term colomsation of East
Bengal by genocide of Findus, ehmination of Bengaly
Mushm mtelligentsia  Islamisation of the masses re-
settlement of non Bengalt Mushim, 1n East Bengal re distribu
tion of Hindu property to Muslims to reward loyalty to the
mihtary and chastisement and reduction of the population by
famine

When the Hindus have been eliminated by death and
fight their property will be used asa polden carrot to win
over the under-privileged Mushm middleclass They will
provide the base for erecting admimstrative and poltical
tructures 1n the future

Unlike some foreirn journalists who depict Gen Yahya
Khan as the prisoner of the Junta Mr Mascarenhas asserts
that Gen Yahya Khan took the calculated risk of this vast
operation designed to change the complevion of the East
Bengal population

Inspiteof terror and destruction by Palustam troops
wolated and unco-ordinated guernilia activaties have bogged
down the Pakistam: army in many places For monsoon
Pakistan has acquired from China some 80 ton shallow-
draught niver gunboats and motorised fhundreds of country
craft.

As for the clear danger of famine the Chairman of the
Pakistan Agricultural Department Bank told Mr Mascarenhas
recently n Karachi The famne 1s the result of ther
(Bengalis ) acts of sabotage So let them die  Perhaps then
the Bengalis will come to their senses

Afghani tans leading daily Afghan Mallat urged that
Bangla Desh Government should be recognied by all the
world powers The paper charged Pakirtam rulers with
attempting to mislead world opinuon '

The Democratic_ Action Party of Malaya condemned the
genocrde by Pakistam troops in a strongly worded note
handed over to the Pakitan High Comnmussioner in Kuala
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that the party be allowed to send a team to East Bengal to
evaluate the actual conditions for itself 37

Sytia's leading sem: official daily Al-Thawara condemned
Palustani rulers for organising a campaign of mass hilling
n East Bengal The nfluential Cairo Weekly Rose-al
Yusaf condemned the mass killings in East Bengal The
Palestiman guenlla leader Arafat condemned the wholesale
slaughter in East Bengal ®

The Komamst the organ of the League of Communists
of Yugoslavia warned the rultng military circles of Pakistan
that «ocial and political conflicts which had caused a spht
in that country cannot be .olved by violence and armed
force *

In a sharply-worded appeal the Soviet President Nikolai
Pedgorny a ked Yahya Khan to stop bloodshed and seeh a
political settlement Yahya Khans reply to the Sowiet
Union s President did not satisfy the Soviet official circles
The Pravda nidiculed the Pakistani claim that normalcy had
been restored in East Bengal ©

The miltary junta of P hitan 1 desperately trying to
coser up its 1gnominous action by creatng the impression of
an Indo Pakistan war or even confict While President
Yahya Khan mvented the story of Indsan infiltration mto
Bangla Desh his Martial Law Admimistrator claimed to have
captured Indin arrs and 1mmumition from the so called
filerators  ‘The Folich Embassy m West Pakistan at once
expo ed this myth when st revealed that Poland had supplied
the e arms for hunting to Pakistan Howesver Major General
Mohammed Albar Khan Director General of the Pakistan
Armed Forces Intelligence Services charged India with
conspiting to dismtegrate Pakistan by military intervention *
Pakistans reprisentative to the UNOQ Agha Shah claimed
that only 10 000 refugees had entered India  while 1 resident
Y ahya hhan aud that the Indian Government had boen e
culatmg highly exaggerated and distorted account of events
which led to border crossings Headded  Millions of
Indian Mushims have been drgven out of their homes but the
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Indian Government had refused to take them bacl The
number of refugees’s he smd  has been inflated by
India by adding to them the unemployed and homeless
people of West Bangal Radio Pakistan went a step
further when it blamed India for putting obstacles and
even phy ically <topping  bonafide Pakistams from
returming

‘While Pakistan 1s begging for help from the USA Palus-
tan: propaganda machmery s blanung the USA also along
with India for all that has happencd in East Bengal The
most fantastic lie contained m this propaganda was that
Sheikh Mugtbur Rehman had been in the pay of America *°
It 1s clear that this 1s being done to secure military aid from
China The Chinese Premier Chou Enlat and Vice-
Premier Han Nin lung told Pakistan that Chma would
continue to support the solidanty and integnty of the
country The Peoples Daily alleged that in league with the
super powers India was cheming international intervention
m Pakistan ®

While the economy of Pakistan 1s cracking under the
burden of the present war and the rulers are beggmng for
foreign aid the people 1n West Pakistan are told that Pakis-
tan had encugh food She was not 1 need of any foreign
help The foreign powers who were offermng aid should
approach India whose people were starving

One thing 1s clear Pakistann rulers have succeeded 1n
turming the Bengah majonity into a munority Yahya Khans
henchmen like Abdul Qayyum and Tufail Mohammmed are
demanding that fresh elections be held after what they call a

realistic assessment of the population of different provinces

The Jamait ul Ulema Chief Ghulam Ghaus Hazarvi has

saxd
If we look at the problem realistically 1t will be found

that the general belief about East Palustan having a

majority of the population 1s 2 myth, East Pakistan has

suffered several natural calamities Itke cyclones and floods

followed by disturbed conditions  This would have made
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1t imposstble for 1t to mantain its precarious lead in popu

lation  Hence 1t would be best 1f a fresh assessment 1s

made and seats allocated to different provinces of the

country on the ba.is of authentic census data ®

These statements provide an obvious cluc to the motiva-
tions for pushing out a Jarge number of Bengalis from Bangla
Desh  If Pahistan refuses to create switable condiions for
the return of the refugees to East Bengal the next step will
be Pahistam military aggression against India She 1s trymng to
create communal tenston 1n eastern India so that 1t may lead
to communal disturbances i this regton  For this permcious
game of politics she 1s sending innumerable communal
infiltrators spies and saboteurs mto India to create communal
troub'e 1n this country ¥ Some of these spies were caught
while mixing poison in drinkmg water wells™ In Bangla
Desh the Jamaat Islami and Mushm League are encouraged
to mdulge in communal riots and hillings

It 1s signficant to note that on October 24 1970 on the
eve of the 25th anntversary of the United Nations a bro-
chure put out by the Pakistan Mission in New York sard
with a fanfare that General Yahya Khan comes froma
well known family of descendents of King Nadir Shah who
conquered the city of Dellhi in 1739 The Pakistan Prest
dent however assured the awed UN pressmen that he had
no 1dea of gong to Delhi to hit the peacock throne I am
a bad representatnne of my ancestor I have no intention
of conquering Deltht  You may say since then degeneration
hasset minmy family he said In his official addres at
the UN General Assemblys commemorative session the
General raked up the Kashmir question with a plea for the
withdrawal of Indan and Pahistant forces from Kashmr

so that its people can decide their future without any

coercion from outside !

Under the caption  Shades of Nadir Shah  The Tribune
wrote m an editonial on October 24 1970 that the Pakis
tam leader s nostalgia 1s affecting Howeser much water
has flown down the Yamuna since the Persian conquerors
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days and the Indians now are m no acute fear of Nadir
Shah s breed

Actually Yahya Khan was preparing for a showdown
agamnst India  His parleys with the Chunese leaders 1n
November 1970 his attempts to secure armaments from
different sources his secret organssation of spies and sabo-
teurs 1 Kashmir tus order to recrwt university students in
the Army and the hijacking and destruction of an Indian
arcraft mmed m launching an armed aggression agamst
Indin to revive the tradittons of Nadir Shah When he
farled to do so he asked his blood thirsty .oldters to pounce
upon the unarmed peaple of Bengal What he could not
achieve m New Delli ke planned to achieve m Dacca
While Nadir Shah ransacked Delly and after butcherms
the mnnocent people of that city went to the Golden Mosque
of Chandn; Chowk for a thanks giving prayer to Allah Yahya
Xhan followed i the footsteps of s ancestor by gomg
to the historic mosque of Datagany Bak<h in Lahore to say
prayers while his mercenaries were mdulgmg m hilhing
mnacent Bengalis destroying their cities and abducting  their
women and daughters to achieve what he called Islamic
glory

History wll record the name of Yahya Khan on the top
of the list of ruthless murderers The leaders of the world,
who are withesung this ghastly drama as stlent spectators
will not be forgnen by future histonans because keeping
silence means giving abetment to a crimnal

The war of independence has not stopped The freedom
fighters are resorting to guenlla warfire Thousands of
Foung angah ‘patriots are retenvmg intensive traymung m
guenilla warfate They are determmed to carry on their
struggle The Pakistam: invaders have not been able to
occupy the whole of Bangla Desh  The Pakistan rulers have
failed ta buy the loyalties of even persons like Nurul Amn.
Maulana Bhashami who used to rely on the Chinese, now
feels that the socalled leaders of the international libera
tion movement have proved worst reactionarres. Like
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Tajuddin Ahmed and Osmant he 1s determined to fight.
The eighty year old Maulana who 1s one of the founders
of Pakistan said
All parts of Bangla Desh today ar, smeared with
the blood of one million Bungalls and through the
stream of blood the independence of Bangla Desh
would definitely come °
The Prime Mimsster of Bangla Desh Tajuddin Ahmed
declared  There 15 no room for compromse Pakistan

must withdraw her forcee We are determimed to defend

our ndependunce ¥
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EPILOGUE

Exaggerated notion of what the Super Powers can be
expected to do 1n tahing to task the Pakistan: rulers respon
stble for loot arson mutder rape and destruction 1 Bangla
Desh have inevitably caused bitter disapporntment in India It
1s generally saxd that the West Pakistani Generals are
getting away with murder becaus. coantrres with an easy
conscience continpe to take shelter behund the argument
that Bangla Desh 1s Pakistans mternal affairs  While this
analysis 15 justified to a certain extent we should not 1gnore
the fact that the external policy of each country whether
big or small 1s determmned by its own interests While
many other powers have their own identical internal prob
lems big powers have thetr permamant 1nterests 1 the Indo
Paki tan sub Continent  However it 1s a great achievement
for the freedom fighters that the present attiude of these
powers 1s quite different’ from what it was at the time of
the Pak aggression in 1947 and 1965 This time no big
power has defended the brutal actions of the Pakistam: rulers
and 1t a sitmficant development chat the sympathy and
suppott for the victims of tlis aggression n these countries
has crossed party lines  The ments of the case for Bangla
Dush have been widely understood as also the brutality with
which 1t has been treated by the military Junta  The Induan
Government by reframung from ditect intervention
Bangla Desh has been able to convince the big powers that
1t was a popular upsurge and a pohucal settlement of the
1ssuc 18 1mperative for persuading mullions of refugees to
go back to their homes 1 an utmosphere of peace and safety
It 1s difficult to foresee furure deselopments in this respect
tu* we canno ignore the fact that at least two big powers
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are to a certam extent keen to see that a political settle-
ment by Pakistans rulers with the rcal representatives of
the people namely Sheikh Muyibur Rehman and his collea-
gues and not with quislings or flunkeys would solve the real
1ssues ?

There 1s no denying the fact that the Pakistan; rulers
have tried to kill tno birds with onc stone Trom 1917 to
1964 they forced morethan forty million Bengali Hindus
to seek shelter m India  This time they have forced more
than fifty million Bengalis including the Mushm supporters
of the Awami League to quit Bangla Desh Thus they
have succeded m reducing the Bengalis into a minority 1n
the overall population of Pakistan Besides this they haye
created figanuc political social and economic problemns
for Indiz Pakistant rulers will not take back all these
refugees This 1s why their propagandists claim that Indyy
1s mflatmg the numbers by cluttering refugee camps with
her own unemployed and de titutes to bargam for foreign
aid T s really a difficult situation for Indy, but we
should e realist enough to admit that an mtemaﬂonaly
<ponsered movement for the ndependence of Bangla D, };
cannot be expected unless the freedom fighy ers are g, es|
selves able to organise themselves into a ST00g for e em

International public optnion 15 convinceg of the
fication for 1independence for Bangly Des P l\]um.
propagandists bave failed to throw dugt ntg g, akistan;
the people of the world® Nobody believeg that e;)‘es of
Bengalis who have been forced to gy Bﬂng[ m;) ions of
Indian agents or trators Eserybody koo g t;a sh are
the presence of the Pakistant army of Occupaty, t despite
Desh the situation 1s still explosive  The Ot]n m Bangl:

the International Monetry Mission hase fe?eud Bank ::e

communication system 1n Bangla Deg, oo ed ch:;{ &

needs at least Rs 525 crores‘ to ;esmfez., talz::,d M

rted that the jute crop! which 3
’ :::g(;e source of foreign exchange earpmhdes the Xz

¥
economy will declne byat least25 o, Zinffbrof; >
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Ratos ot anatm clevensy , damaoetn tatlzay tracke
rate brte atrrandf ety amivae elemere !
Oy May ZVan o™ ule oo ~iqm Daccasa! tha alor
tise tese! by the ene defin Awvamuleatue tad cor the
rervive a Do fve b nde §oeront of rumece by way of
ccoma= ¢ foesal v 2 fn 2l smocotd v the burdcrof an
atr vy of eveurpa on i Bar gl De bontl e eracking ecoromic
« ttature of Faks ancainsory well I imagined
Tetreed il etrarero gor to o Wlle There 1t
oy ath of manpoer for them Almoe allall bodr d
rfy wsat anvom to punth ranke of the frecdom fighteee
Aty fif e n etouard refuray ar g ot tmnimg an
puenilly waefire A large number of gucnlhis have gone to
divan places an Bangla Dash | aving eh ge famili s Khind
m Indir Radio Pakis an hat admr tod that ehousands of men
and oficess of the EPR and EBR had joned the friedom
fighters T Alrcady pants of Bangh Desh are under therr
control  General Tikka Rhan has fumsclf admaeeed that a
fuw pochets remain undet the control of ants Pakistan
eloments  Withinthe next f w wecke the newly tramed
guentlhs arc expreted to rusume therr warfare on a compa
ratinedly bigger scale  The Pakistin: militaty junta may try
to install some puppet regime but no such regime will be
able to control the gucnlla onslaughts  The growing resent
ment against the military junta n West Pakistan will also be
a dietermuning factor i the future desvclopments
The Indiin Government by reframning from diret nter
vention in Banglr Dosle has foiled Pakistane attempes to mis
lead the international public opimon  None now believes
that 1t 1s an Indo Pak conflict  Indian recognition of Bangla
Desh Government would have helped Pakistan to mislead
the world and this would have created enormouf difficulties
for Indin  Although Pakistant propagandists are stall mdulg-
g n ot India cempaigns nobody belicves i their allega
tions The Pakistan: rulers are now feeling the pinch of mter-
national pressure The oflicially controlled Pakistan Times
for instance has said that 1t 15 not comcidental that Russia
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America and Britaw have all jomned hands to pressurise
Pakistan nto accepting wirtual partition of the country ®
This 1s the most sigmficant development It 15 generally
assumed that Sheskh Mupbur Rehman would not agree
to enter into any negotiations with the murderers whose
hands are dnipping with human blood I however feel that
the Shetkh by refusing to go underground on March 25 had
wisuall ed that a situation may anse in which the Palistans
Trulers may ke compelled to try a negotiated settlement with
him It 1s an open secret that all the three big powers have
warned the Pakistan Governmeht about their anxety for the
safety of Sheikh Mupbur Rebman. There are reasons to
beliese that military junta has already contacted the Sheikh
through the daughter of the late HS Suhrawardy She s
reported to have faled in her mission but sumilar attempts
may be made m the near future It 1s difficult ro predict the
result of such parleys However 1t 1s clear that in case the
Junta continues to follow aggressive policies the situation
will deteriorate  As far as India 1> concerned she will have
to help the people of Bangla Desh to achieve independence
The junta 1s not 1n a position to wage war agamst India but
considerations of a false prestige may induce them to provoke
such a conflict  India mu t be prepared for such an eventu-
ality At the same time orgamsed 1nd systematic efforts to
inform the pecple of the world of the real utuation i Bangla
Deh <hould continue We should not expect any basic
change 1n the outlool of countries like Persia Turkey
Jordan and Saudt Aratia They are allies of Pakistan
However orgamsed effort, to educate public opintan n other
Arab countries should be dilgently made We should not
agnete the fact that Western Poser s suppost ¢o Tstael agammst
the Arab countries 1s partially responsible for the Arabs
present luhewtrm attitude towards Bangla Desh  Maulana
Bha hamis  eather statements charging the USA
with conspinng aganst the ntegnty of PaFistan are also
responsible for this state of affairs  Bengal: leader= including
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APPENDIX

To the People of the World

By
Mr Tajuddin Prime Miasster of Bangla Desh

Bangla Desh 1s at war It has been given no choice but
to secute its night of self determmation through a national
Tiberatton <truggle against the colomal oppres ton of We t
Pakistan

Tn the face of positive attempts by the Gosvernment of
Pakistan to distort the facts n a desperate attempt to cover
up theit war of genocide m Bangla Desh  the world must be
told the circumstances under which the peace loving people
of Bangla Desh werse driven to substitute armed struggle for
pathamentary politics to reali e the just aspirations of the
people of Bangla Desh

‘The Six Point Programme for autonomy for Bangla Dash
within Pakistan had been put forward 1n all sincenty by the
AwamiLeague as the last possible solution to preserve the
miegrny of Pakistan  Fighting the elections to the Wattonal
Assembly on the 1ssue of Six Pomnts the Awami league won

Mr Tapuddin made this stat ment on April 17 1971 whenle
assumed the charge of Bis Governm nt ar Mupb Nagar, the provisions]
head uarters of the Bangls Desh Gov mm ot
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To the People of the World

By
My Tapuddin Prame Minaster of Bangla Desh

Bangla Desh 1s at war It has been given no choice but
tosecure sits right of self determination through a mnational
hiberation etruggle agamnst the colomal oppres 1on of We t
Pakistan

Tn the face of posiive attempts by the Government of
Pakistan to distort the facts in a desperate attempt to cover
up their war of genocide n Bangla Desh  the world must be
told the circumstances under which the peace loving people
cf Bangla Desh were drven to substitute armed struggle for
parhamentry politics to reali & the jJust aspirations of the
people of Bangla Desh

The Six Point Programme for autonomy for Bangla Desh
within Palustan had been put forward in all sincenity by the

AwamiLeague as the last possible solution to preserve the
integmty of Pahistan  Faghting the elections to the National
Assembly on the 1ssue of Six Points  the Awam letgue won

Mr Tajuddin made this statement on Aptl 17 1971 wh nhe
assumed th charg. of hisGon rment at Mupb Nagar, th prov sonat
Beadquart rsof th Bangls Desh Goveram oy
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Bangla Desh could neser be realised within the framwork
of Pakistan where Yahya could so blatantly frustrate the
summoning of an Assemtly proclaimed by his own wnt and
urged that Sterkh Munbur Rehman mu t go for full inde-
pendence

Sherkh Mupb how ever continued to seeh a political settle-
ment In calling for a programme of non cooperation on
3rd March he chose the weapon of peaceful confrontation
agamnst the army of occupation as an attempt to bring them
to their enses This was in 1tself a major gesture in the
face of the cold blooded firng on unarmed demonstrators on
the 2nd and 3rd March which had already led to over a
thou and casualties

The course of the non cooperation movement is now a
part of listory Never in the course of any hberation
truggle has non cooperation teen carrred to the lLimits
attamed withm Bangla Desh between Ist and 25th March
Non cooperation was total No Judge of the High Court
cculd be found to admimster the oath of office to the new
Governor Lt General Tikka Khan, The entire crvihan
adminytration meluding the police and the Cnvil Service of
Pakistan refused to attend office The people stopped
supply of food to the army  Even the civihan employees of
the Deferce establishment joined the boycott

Non cooperation did not stop at abstention from work
The cnilian administration and police positnely pledged
their support to Shetkh Munbur Rehman and put them elves
under his orders

In this sitwatton the Awami League without bemng a
formally constituted Government, was forced to take on the
responaibility of keeping the economy and administration
runming whilst non cooperation lasted In this task they
had the unqualified support not only of the people but the
admuustration and busimess commumty The latter two
subordinated themselves to the directives of the Awam
League and accepted them as the sole aunthornty to solve thexr
varnious problems
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Tn these unique eircumstances the economy and admins
tration were hept going 1a spite of the formidable problems
ansing out of the power vacuum which had suddenly emerged
s Banglt Desh  In spate of the ek of any formal authoriey
Awamt Loague volunteers i cooperation with the police
muntuned 1 lovel of law and ordr which was a considerable
improvement on normal times

Facud with this dumonstration of total support to the
Awmy League and this bt torie non cooperition movement
General Y thya 1ppears to hive modified hus tactics  On the
6th March he still scemed ditermined to provoke a confron
tation when he madc fus lughly provocatne speech putting
the full blame for the ensts on the Awami League and not
cven refornng to the architect of the ensis Mr Bhutto It
<eems that he expected a declaration of Independence on
7th Magch  The Army in Dacea was put on full alert to
crush the move and Lt Gen Tikha Khan was flown to
replace Lt Gen Yahub to signify the hardening of attitudes
within the Junta

Sheihh Munb howesver once again opted for the path of
political settlement i spite of massive public sentiment for
independence In presenting lus 4 point proposal for
attending the National Assembly he not only had to contam
the public mood but to leave 1 way open for Yahya to
explore this last chance for a peaceful settlement

It 18 now clear that Yahya and his Generals never had the
<lightest mntentron of solving Pakistan s political cnisis peace
folly but were only interested i buying time to permit the
reinforcement of therr military machine within Bangla Desh
Yahyas wvisit to Dacca was 1 mere cover for hus plan of
genocide It now becomes clear that contingency plans for
<uch a crisis had already begun well tn advance of the cnisis

Shartly before Ist march tanks which had been sent north
to Rangpur to defend the borders were brought back to
Dacca From It March the families of Army personnel
were being sent off to West Pakistan on a prionity basis alorg

with the families of West Pakistan: businessmen,
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The military build up was accelerated after Ist March
and continued throughout the talks upto 25th March
Members of the armed forces dressed in civilian clothes were
flown 1n PIA commercial fights via Ceylon C-130s carrying
arms and provisions for the garrisons flew into Dacca It 18
estimated that upto one division with complementary
support was brought into Bangla Desh between Ist and
25th Match  To ensure security the airport was put under
strict arforce control and heavily guarded with artillery and
machine gun nets whilst movement of passengers was strictly
supersised  AnSSG Commando Group specially tramed for
undercover operations in .abotage and assassinations was
distributed 1n Ley centres of Bangla Desh anl were probably
responsible for the attacks on Bengalis 1n Dacea and Sadpur
m the two days before 25 March to provohe clashes between
locals and non locals so as to provide a cover for military
mntenention
As part of this strategy of deception Yahya adopted the
most concllatory posture 1n his task with Mupb  In the
talks beginning on 16th March he expressed regrets for
what had heppened and his sincere desite for a polieal
settlement. In a crucial meeting with Sheikh Munb he
was asked to positinely state the Juntas position onthe
Awami League s 4 point prorosal He indicated that there
were no serous Ob]ECﬂ(nS urd that an mtenm constitution
couldbe worked out by the respective Advisets embodymg
the four pomts
“The basic points on which agreement was reached were
(1) Lifting of Martial Law and transfer of power to
a Civilian Government by a Presidentral Proclama-
ton.
(2) Transfer of power 1n the provinces to the majonity
parties
(3) Yahya to remam as President and 1n control of the
Central Government
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(4) Separate sittings of the National Assembly members
from East and West Pakistan preparatory to a jomt
session of the House to finalise the Constitution
Contrary ta the distortions now put out by both
Yahya nd Bhutto the proporals for separate sittings of the
Assembly was suggested by Yahya to accommodate
Mr Bhutto He cited the practical advantage that whilst
6 pomnts provided a viable bluepnint to regulate relations
between Bangla Desh and the Centre 1ts application would
ruse sertous difliculty s 1n the West Wing  For this reason
West Wing MNA s must be permitted to get together to
wotk out a new pattern of relationships n the context
of a Six Paint constitution and the dissolution of One Unit
Once this agreement 1 prinaple had been reached
between Sheikh Munb and Yahya there was only the question
of defining the powers of Bangla Desh wis a vis the Centre
duning the interim phase  Here 1t was again Jointly agreed
that the distnbution of power should as far as possible
approxymate to the final constitution approved by the
National As embly which 1t was expected would be based on
Srx Points

For working out this part of the interima settlement
Mr MM Ahmed the Economic Adviser to the President
was specially flown in  In hs talk warth the Awam Leagne
advisers he made 1t clear that provided the political agree-
ment had been reached th rewere no msuperable problem
to working out some yersion of Six Points even in the ntetim
pertod The final list of thre. amendments to the Awamt
League draft which he presented as suggestions indicated
that the gap between the Government and Awami League
position was no longer one of principle bat remamned merely
over the precise phrasing of the propo als The Awami
League mats sitting of 24th March accepted the amendments
with cer am mmor change of language and there was nothing
to prevent the holdmg of a final drafting session between the
advisers of Yahya and Munb when the intenm constitution
would be finalised
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It must be made clear that at no stage was there any
breakdown of talks or any indication by General Yahya or
bus team that they had a final position which could not be
abandoned

The question of legal cover for the transfur of power1s
merely Ano her balated fabrication by Yahya to cover his
genocide He and his team had agreed that 1n lme
with the precedence of the Indian Independence Act of 1947
power could be transferred by Presidential Proclamation.
The notice that there would be no legal cover to the arrange-
ment raised subsequently by Mr Bhutto and endorsed by
General Yahya was never a bane of contention between
Sherkh Muyib and Yahya  Theress not the shghtest doubt
that had Yahya indicated that a meeting of the National
Assembly was essential to transfer power the Avam: League
would not have broken the talks on such a mmor legal
techmeality  After all as the majority party 1t had nothing
to fear from such a mecting and 3ts acceptance of the deci

sion for a siting was dasigned to d Mr
Bhutto rather than a fundamental stand for the party
Evid that m ple between contending

parties had been reached 1s provided by Mr Bhuttos own
Press Conference on 25th March It 1snot certan what
passed 1n the separate session between General Yahya and
Mr Bhutto but there 1s evidence that deliberate falsehoods
ahout the course of the talk with the Awam: League were
fed to the PPP who were told that Shetkh Mupb was deter
mmed to have a showdown and was daily escalating his
demands Needless to 2y not the shightest indication of
these misgivings had been ramsed mn the meeting between
the Awam League team and General Yahyas advisers
where bility and led to the end

Whilst hope for a settlement was bemng rawed more
omenous signs of the intentions of the army were provided_
by their sudden decision to unload the munition ships MV
Swat berthed at Chattagong Port Preparatory ta tlys dest
sion, Brigadier Mazumdar a Bengali officer commanding
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women and chuldren had been butchered Dacca had been
turned mto an inferno with fires raging 1n most corners of
the garrion in Chittigong had been suddenly removed from
lus command and repliced by 8 West Pakistam, Op 24th
night he was flown to Daccaunder armed escort and has
probably been evecuted Under the new command notice
was given to local authorities of the decision to unload the
ship mspite of the fact that the army had abstamned from
doing so far the last 17 days in the face of non cooperation
from the port workers The dicisionto unload was a cal
culated provocation which 1mmedittely broughe 100000
people on the streets of Chuttagong and led to masstie firing
by the Army to break therr way out The 1ssue was rased
by the Awam League with General Peerzada as to why
this escalation was bemng permutted whilst talks were stil
going on  He gave no answer beyond a promise to pass it
on to Gereral Yahya

Followng the final meeting between General Yahyas and
Awami Leagues adwisers on 24th March whete Mr MM
Ahmed passed on his amendments a call was awaited from
Gereral Peerzada for a final session where the draft could be
finali ed  No such call materialised and 1nstead 1t was learnt
that Mr M M Ahmed who was central to the negotiations
had suddenly left for Karachi on the 25th mornmg without
anv warning to the Awami League team

By JIPM of the 25 hall preparations were ready and
the troops tegan to take up their positions mm the aty In
an act of treachery unparalled 1n contemporary lustory a
programme of calculuted genocide was unleashed on the
peaceful and unsuspecting population of Dacca by midnughe
of 25th Murch No ultimatum was guen to the Aw.mi
League by Yahya no curfew order wns even issued when
the machine gun artillery and cannot on the tanks unleashed
therr reign of death and destruction. By the time the firse
Martial Law Proclamations issued by Lt General Tikka
Rhan were broadcast the nett mormng some 50000 people
most of them without offering any rusistance, and many
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the aty Sleeping inhabitants who had been drawn f{rom
their homes by the fires started by the military were
machme gunned as they ran to escape the flames

‘Whilst the Police EPR and armed volunteers put up a
heroic resistance the mamn victims remained the weak the
innocent and the unsuspecting who were killed at random
1 their th ds Weare c ling a first hand account
of the details of genocide commutteed by the Pakistan Army
on the orders of the President of Pakistan which we will
publish shortly The scale and brutality of the action ex
ceeds anything preperated in the crvilised world

Yahya himself left Dacca onthe mght of 25th March
after having unl ashed the Pakistan Army with an apen
licence to commt genocide on all Bengalis His own justi
fication for this act of barbarism was not forthcoming till
8 PM the next day when the world was given its first
expl n for the unleashing of this hol The state~
ment was self contradictory and laced with positne lmes
His branding of a patty as traitors and outlaws with whom
he had only 48 hours ago been negotiating for a peaceful
transfer of power bore no relationship to the situation 1n
Bangla Desh or the course of the negotiations His promise
to hand over power tothe elected representatives of the
people atter banning the Awami league which was the sole
representative of Bangla Desh and held a majority of seats
m the National Assembly was a mockery of the freely
recorded voice of 75 million Bengalis The crudity of the
t was clear d that Yahya was no longer
interested 1n taking shelter betund either logic of morahty
and had reverted to the law of the jungle m his bid to crush
the people of Bangla Desh

Pakistan 1s now dead and buried under a mountam of
corpses The hundredsand tl ds of people d,
by the army i Bangle Desh will act asanimpenetrable
barrier between West Pakistan and the people of Bangla
Desh By re orting to pre planned genocide Yahya must
have known that he was himself digging Pakistans grase,
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The subsequent massacres prepetrated on his orders by his
licensed kallers on the people wete not designed to Dreserve
the umity of 2 nation  They were acts of racial hatted and
sadism devoid of even the elements of humanity  Profes
sional soldiers on orders wviolated their code of military
honour and were seen as beasts of prey who indulged 1 an
orgy of murder rape loot arson and destruction unequal
led in the anmals of cwilisation These acts mdicate
that the concept of two countres 1s already deeply
tooted in the mmds of Yahyr ind his associates who
would not dare commit such atrocities on their own
countrymen

Yahyas genocide 15 thus without poliical purpose It
serves only as the last act m the tragic history of Pakistan
which Yahya has chosen to wrte with the blood of the
people of Bangla Desh The objective 1s fenocide and
scorched parth before his troops are either driven out or
perth  In this time he hopes to haquwdate cur pohtical
Teadership ntelt and ad: ration to destroy our
industries and public amenities and as 2 final act he mtends
to raze out cities to the ground Already lis occupation
Army has made substintial progress towards this objectne
Bangla Desh will be set back 50 years as West Pakistans
parting gift to a people they have exploted for taenty
three years for their own benefit

‘This 1s 2 point of Major significance to those great powers
who choose to ignore this largest single act of genocide
since the days of Belson and Au.chwitz. If they think they are
preserving the um y of Pakistan they can forfet it becau e
Yahya himself has no illusion about the future of Pakistan

They must realise that Pakistan 15 dead murdered by
Yahya—and that independent Bangla De h 1s a realty
sustamed by the indestructible will and courage of 75 million
Bengalis wha are daily nurturing the roots of this new
nationhood with their blood No power onearth canun
make this new nation and sooner or later both big and small
poners Wil have to accept it into the world fraterniey
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It 15 therefore i the mtereit of politics as much as
humanity for the big powers to put their full pressure on
Yahya to cage lis killers and bring them back to West
Pakistan We will be etermally grateful to the people of
the USSR and Indin and the freedom loving people of all
the countnes for their full support they bhave already guven
us m this struggle We would welcome similar support
from the Peoples Republic of China USA France and
Great Brtain and others. Each in their own way should
exerci e considerable levernge on West Pakistan and were
they to exercise this influence Yahya could not sustam his
war of aggression agamst Bangla Desh for a single day longer

Bangla Desh wall ke the exghth most populous country
m the world  Jts only goal will be ta rebuld a new mation
from the ashes and carnage left behund by Yahyas occupa-
tion army It will be a stupendous task because we are
already one of the worlds poorest nations But we now
have acause and a people who have been hardened in the
resistance who have shed their blood for their nation and
won their freedom 1n an epic struggle which pitted unarmed
people agamst a modern army Such a mation cannot fal
1n 1ts task of securmng the foundations of its nationhood

In our struggle for survival we seel the friendship of all
people the big powers and the small We do not aspire to
join any bloc or puct but will seek assistance from those who
give 1t m a spinit of goodwill free from any desire to control
our destrmes  We have struggled far too long for our self-
determmation to permit our elves to become anyone s satellite

‘We now appeal to the nations of the world for recogni-
tion and as. istance both material and moral 1n our struggle
for nitionhood Every day this 1s delayed a thousand hves are
Io t and more of Pangla Desh s vital assets destroyed  In the
name of Humanity act now and earn our undying friendship

This we now present to the world as the CASE of the
people of Bangla Desh No nation has a greater right to
tecogmtion no people have fought harder for this nght

—Joi Bangla
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